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TO MRS. BLANDFORD- 

MADAMy 

Though precluded by motives of pro- 
priety from dedicating thefe volumes to you 
in any other way than by your fiftitious 
name, I ftill muft beg leave to pay you this 
teftimony of refpeft. You will not be dif- 
covered, becaufe you have not moved far out 
of the confined circle of domeftic enjoyment. 
But it appears to me^ as important to the 
improvement of the female mind, as it is 
gratifying to myfelf, to declare^ that in the 
amiable pattern of learning, virtue, and un- 
afluming manners, difplayed by Mrs. Bland- 
ford, is accurately pourtrayed a really exifling 
and highly valued friend, whofe interefting 
fociety forms the chief felicity of her mod 

Obliged, faithful, and dbvoted, ^ 
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MISS RIVERSDALE. 

What chance of fuccefs the prevalent 
tafte of the day for the marvellous may afford 
to the artlefs tale here offered to the public 
it is difficult to conjefture: for although, 
contrary to the ufual mode of dreffing fiftion 
in the femblance of truth, pains have been 
taken to drefs truth in the garb of fiftion, 
ftiil it is fiftion fo devoid of adventure, fo 
little deviating from the natural refult of the 
genuine workings of a fufceptible mind, that 
its chief claim to intereft muft reft upon the 
correfponding emotioa it will excite in every 
unfophifticated honeft heart. 

Characters andjketches of manners might 
perhaps have been a more appropriate, as 
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well as more attradive title ; but manners 
and cbarafters have undergone fo complete a 
change in the country where a part of the 
fcene is laid, fince the time at which thefe 
letters were evidently written, that fuch a 
title might equally miflead and difappoint the 
expedation of the reader. 

THE EDITOR. 
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LOUISA RIVERSDALE, TO SIR HENRT 

RIVERSDALE. 

** iJO not let twenty-four hours pafi with- 
out committing fomething to paper, that I 
may follow you in your every day occupa- 
tions: or the tremendous diftance that is 
now to feparate us will fooii make us ftrangert 
to each other!" 

Thefe were among my Henry's laft in- 
^ jun&ions : but my full heart could make no 
anfw^r. 

And now we arc fep^tited 1 

Oh, my friend! — my brother!— guide of 
my inexperienced ftepsi who now (hall favt 
me by their ever-ready, ever well-judged court- 
fel, from all the dangers that may furround 
me?— Oh, that -every judijcious precept were 
equally engraven on my memory as thefe laft 
ytotAi : an equally ready pbedience (hould 
prove' you have not thrown away your time ok 
your affe&ibn upon one who will not at leaft 
ftudy to make herfclf worthy of them — 
^^ox. I, w 
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It is now three hours, fince the door that 
clofed after you when you quitted the houfe, 
feemed. to clofe upon my exiftence 

I remained with my eyes fixed upon it, in 
a ftate of ftupid infenfibility — no kindly tear* 
flowed to my relief, till your poor little 
FoUette teftified her participation in my 
diftrefs — (he ran and fcratched at the door, 
gave a (hort howl, and then came and laid 
her head upon my knee, looking wiftfully in 
my face, with an expreffion that at length 
drew plentiful (howers from my eyes. — Your 
legacy, my Henry, has been my firft relief, 
and obedience to your injundion is my firft 
employment. 

I thought of returning to Geneva this 
night, but could wifli to recover fome de- 
gree of firmnefs, before I meet our afflifted 
mother. At her time of life, her feelings at 
parting with the pride of her heart are entitled 
to ftrikc dill deeper root than mine. Con- 
(idering the diftance, and the nunriber of years 
that mud elapfe,. what hopes can (he form 
of ever feeing you again ? 

Yet how did the noble-minded woman 
JTupport berfelf at the trying moment ! how 
fervent — how devoid of fclf were her ejacu- 
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lations ! — " Oh ! may my fon be profpcrous, 
as he (hall prove deferving! may honour 
guide arid guard his fteps ! Enough for mc 
to know that he is good and happy. There 
is no abfence for fouls ; mine will ever hover 
round him — Providence cannot forfake its 
beft gift, nor will it fuffer me to fink under 
its lofs." And then, folding' you to her 
heart, ** Oh, my Hehry, to Providence alone 
could I refign you!** aad, finking back upon 
her fofa, (he motioned with her hand for us 
to go. 

I retrace this fcene for my own benefit. 
Oh, how widely different your Louifa! — I 
fhrink from the comparifon ; but will drive 
to emulate her firmncfs. 



Tuefday. — I am better this morning, my 
Henry ; but I painfully feel, that every hour 
encreafes the diftance between us: I am a 
ftranger to the ground you are going over — 
my imagination finds no refting-place; I 
know not how to take you up — whither to 
follow you. Could I fometimes- trace your 
footfteps, it would be a means of beguiling 

abfence !t— 
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Tuefday evening — Geneva. 1 ani re- 
turned — oh, Henry! — to a defert — an uni- 
vexfal blank furrounds me— rit is impoffible 
to defcribe the folitude I feel, in the midft of • 
every exertion that friendly affeftion can fug- 
ged to thofe about me. 

^My mother too! — I cannot give you an 
idpa of h^r compofiire, of her rellgnation in 
regard to you, and her efforts at cheerfulnefs 
addreffed to me. I ftruggle hard for firm- 
hefs and compofure: cheerfulnefs is yet 
wholly out of my power. 

Several kindly-meant vifits have broken 
into the gloom of the' evening ; but could 
not diffipate it. 

It is not well judged in friends, to aim at 
too early confolation : if the mind be fuffered 
to fatiate itfelf in the contemplation of its 
mifery, it will gradually, and of its own ac- 
cord, turn to fome other objedt ; but forcing 
it out of its bent only makes it fall back 
with double energy. 

Colonel Malcolm came among the reft: 
be was affiduoully attentive to me for your 
(ake: he knew your heart would requite him 
for it. 

I am now retired^-^not to reft, I fear, but 
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to my own meditations and the company of 
Follette : (he knows it is for you I grieve — 
I am fure flic does — flic watches the tears 
ftealing down my cheeks, and redoubles her 
careffea — flie, too^ has loft her beft friend ! 



Wedne/day.' — My deareft brother, I am 
afliamed of myfelf: where are the fruits of 
all thofe leflbns of philofophy, fo forcibly 
inculcated by my kind preceptor, to arm my 
mind againft this long-forefeen feparation ? 
Where are all thof? maxims of difinterefted 
affection, which teadi us to prefer the ad;^ 
vantage of thofe we love to our own enjoy- 
ment ? My Henry goes to labour for fame — ^ 
for fortunc-^and fliall I repine at feeing him 
take the road to glory ? Forgive this childifli, 
this felfifli grief! I will conquer it; I will 
call to mind my beloved brother's precepts; 
I will hold his examples before my eyes, and 
he fliall not blufli for his lifter. 

Henry, I had recourfe to my books — but,- 
ah! — 

** Each fav'rite author vre together read 
My tortur'd memory wounds*" 

They will not do yet. 
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Thiirfday. — I fought the company laft 
night, which I had fo much wifhed to avoid 
the evening before. The Colonel came ; the^ 
Dean likewife : worthy good man ! as warm 
and as afFeftionate as ever. The Colonel 
^ again evinced his love for you, by his parti- 
cular attentions to me. I endeavoured to 
join in the converfation, "and my mother 
ieemed pleafed that I did. \ felt fatisfied 
that I was in fome degree conquering felf, 
that overbearing tyrant, who in fuch va- 
rious jOhapes controls our beft refolves. I 
will frame my mind, if poflible, to my bro- 
ther's wiihes — he (hall have fomething to he 
proud of in his Louifa. 

Superiority of m'md^ you fay, is the only 
thing worth valuing ourfelves upon, as it 
fecures the, efteem of thofe who really think. 
** The admiration of fools is almoft a difgrace 
to a woman of fenfe:" is not this one of 
your maxims? or have I only collefted the 
idea from the general tenor of your inftruc- 
tions ? I recolleft how we have laughed at 
the pretty afFeftations and attradtive no- 
meanings, which we have feen fo fuccefsfuUy 
difplayed to captivate the herd, and whigh 
you ufcd to call beauty-behaviour; {q difr 
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gufting to fenfible men. But yet, my dear 
friend, I feel fomething within me, that fays 
a little general attraction cannot be very un- 
pleafant. Have not I fometimes feen you 
rather indulgent to what the French call 
la coquctterie de Vcfprit?^ Is that quite in- 
admiflible ? -You fee Tlay open all my weak- ' 
nefles and follies as ufual j otherwife how 
could you affift me in correfting them ? For 
do not fuppofc, that diftance is to relieve you 
from the tafkyoahave fo long performed. — 
Ah ! that dreadful word diftance ! how it 
clouds over every profpeA, every idea of en- 
joyment ! I will not now continue — I fhould 
relapfe. 

Friday^ — This Colonel ! — :I cannot but * 
feel gratified to be thus diftinguifticd by his 
notice* of me. A man of his age, fenfc, and 
confequence — a rrian who might be fo much 
fpoilt by the preference with which he has 
ever been treated by our fex! to be fo flat- 
teringly attentive to a plain unfafliioned girl, 
fo inferior in all refpefts to the \yomen he has 
pafled his life among ! But he loves you as 
bis fon, my Henry, and I am all tiiat is left 

B 4 
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of you. I am pleafed with the caufe of his 
partiality, and feel grateful for us both. 

There is a dignity of mind in him that I 
admire. He thinks himfelf ill-ufed in the 
affair of the miflion he had been promifed, 
and which in fa6t he feems every way en- 
titled to, and admirably qualified for. The 

laft time he went to pay his court at V- , 

it was fu^efted to him, that a menial fa- 
vourite might be of fervice in the bufinefs, 
if he would take the trouble to pay fome at- 
tentions there. No— ^he knew how to live 
xipon a flender income, but not how to fubmit 
to a mpannefs to increafe it. He had now the 
fatisfaftion of thinking them in the wrong : 
\ik (hould in the. other ca(e have the mortifi- 
cation to feel himfelf fo. 

The good Dean twirled his watch-key with 
fcdou'bled velocity, in token of approbation ; 
and whittling for Folly, fell into a game of 
romps with the dog, more ncwfy than ufual, 
to teftify his fatisfaftion,- till my mother 
callefl for the card-table, and propofed a re- 
verfis to keep him quiet. — Is it not a vex- 
atious thing, Henry, that with fo much 
goodnefs, joined to fuch extenfive know- 
JedgCj he (hould indulge himfelf in fuch a 
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fct of nohfcnfical trick? as would provoke the. 
laughter even of a fchool-boy ? 



Saturday. — Kind-hearted man ! — ^thc Deaii 
came flying with tears of pleafure in his eyes 
for the fatisfadtion he had to impart. A tra- 
veller, juft arrived, had returned from Lyons 
with the fame poftillion, that had driven oxxt 
beloved Henry thither, and who had feen 
him converfing at the inn-door with all the 
gay^ty and joyous animation that ever fur^ 
round him, and which only the laft painful 
days had in fome degree damped. 

And am I ftill fo felfifh ? An involuntary 
pang fcomprefl^d my heart at this intelligence. 
** And could my brother be fo foon relieved 
from all the regrets he has left us to ?'* was 
the mean refleftion that fuggefted itfclf; 
but it was only inftantaneous : thankfulncfi 
ftreamed from my eyes, as well as from my 
mother's, that our only hope was not only 
well, but happy; and his mind at full li- 
berty for him to follow, his new purfuits^ 
without even lofing the advantage to be 
reaped from the* various objects, that will 
offer themfelves to his bbfervation as he goes 

B C 
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along. Thofe who are left muft feel moft 
and longed. 

The good Dean, having wh idled his joy 
up and down the room at a full trpt for about 
ten minutes, without hearing a word of any 
thing that was faid upon the fubjedt, fnatched 
up his hat and ran off — ^fuU of fome other 
kind ojQice, I have not the leaft doxlbt. 



Saturday night. — Our fpirits being con- 
fiderably improved by the event of the morn- 
ing, we agreed to join a fifhing party upon 
the lake in the afternoon. Colonel Malcolm 
was of it — ^feveral others of your friends — De 
Salm, Wurmfer^ Rhinberg, Madame d'Urtife 
•—my mother was the matron of the party. 
Their kind folicitude both for her and me 
was ftrongly marked, and did credit to their 
hearts. 

The Colonel did not feem well; he was 
grave and abfent, till an incident rouzed 
him. 

His Newfoundland dog made a fudden 
ipring into the water^.and feemed to have 
laid hold of fomething, w|iich he was with 
difficulty tugging to fhore. We made to- 
wards him» and found it to be a man. Two 
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of the boatmen inftantly jumped in to the 
affiftance of the dog, and the poor creature 
was refcued : he proved to be a foldier, whom 
the Colonel had enlifled at the time en- 
couragement was given to his raifing a regi- 
ment. Upon the profpedt of a peace the 
recruits were difcharged; and he had endea- 
voured to foften the hardfhip of turning them 
adrift, by giving them a trifle to carry them 
home. This poor fellow had enlifted as the 
readieft means of raifing a little fum, which 
he had inftantly remitted to relieve his aged 
mother from the unforefecn diftrefs (he had 
been thrown into by the lofs of her little 
/arming ftock- of goats and pigs, which 
formed her chief fupport. He bad hoped 
by good behaviour to get rank, which would 
foon have enabled him to*remit her fome- 
thing weekly out of his pay: he bjsfides 
loved the army; and his unexpected dif- 
charge difappointed both his ambition and 
his filial aiFeftioQ. Having in. vain endea- 
voured to find emp>loyment, he had at length 
determined to return, and v\'ork for his mo- 
ther: but not having wherew.tli to pay for 
a night's lodging, his method was to lie 
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down and fleep by the road-fide, when weary, 
and purfue his journey by night as well as by 
day. He had in the laft night loft his way, 
and had been wandering along the> borders 
of the lak^allday, till finding himfelffleepy^ 
he had Iain down under a tree near the water- 
fide: he was awakened by an attempt made 
at drawing the knapfack, which he ufed as a 
pillow, from under his head: a fcuffle en- 
Ibed, in which the thief contrived -to tumble 
him into the water, and make off with the 
booty. 

m 

Colonel Malcolm (hewed extreme kind- 
nefs of heart in his concern for the poor fel- 
low; fo, indeed, did we all. His pockets 
had been emptied before the knapfack was 
attempted. 

• We had him carried to a cottage and put 
to bed, giving proper direftions for the care 
to be taken of him ^ and Malcolm left word 
where he might come to him whenever he 
was able^ for he was almoft dead when he 
was taken out of the watery and it was a 
confidcrable time before this account could 
be obtaihed from him. 

He has an uncommon appearance of in- 
teJUgence and honefty j and Cplonel Mal- 

5 
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colm kindly, intends taking him into his fer* 
vice, to be trained up under his old lervant 
La Grange, who is ainxoft difabled from ago 
and infirmity* 

Ji/bnrffly.— A walk taken this morning has 
affefted my fpirits: it was your favourite 
one. That fantailic root of the old elm that 
forms two feats, where you and I have fb 
often relied and talked over future profpeds 
together, called up all my feelings.— *Oh, my 
Henry ! (hall we ever fit there again ? — I 
would have avoided the place — ^I do very 
well when no particular incident recals my 
lofs. 

I felt uncafy at having been fo long with- 
out enquiring after our old cottager— I fccmed 
neglcftftil of my duty, now that your ab- 
fencc had made him- over wholly to my 
care— ^I dreaded it too! I knew hbw his 
fimple forrow at having loft his kind bene- 
fedor would call up mine : however, I muft 
have encountered it fome time or other, and 
the morning was uncommonly fine; fo I 
fummoned up my rcfolution and went. 

The fpring is very forward, and the fun 
ihone bright: but, ahl hov« dot^ X)ci<^.vcskr 
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predion of external objefts vary with the' 
difpofition of the mind! — ^how often have 
we agreed in preferring this interefting feafon 
to that fo celebrated by the painters ! — the 
dawn of hope, to its decline — the enjoy- 
ment of the heart, difcovering a new plea- 
fure each day, and a promife for the next, 
to the mere gratification of the eye, vanifli- 
ing before an inftant's refledion. — Well, 
Henry !. the brilliancy of this morning — the 
profpeft of opening nature, which has fo fre- 
quently imparted gay delight — was quite op- 
preffive to me : th« joyous animation that 
glowed around was fo diflbnant to my 
thoughts, that I could almofl: have con- 
ftrued it into an infult upon my grieving 
heart. 

Poor old Simon was gone to the neigh- 
bouring-village to fell his cabbages : the little 
girl told me he thought they fliould do very 
well now. 

I was prevailed upon to take the longer 
way home, and that brought me to the fpot 
which has more particularly diftrelfed me — 
the little bird, too, which we ufed to feed, 
made its ' appearance. I was riot provided 
m'th crumbs : I thought it feemed to reproach 



MISS RIVERSDALE. Xj 

me with negleft, and mourafor you — its note 
was not (b fprightly as ufual. 

Is all this too minute? — too trifling for 
you, my deareft brother ? I ftiould not thihk 
it fo, if addrefled by you to me. Real feel- 
ing will fometimes be excited by trifles more 
powerfully than by important caufes. But I 
do not mean to continue in this (train. 



Wednefday^May the \ft. — I could not write 

yefterday: a little event had agitated and 

hurried my fpirits; and now I am fure I have 

adted wrong, and am very uneafy. But let 

me lead to it. 

The Colonel called in the morning, and 
entreated we would walk: it would do us 
good. 

Madame D'Urtife was with us, and feemed 
inclined to be of the party. Our morning 
was, at any rate, broken in upon by their 
vifits; and this, you know, neither my mo- 
ther nor I like, fo we thought we might as 

My mother and Madame D'Urtife walked 
on: I had loitered behind, fearching for 
plants. The Colonel ftaid with me 5 and, 
when they were out oi hearmg, hdvUUiv^'^ 
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faid, " Could you excufe a liberty fuggefted 
by friendfliip, Loulfa ?'' 

I looked furprized, not knowing what he 
meant;* but inftanily anfwered, " that I 
could not be offended at any thing that pro- 
ceeded from fo obliging a motive.'^ 

" Interefting candour!"' faid he. ^^ You 
know no guile, Louifa, and therefore appre- 
hend none : but it is not by me that you fliall 
ever find your confidence abufed. Here is a 
paper," (taking a letteV out of hfs pocket) 
" ir^ which I have ventured to offer ydu ad- 
vice^ didtated by the flncerefl friendfhip. I 
dVead incurring your difpleafure by it; and 
yet I cannot refifl the ftrong irtipulfe/' 

And he offered \i to me with a trembling 
hand. I hefitated in my turn, I know not 
why — at his tremor, I believe; for furely I 
was not unwilling to hear advice, nor un- 
grateful for the kind fcntiment that fuggefled 
it. I took the letter, however, thanking him 
for his goodnefs, very awkwardly, I dare fay, 
and with much confufion put it into my' 
pocket, as I haflened to. overtake my mo- 
ther. 

The inflant I got home, I hurried into my 
wm room. And why not iftto my mother's ? 
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jrou afk. I know not, Henry : (he is (bme- 
times fevere. I feared (he might be angry 
with the Colonel, who means me fo well. I 
feared, too, he might deem it a breach of 
confidence : in (hort, I (lopped not to con- 
fidcv it, as I ought to have done, perhaps ; 
but flew to read the friendly paper. And 
here I trafifcribe it— 

*• Be not furprized, my amiable child, at 
the liberty I take, nor mifconftrue my mo- 
tive. — Honeft zeal for your welfare infpires 
me. The long attachment I have had for 
your family gives every part of it a claim upon 
my folicitude. I am willing to think I have 
no other inducement, though you are well 
qualified to infpire the tendereft concern on 
your own account. Pleafing in your perfon— - 
elegant in your manners — and accompli(hed 
in your mind, you can never fail to create in 
all who approach you the warmeft intereft: 
but few will have the generofity, like the 
friend who now addrefTes you, to endeavour 
to promote your welfare at the hazard of in- 
curring your difpleafure. You are young and 
innocent, Louifa; you have a very fufceptible 
mind, and a ftrong defire of pleafing ; and 
in tl3i5 lies your danger. You aie {uttowyv^^<\ 
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by young men, many of whom are in no way 
formed to judge of your merit : but they can 
all difcover your wi(h for. admiration, and all 
will be ready to bring your.defire of pleafing 
liome to themfel.ves. Men's vanity will ever 
encourage the coquetry of women : for a 
difpofition to coquetry you have, which how- 
ever innocent, and unconfcious, you may be 
of it at prefent, may foon degenerate into that 
unfeeling play upon the paffions of men, which 
only calls forth from them a difplay of .fentr* 
ments that'^do not originate in the heart. I 
never yet beheld a being, who feemed fo little 
aware of her own attraftions as.yourfelf. At 
the fame time that you are perfedly open to 
the gratifications of vanity, you court affi- 
duity as if you were not entitled to it; and 
fo gratefully acknowledge the flighteft: atten- 
tion, that you lead men to fuppofe you are 
ready to give more confequence to them than 
they look for: this has already acquired you 
the denomination of the artlefs coquette. 

" You have a childifti, winning playful- 

nefs to thofe who are upon any footing of 

intimacy with you, which has not yet been 

miftaken, becaufe it is attended with fuch 

perfett /raijknefs and finglenefs of hevt : but 
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it will foon ceafe to be confidered with fuch 
indulgence, and will draw much cenfure and 
malignity of obfen:ation upon you; or it will 
make you the dupe of fome defigning vil- 
lain, who win take advantage of your un- 
fufpicious opennefs. 

*' In (hort, Louifa, you are upon the brink 
of a precipice, which I tremble to behold. 
ITiere are thofe fluttering about you, who 
could make a fport of dcftroying your peace 
of mind, for the gratification of their own 
vanity, without ever beftowing a thought 
upon the confequences. 

" Your mother has too good a heart, and 
too little knowledge of the world, to fufpeft 
that in others which (he would be incapable 
of herfelf; (he does not fee your danger: (he 
has ftored your mind with every kind jof 
knowledge, but that which is mo(t material 
to you — the knowledge of mankind , that (he 
has not herfelf. Your brcfther, who could beft 
have guarded you, is taken away. 

" With me, then, (who know men and 
women but too well) it refts tofave you; if, 
as I believe and hope, you wi(h to be faved^ 
and can bear with, the blunt, unvarni(hed, 
but weU-mcaning truths of a foldkx^ vAvo\\^Sk 
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no excufe to plead for the liberty he takes 
but the warmth of his heart and hoiieft zeal 
for your welfare. 

"I Ihall be wretched until I know whe- 
ther you take my advice in the light in 
which it is meant. Wretched, indeed ! if it 
offend you. — Oh, Louifa ! you know not — 
you cannot do juftice to my anxiety for your 
welfare.' • 

Need I defcribe to my brother the agita- 
tion this* unlooked-for letter produced ? I 
could not at firft difentangle my thoughts — 
they were all confufion. I think, however, 
that gratitude was my firft diftindt fentiment ; 
but ftiime, vexation, furprize, to find my-, 
felf accufed of coquetry! — a difpofition I 
.. hold in fuch perfedl contempt ! — to find my- 
felf nicknamed ! They are very good, how- 
ever, to acquit me of wicked intentions— 
artlefs, indeed ! — Silly, ignorant, they might 
rather have faid. Good heavens ! that a de- 
fire only to pleafe and to be pleafed fliould 
'bear fuch cruel mifconftruftion! 

But even the Colonel thinks I am in dan- 
ger of becoming a defignihg coquette — that 
•Was not a generous thought! But he (hall 
i&? that my eyes only wanted opening. 1 
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]K)pe I can follow the right read when it is 
pointed out to me^ at lead. 

Upon farther conflderation, however, toy 
Henry, I think it was lucky I did not go to 
toy mother with the letter: you fee, (he 
would have been offended with him; and 
yet, I know not how, I feel as if I ought to 
have done fo immediately— now it is, at any 
rate, too late. 

As foon as I was fufEcicntly compofed, I 
Vrote the anfwer, of which I enclofc you the 
copy. 

Pray, read it here. 

LOUISA, Tt) COI^ONfiL MALCOLM. 

• > 

** Surprized, indeed, I am at the contents 
of your letter, my worthy friend; but, be- 
lieve me, gratitude was the ftrongeft emo- 
tion of my mind in its peirufal. 
' " Little did I imagine the interpretation, 
which my behaviour was liable to. You 
have, indeed, gilded the pill ; yet I hope to 
prove to you, that flattery was unneceflary, 
.and that you did not quite do juftice to my 
heart in fuppofing it could ever be led on to 
bad intentions. I (brink from the very 
thought; but I tremble at tlvt «a&.% \ 
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might have incurred, before I (hould have- 
become aware of the impropriety of my owtt 
conduft, had it not beeft for your friendly 
iiand extended to fave me. 

" With eyes overflowing with gratitude I 
thank you. But, my good Sir, you are hot 
aware of the tafk you have brought upon' 
yourfelf : I muft now tell you I look to you 
for 'proteftion, for admonition, when you fee^ 
me going wrong* Allow me to fay it 
will in future be your fault when I err 3 for 
you will, I truft, ever find, that to be led 
right is the moll ardent wifli of your much 
obliged, &c.'' 

He came in^the evening — ^appeared agi- 
tated, and feemed to examine my looks for 
the efFe<5t his letter had produced. Unjuft 
Malcolm! to doubt for an inftant of my 
taking it in its proper light. I truft he faw 
nothing but the trueft gratitude in my eyes, 
for he feemed to become more compofed. 

He excufed. himfelf from making up my 
mother's table : and (aid he could not ftay. 

As foon as they were fat down, he ap- 
proached the frame I was working at, and 
faid in a tremulous voice, " Louifa ! can you 
forgive me ?" Upon which I put oiy anfwcr 
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into his hand, and in five minutes he difap- 

peared. 

Henry ! 'tis well that the upfightnefs of 
my intentions acquits me, or I could not like 
this concealment from my mother : but what 
can I do ? 



May the id, — The Colonel fought an op- 
portunity this afternoon of putting another 
note into my hand. I feared I had again gone 
wrong, and was anxious for the hour of re- 
tiring to read it. 

He was in unufual fpirits, and looked pe- 
culiarly dignified. He muft have been ftrik- 
ingly handfome in his youth. My mother 
fays he was deemed quite irrefiftible among 
the French ladies, when (lie firft knew him. 
I wonder he fliould never have been tempted 
to marry! but (he fays fhe believes the wo-- 
men he has moftly been connedted with were 
not calculated to give him a very favourable 
opinion of the fex. 

How much the more flattering his diftinc- 
tion of your Louifa, my dear brother ! 

I tranfcribd'his fecond note. You will fee 
how natutelly the friendly, kind cxpreflions 
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it contains, n^uft rcftore me to conceit with 

myfclf. ^ • i 

COLOKEL MALC0tM> TO LOUISA. 

" How (hall I cxprefs the fatisfadion your 
note gives me> my chatming young friend ? 
It raifes you above your fex. I had already 
traced the fource of every amiable quality in 
yotir mind, and deemed your underfiandiiig 
fuperior to that of moft women 9 but could 
I have expefted fuch docility?-— iiich inge-^ 
niious franknefs in acknowledging error?— 
fuch gentlenefs. in defending what 1 might, 
perhaps, be too fevere in prejudging ? Yes, 
my amiable pupil, I accept the truft repofed 
in me : I will watch your unwary fteps, and 
guard you from the pernicious infefts that 
fwarm about you. 

" But why, Louifa, do you term that 
flattery, which the jufteft eftimation of your 
value alone drew from me ?^ — ^You have no 
difguifej you certainly do not difclaim the 
charms of your perfon merely to gratify your 
vanity by hearing them enumerated : I there- 
fore think it material, that you fliould knbw 
your own claims to admiration, that you may 
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not conceive yourlelf fo cxccffivcly obliged to 
every fop who pays it to you. 

" I will not fay, Louifa, that you arc 
critically handfome ; but you have a thou- 
fand fafcinations^ that leave r^ularity of fea* 
twe far behind. The intelligence of your 
countenance — the fenfibility that beam; from 
your eyes — the fweetnefs of your fmilc — the 
uncommon delicacy of your complexion, 
joined to that glow of health and finely pro* 
portioned form, which mud flrike all that 
fee you— thefe will always diftinguiOi you in 
every ej^; and to thofe who have a heart as. 
well as eyes, muft make you dangerous in the 
extreme. Alas ! I feel but too ftrongly the 
truth of what I fay; but I will not recede 
from what 1 have undertaken. I have not 
been ufed to fly from danger, Louifa. Ex* 
cufe this appearance of boafting — ^perhaps I 
nevdr met with that I ought to fly from be- 
fore. , 

•' But I ftiall be well repaid for any fuf- 
ferings I may bring upon myfelf, if I am 
the fortunate means of cnfuring your hap- 
pinefs." 

How friendly ! how alTe Aionate, tj^ dearcft 

VOL. I. « 
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brother !^— how partially does his friendfhip 
paint your Louifa ! He wifhes to iniprefs 
me with a higher idea of myfelf than truth 
iquite warrants, that I may confider any at- 
tention paid me, more as my due, than as an 
obligation conferred. I have heard him fay, 
that a confcioufnefs of her merit is often a 
woman's beft prefervative. 
. Perhaps, too, he fees me as he defcribes — 
partiality will frequently miflead. How Jtruly 
flattering is his to me ! Of all the men I 
know. Colonel Malcolm is the lad t Ihbuld 
have expedted to have found fo deeply in- 
tcrefted about me. You yourfelf, my Henry, 
could hardly exprefs more zealous friend- 
fliip. But yet he cannot fill up the chafm 
your abfence makes. Oh ! who can be fo 
true a friend as a brother ? Were you here, 
you would affift and direft me. 

I cannot help fearing, I know not what, 
from this preclufion of my mother. Alas ! 
iJas ! every thing reminds me of your lofs, 
and nothing can replace it ! 

When thefe gloomy thoughts arife, I quit 
my pen — I will not indulge them* 

When, my beloved friend, (hall I know 
how you bear your feparation from your 
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Louifa ? Your heart will fomotimcs feci a 
void even in your happieft moments. You 
may 'meet with friends of more fenfe and 
more experience ; but you will not eaCly re- 
place the companion of your earlier years, 
who made all your joys and all your grie& 
her own. 



■■ 



Thurfday^ the ^d. — ^A little adventure this 
afternoon has ferved to convince me what 
real grounds there are for Malcolm's fears 
and admonitions. 

Madame D'Urtife called to know whether 
I would join a party (he had made to go to 
Gjiegory's farm; to which I readily agreed. 

Madame D*Urtife and I were the only 
women : among the men was De Salm : he 
p^d me fome fulfome, unmeaning compli- 
ments as we went along, which I did not 
much attend to ; but when we got to the 
farm^ feveral romping fchemes were fug- 
gefted while tea was preparing, which I de- 
clined entering into. Madame D'Urtife, 
with more giddinefs than ever I had ob- 
fcrved in her, declared that I was very prudifli 
and nonfenfical, and if I woul4 Mt go and 

C 2 
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fwing, fhe would; and off flie ran with 
Wurmfer and Rhinberg, without flaying for 
an anfwer. 

1 had flightly turned my foot, juft as we 
had reached the farm, and feeling my ancle a 
little weak, I chofe to abide by her. ridicule 
rather than attempt to follow her. De Sahn 
begged leave to keep me company, and we 
firojled about the orchard, fearching for 
plants. 

I had taken Gregory's little girl of feven 
years old by the hand, under pretence of 
fupporting me: in 'faft> I did' not like the 
appearance of a tHe^a-tHe^ with De Salm, 
after what Malcolm had faid to put me upon 
my guard. He foon fatisfied me I had judged . 
right in not choofing to remdin alone with 
him; for his difcourfe became very unre- 
fervedly, and, I thought, ofFenfively tender. 
He feemed certain of flattering and pleafing 
rne by extravagant encomiums, and bold 
a^vowals of paffion. 

I was difgufted. Colonel Malcolm's letter 
ru(hed with full conviftion into my mind. 
This, thought,!, is one of thofe fops, who 
would wiflbb to take advantage of my un- 
fuipicious franknefs ! (You recoiled, Henry, 
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that he is paying his ferious addreflcs to 
Mifs Vannefch, and his propofals are agreed 
to by her parents.) With an arr of as cold 
cWgnity, therefore, as I knew how to affume, 
. I faid, " I am forry. Sir, if I have given you 
reafon to fuppofc, that fuch difcourfe could 
be acceptable to me. I blame myfelf for 
the mifconftrudlions f may have giVen rife 
tOi but as I forbear refcnting the mortifying 
freedom you have taken, I truft your con* 
du6k, in return, will be fuch as to prove you 
did not mean to offend me; and, perhaps^ 
you will be liberal enough in future not al- 
V/ays?to impute to levity and coquetry the 
innocent gayety, that may arife from an over- 
flow of natural fpirits, and confcious refti* 
tude. You have, on my part, inculcated a 
leflbn of referve, which I (hall endeavour to 

s 

profit by.*' 

He feemed finking into the earth: he 
could only fl:ammer out, /' I beg, a thoufand 
pardons — I did not mean to offend." 

*' I v/ill not fuppofe you did," faid I^ 
^^ and provided you never recal this fcene to 
my mind, I will endeavour to olj4iterate it 
frpoi my memory." 
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He be^ed my hand in token of forgive- 
nefs; which I held out to him, and he re- 
fpeftfully kiffed it. 

Juft at this inftant Madame D'Urtife, 
'^ith her riotous attendants, returned. I 
haftlly withdrew my hand, with a look of 
confufion, I am certain, from a confcioufriefs 
of the appearance it bore. De Salm could 
not recover his fpirits or prefence of mind: 
they looked upon each other, and at us> 
with evident nieaning. I felt inexpreffibly 
. awkward ^ but knew not what to fay. — 
Friendly obfei*vations upon the benefit of 
reft to a fprained ancle were not fpared ; and 
Madame D'Urtife condoled with De Salm 
.upon Mifs Vannefch's abfence from the 
party, which (he perceived affedted his (pi- 
nts. In (hort, I felt vexed and piqued, as 
you may imagine; but it muft take its 
chance. Madame D'Urtife is not a woman 
to believe, or indeed underftand, > le ex- 
planation I could give — (lie is thoughtlefs, 
indelicate, boifterous. 



Friday J the /^th. — I did not fuppofe the 
JJltJe incident of yeftefday would be fufFered to 
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fall to the ground. Some friends dined with 
us to-day, Malcolm among the reft ; he was 
cold, referved, grave. 

After dinner he approached the window, 
where I was drinking my coffee, and faid, 
" I have a thouland excufes to make to you, 
Mifs. Riverfdale, for my officious interfe- 
rence ; could I have been at all aware of its 
fruitleflTnefs, I fhould have fpared mj felf the 
mortification, and you the trouble of ad- 
vice,* fo very unacceptable as mine muft 
have appeared.*^ My heart fwelled indig- 
nant at being thus fufpefted of duplicity, 
and, colouring deeply, I was going to clear 
myfelf, when the Dean came buftlingto us, 
" Hey-day, Colonel,'what's this? You loolj: 
as if you were taking my office upon you ; 
what, are you catechifing or confeffing Mifs 
Riverfdale ? She is not over ready with her 
anfwers, I fee by her blufhes. Nay, child, 
never fear him, I'll ftand by you, and fufFer 
no one to lefture you but your ghoftly fa- 
ther. — ^Well, what was this accident of thie 
fprain? it does not appear as if it would 
prevent your dancing, if an agreeable part- 
ner offered, this evening— -Hey, Louifa !"— 

c 4 , . 
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*^ The ipraia was nothing, Sir/* faid I, exr 
tremely vexed, but flxuggling to conceal it. 
" No," faid the Colonel, fignificantljv 
(who had ftood biting his lips all this while) 
" fo I underftood, or I fl^ould ha>fe made 
inquiries this morning/* 

The Dean went on without attending to 

-■ ^ 

him. " Well, and what did Madam Thing 
umby, (you know he never recolleds a 
name) think of the rura} beauties of the 
farm ? — I fliould not fiifped her of much 
tafte for retirement.** 

" She feemed to enjoy rural fports. Sir j 
for (he w^ .much pleafed with the fwing, 
3^nd valued herfelf upon the height (he had 
gone, and th^ fteadinefs of her head in bear- 
ing it,'* 

*' Aye, the only proof of fteadinefs it will 
give, I'll warrant,** appealing with a laugh 
to Makolm. *^ Are not you of my opinion^ 
Colonel ?** 

** I do not wifti to ofFend Mifs Riverf- 
dale by cenfuring her friends ^^ faid the 
Colonel, " \ believe,** addreffing me, " you 
did not vie with Madame D'Urtife in 
putting your head to the fame trial ?" — 
^^J was employed^'' replied l^ ^' in fearchiiiig 
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the borders of the brook for a new plant, 
which I had been reading the defcription of.** 

" I (hould doubt your finding it," faid the 
Colonel, fneeringly, " the pain of your acci- 
dent would probably call off your attention 
to fome objeft more upon a level with you.^^ 

I was ftung to the quick, and knew not 
what to anfwer, when, as I fortunately caught 
my mother's eye, fhe beckoned me to her, 
and gave me a note (he had juft received, 
with direftions what to fay in return. This 
was a feafonable relief ^ I took it to the 
writing-table, and did not give Colonel Mal- 
colm any further opportunity of renewing the 
difagreeable fubjcft : I was too much piqued 
even to wiib to clear myfelF. 

To mend the matter, Do Salm dropped in, 
but' behaved with the moft diftant and re- 
fpedful attention. The Coloners eye was 
never off him during his ftay.^ 



Saturday^ the ^th. — My mother inquired of 
me this morning, what had b^en the matter 
between the Colonpl and me. She had ob- 
ferved a cold, conflrained civility n him dur- 
ing the whoJc; day, and vifible uivt^SvcvtS.^, 
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I told her, that I apprehended the little 
incident the evening before had been mifre- 
profented to him ; and as he had with a truly 
paternal intereft taken occafion to put me 
upon my guard againft the butterflies, as he 
calls them, which I am furrounded by, he 
was probably vexed that I had feemed to pay 
no more attention to his advice ; and I had 
no opportunity of clearing myfelf. 

' This relieved my mind from a part of the 
uneafinefe it has been labouring under, my 
Henry^ in the idea of concealment from toy 
mother ; the mentioning it in this way has 
obviated the difficulty of betraying Colonel 
Malcolm to her refentment. 

" Malcolm has ever been a true friend to 
our family^' (he faid : '* He i§ an upright 
honourable man, and I am grateful to him 
for the intereft he takes in vou, and have no 
fear of his fiiendly folicitude leading you 
into any miftaken or conceited notions of 
yourfelf. It is eviderxt that he has difcovered 
the qualities of your heart and mind through 
the plainnefs of your perfon, and wilhes to 
cultivate that ftridt attention to propriety of 
condufl in you, which will raife your value in 
the eyes of every man t>f fenfe '\ 
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She faid yefterday, upon my relating to 
her what had pafled at the farm, " You fee 
how completely coquetry will ferve as a fub- 
ftitute for beauty. You are young, you are 
a woman, and you wi(h to attraA ; that waj 
fufficient for De Salm to attempt making a 
fool of you ; beauty often obtains no more. 
Why then (hould women fet fuch a value 
upon external charms, when coquetry alone 
will do juft as well to attradt the men, if that 
be the defired objedl ? but you are bleffed 
with an underftanding, my Louifa, which I 
truft to for fetting coquetry in a contemp- 
tible light, and beauty below your confidera- 



tion." 



No news of the Colonel to-day ! — I feel 
uneafy under his mifapprehenfion of me, and 
yet methinks he might* be a little doubtful of 
appearances, which make fo much againft 
me, and wifh at lead for an explanation. It 
is not kind to give me up all at once !— 
Surely one who had fhown fo great a readi- 
nefs to be led right, might have expefted a 
little indulgence, if Ihe miftook her way for 
once ! — It was worth a fecond trial. But I 
offended him'^by making no alV^rcv^\. ^X. ^. 
yindicMioi^. 
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Oh my Henry ! your departure has been 
the Jigiial for anxiety, to aflail me from every 
quarter. Had I not loft you, nothing of 
this kind would have befallen me. You 
even ftepped between me and difficulties, 
my guide ! my guard ! my kind proteftot ! 

May the dth. — An opportunity offers to for- 
lyard this voluminous packet to you. Shall 
I continue to write in this ftyle ?-r-WiR you 
^ways find leifurc to follow your Louifa 
through all thofe minute intricacies of which 
female exiftence is compofed ? . Ah^ Henry ! 
I fcarce know how to hope or expeft it; 
and yet, were I debarred of your participa- 
tion—of your advice, I (hould feem to lofe 
all that ever made life delightfur to me^— all 
that can gild my future profpefts. 

Adieu, my beloved brother ! my moft va- 
lued friend, adieu ! — Ah, that dreadful word ! 
It wrings the heart of your 



LOUISA. 



to 



LADY RIVERSDALE TO SIR HENRY 

RIVERSDALE. 

A priend'* offered conveyance leads/ mc 
tlirow upon paper feme of tVic tViC^^v^ 
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At have filled my heart (ince my reparation 
3m its befl treaAire. I have not, my dear 
on, fuiTered myfelf to give way ta narrow 
grief; thofe tears which flow only for my 
own lofs will not long find their way to your 
mother's eyes. You have every profpeft that 
my fondeft wifties could fuggeft — the field 
to honours and to fortune lies wide before 
you, and you fet out with principles and 
virtues for your guide, which will enfure 
fame and happinefs to yourfelf, and make 
you an example to the world. 

Thefe are the proud expeftations, which 

take pofTeffion of my mind when it dwells 

upon my Henry, and which the dangers of 

the voyage, or apprehenfion from change of 

climate do not damp : for I put my trufl in 

that Being, who has ever been my reftige and 

my fupport, and who. never deferts thofe 

who confide in him. If he fhould fee fit to 

darken the prx)fpeft, that opens fo bright be- 

fore me, he will endue me with ftrength of 

n>ind to bear it. 

Do not, my fon, attend to thefe weak drops, 
•that have blotted my paper — they would fall 
— ^but they are the laft you will g^ve tivft c^>3.^ 
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1 have been perfectly well fince you left 
me, and called upon for more than common 
exertions for the fake of your lifter. She 
aimed at a fteadinefs beyond her power ; but ^ 
the cheerfulnefs (he aflumed in my prefence 
was conftantly belied by the fwollen eyes of 
the morning. I endeavoured to furround her 
with kind friends, who have made he;- the 
conftant object of their folicitude ; and I 
think fhe is recovering fome degree of tran- 
quillity. But to her your lofsis almoft irre- 

, parable; you were to her what I tran never. 
T)e, the companion, the friend of every hour : 
and the fortunate circumftance of your being 
ten years older gave you the advantage of 
fome experience and knowledge of the world, 
which added weight and authority to your 
opinion in her eyes. , 

I am certain, both from obfervation and 
experience, that a mother's being the confi- 
dential friend of her daughter is a mere ro- 
mantic fpeculation, never yet realized. That 
awe, which is neceflary to enforce obedience be- 
fore the powers of reafon come into full play, 
will ever ftand in the way of the unreferved 
franknefs, which produces a mutual acknow- 

Jedgment of Jittie foibles, and vs t\v^ &ioii^ 
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;ment of youthiful friendfliip. The differ* 
nee of age, beiides, and the frequent ne- 
xflity of withholding many objefts from too 
early an inveftigation, mud create a referve 
in the mother. The conftant neceflity of 
afting the part of a monitor too, the impef- 
fibility of treating fuch errors with indulgence 
as might endanger the future peace of her 
child ; all thefe are infurmountable bars to 
that unlimited and mutual ppennefs of heart, 
which belongs to friendfliip. I truft Louifa 
will ever refort to me as her moft experienced 
guide, and never take any material ftep with- 
out confulting me ; but further I cannot ex- 
pedt. She is at the dangerous age now, which 
makes me tremble — the fupplying your place 
by a friend of her own years would increafe 
every alarm, and is what both you and I have 
ever endeavoured to guard her againft. 

A fifter would have been her happieft re- 
fource ; but that ihe is not blefTed with — 
though what have I to fear, that I fliould 
teafe ' myfelf and you with alarms ? — Is flie 
not uncommonly guarded by the redlitude of 
her own mind? — She has been taught to 
think, to inveftigate, and to judge fet \i<t\' 
/el£ Perfectly uiiconfcious of ker ^ilot^' 
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charms, fhe is devoid of all conceit, forms 
no claim to admiration, and by her 'gentle 
artlefs conceffions to what (he confiders as fu* 
perior attractions in others, (he conciliates ■ 
the affeftions of her own fex, whofe rivalfbip 
or enmity is ever more to be dreaded 
than any mifchief meant by your*s : againft 
this we are guarded, becaufe the attack is 
cxpefted j but female mifchief works in the 
jdark. 

And here, my dear fon, I cannot forbear 
arrogating fome merit to myfelf, for the in- 
finite pains I have ever taken to give her an 
unfavourable impreflion of her own perfon, 
contrary to the pradice of moft parents, who 
indulge th^mfelves in the admiration and 
praife of their children's beauty, till they 
make them conceited, arrogant, and infuf- ' 
ferable : and the beauty they may in reality 
be poflefled of is fo counterbalanced by the 

' faults arifing out of it, that I could never 
wilh to purchafe it at fo high a price. 

Louifa, you fee, on the contrary, with the 
moft fafcinating exterior, turns all her 
thought upon the improvement of her mind 
and difpofition* She neither paffes thofe 

Mours at her Jooking-gUfs vi\ueVv m^?j \ife 
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employed with fo much more advantage, nor 
does Ihe beftow upon ribbons, flowers, and 
idle fancies the allowance entrufted to her 
management. She drefles in the plaincft 
manner, and, her tafte being naturally ele- 
gant, even this gives her a ftyle of beauty pe- 
culiar to herfelf. Her fimple muflin gown, 
and bandeau tied acrofs her hair, are fo cha- 
raAeriftic of her artlefs unafluming mind, 
that I cannot exprefs the pride I take in 
contemplating this happy rcfult of my care, 
which I doubly glory in, as the ftrong de* 
fire to pleafe, which nature has implanted in 
her breaft, would infallibly degenerate into 
coquetry, if fhe were aware of her own 
charms. 

Malcolm, ^o feems ito transfer to every 
part of the family the friendfliip he had for 
your father, has undertaken to give her ad- 
vice, which no one can do better. His ex- 
perience in the world has taught him to 
judge of men ; and his age makes the inti- 
macy perfectly fafe on both fides: in (hort„ 
be is the very friend I would have chofen 
for her among all I know ; though I think 
him at times even cynical. Why always 
believe the worA of people ? it U ttofcivXX^ 
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ing all the comforts of life : 1, would never 
fuppofe a man capable of deceit until he 
(bowed me he, was, or I had reafon to fuf- 
peft that he had fome felfifti end in view. 

I find feveral of your friends write to 
you by this conveyance ; I therefore confine, 
my letter to the objects that more imme- 
diately dwell upon my mind — my fon — my 
daughter — ^and fuch a fon !— -and fuch a 
daughter ! — ^Was ever mother fo truly blefledl 
in her profpects ? 

I am mortified when fuppofed to want 
confolation for your abfence. Could I have 
wiftied to confine fuch talents as yours to the 
narrow iphere we here move in ? — ^They were 
given for the univerfe, and to have indulged 
even a wifti to monopolize them would have 
marked me as unworthy of ftyling myfelf, 
what I take fuch pride in being, your truly 
Affectionate Mother, ^ 

CAROLINE RIVERSDALE. 



THE JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

May the 7 f/i . — Colonel Malcolm came this 
evening, but appeared cold, conftrained ;— 
the fight of him, however, was a great relief 
to me J I hoped to find an opportunity df 
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explaining, what has been (b provokingly 
mifunderftood. ' 

My mother's table was made up without 
us. Wurmfer, who had cut out, went to 
the harpfichord, to pleafe himfelf, under the 
pretence of pleafing us. 

I kept at my frame ; ;and the Colonel mov- 
ing towards it, carelefsly faid, " Wurmfer 
hopes to attract you to the inflrumenf j^ihall 
we not be indulged with a fong ?'* 

** I am by no means harmonioufly in- 
clined,** faid I 'y " my mind has been much 
out of tune fince you touched it fo harfhly 
the other day. Unkind, Colonel Malcolm I ' 
is this the friend (hip you promifed me ?'* and 
I felt my eyes fill with tears. 

Juft at this inftant the door opened," and 
in came Madame D!Urtife. 

Never could (he have come more inoppor- 
tunely : (he had brought her work, and was 
come to fit the evening. 

I am but a bad hypocrite, I believe 5 I 
looked cool ; fhe did not much feem to at- 
tend to it. She addreffed herfelf chiefly to 
the Colonel. 

Her eye had been very much inflamed by 
an infeft Hying into it, (fhe to\dVi\rD^ ^^^^^ 



1 
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not quite fure'flie bad got rid of it yet, and 
infifted upon his looking whether he could 
perceive it. 

I could not help thinking this bold ; and 
I fancy, by his anfwer that he thought fo* 
too. 

He faid, rather bluntly, '" An old- fol- 
dler can Hand fire; but if you hope to 
decreafe the inflammation by communicating 
ii, apply to Wurmfer, he may be Icfi upoa 
his guard.'* 

Should you not fuppofe this a fufBcicnt 
rebuke ? She did not, however, fecm to 
feel it. 

Wurmfer flew from the harpfichord: he 
only wiflied to be attended to in fome way 
ov other. He protefted he was ready to en- 
counter any danger for her fake. She turned . 
heriargeblue eyes languifhingly upon him. 

He faw thoufands of Cupids in them, big 
with mifchief to all mankind ; but could 
not, for his foul, difcover any thing elfe. 

She turned away; it was not at him, I 
believe, that her batteries were direfted. She 
rattled on — (he had expefted to meet Mal-^ 
colm the evening before at fome place — re- 
peated the converfation that had paflcd— ca- 
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ricatured fotne of the company ; (he has a 
quick perception of the ridiculous in others, 
thougfi it never happens to ftrike her in her*- 
felf ; (he infifted upon talking her broken 
Englilh, although we all fpoke French with 
perfeA eafe, laughed loud ; in (hort, Ihe 
difplayed all her attractions. 
Wunnfer was in extacies— Colonel Mai- 



colm quite impatient. He told her, (he had 
interrupted Wurmfer in a very fintfonata, 
and (he ought to make him and us amends 
by joining in a duet. 

He meant to get rid of her by thcfe means, 
but it would not do ; (he would not ftir un- 
lefs I would accompany her 5 it was impof- 
fible to be off s I went to the harpfichord. 
^ Juft as' we were going to begin, (lie kindly 
recoiled ed that (he had not fcen me (ince 
my accident, but had concluded it would 
have no bad confequences , it was very odd 
(he had not obferved it at the time it hap- 
pened ; if I had done it on purpofe it could 
not have been better managed, nor have had 
more effects. Poor De Salm, (he faid, was 
the viftim of his humanity ^ however, in (lay- 
ing to take care of me ; for Mifs Vannefch 

had quaiarelled with him> and profefftd Vv^x 

z 
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detcftation of general feeling: her next 
lover muft confine all his fenfibility to- 
her. 

It was impoflible not to look vexed at all 
this ; and, perceiving it, (he turned to Mal- 
colm, " Is not this little friend of ours the 
prettieft mixture of coquetry and prudery 
that ever was put together? Why, for 
heaven's fake, child," to me, " fhould you 
wifti to veil over a propenfity fo very natural 
as the defire of general admiration ? — ^Find me 
the woman that is exempt from it, and you 
may emujate her fuperiority ; but till then, 
do not add hypocrify to coquetry.; it will 
gain no credit, and is extremely inconvenient. 
How can you help being prettier than Mift 
Vannefch, for inftance ? You might in- 
deed have delayed your triumph a little 
longer, had not that unlucky fprain offered De 
Salm an opportunity, he might not other- 
wife fo readily have met with, of evincing his 
partiality to you ; and, by the way, I think 
you are bound to make him amends for the 
fcrape your graces have got him into; it 
would be the greateft want of generofity, to 
defeat his hopes in one quarter, and then 
caft ^imout in the other; would it notj Go* 
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lel ? Is (he not bound to compenfate his 

fs ?" 

All this in French ; (he could not have 
teen half fo mifchievous in Englifh. 

The Colonel forced a fmile, ^pd made no 
saifwer. 

Wurmfer took it up for him, and entered 
completely into all her opinions, paying 
high compliments to the fincerity with 
which (he confefled the failings of her fex : 
« But,'* he added, " as the EngliOi poet 
fays/' (for you know he is a great reader of 
Englilh poets.) 

'* ^is to their weaknefs half their charms we owe." 

This led her off to a (how of erudition, 
which happily changed the fubjeft; whilft 
poor I fat turning the leaves of the mufic- 
book backwards and forwards, as if feeking 
for fome thing that had made its efcape 
from between them, and looking completely 
filly, I am fure. 

At length, however, my mother's faying, 
" I thought you were going to give us a 
little mufic," jeealled all our attention to 
what had ^rried us to that end of the room ; 
and Madame D'Urtife had tVie ^?Xv^- 
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faftion of triumphing over me In the duet, 
as (he had done in every thing elfe. 

I believe you never heard her fingi (he 
has a fine voice, has been well taught, and 
is perfectly fearlefs. I could not, you may 
be fure, compofe my fpirits, fo as to do my* 
felf any credit at all j and (he purfued her 
victory in one fong after another, till fupper 
was upon table ; when the Colonel, finding 
that (he (laid, went away. 

This feemed to be a con(iderable difap* 
pointment to hers fhe inftatotly became 
filent, and all Wurmfer's witticifms fell to 
the ground. I might now have had my 
revenge, had I been malicioufly inclined ; 
but I was hurt, worn, and exhaufted with 
the vexations of the evening, and glad to 
be quiet. 

Supper pafTed heavily, and we all feemed 
very ready to feparate. 



May the Sth. — I tranfcribe a note which 
Colonel Malcolm put into my hand this 
eye^ing., 

COLONEL MALCOLM TO LOUISA. 

" The impo(ribihty of ever getting a 
moment's converfation with you, furrounded 
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as you are, obl^es me to have recourfe to 
this method of entreating you to explain 
what you meant by the expreflion you made 
ufe of to me iaft night. * Ufikind Malcolm^ 
you laid, * is this the friendfliip yon pramifed 
me?* and your look penetrated my inmoft 
ibul* 

^ Louifa, is my friendfhip then ftill vahia-^ 
tie to you ? — ^have you not thrown me oflf ? 
I am fbongly a^tated. I know not what to 
hope, what to think. That icene at the &r« 
mer's— -your unwtllingnefs to enter into kn 
eicplanation upon it — ^your cold averted 4ook$ 
when I hut touched upon the fubje<5):. I 
thought I underftood it all, and my foul has 
been upon the rack. I faw you becoming a 
willing dupe, and knew not how to fave you. 
I was certain that the liberty I had already 
taken had niade me odious in your eyes. 

*' But now you have revived my hopes, 
xny wifties: I am confufed; I know not 
what I would fay; but^ oh Louifa! deigh to 
lelieve me from the mifery you have occa- 
£oned. 

** Write me an anfwer, I conjure you, fdr 
>there is no dependence upon any opportunity 

VOL. I. D ' 
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of fpeaking; and fatisfy me whether it is 
ftill poflible you can wilh me to be the tender, 
t^e (incere friend you had accepted of, and 
which, I too much fear, fate has decreed me 
to be, in fpi^e of you and myfelf.** 

I had gonfe up into my room with this, and 
inftantly wrote the following anfwer. 

** Indeed, n:)y good friend, you have greatly 
miftaken me, if you judged there" was any 
thing like unwiUingnefs m me to enter into 
the explanation you wiftied for; I have feJt 
very uneafy in the want of it: but I was 
wounded, at being, fufpedled of duplicity; 
-that is a leflbn I have to learn, as yet I 
have never had occafion for it, and if ever 
I have, I truft I (hall fcorn it. 

" What pafled at the farmer's has been 
liufreprefented; the accident y though trifling, 
was reals every thing elfe that has been xt^ 
Iztcdy Jlctitwns. 

" De Salm took upon him to obtrude un- 
acceptable fentiments in a manner which I 
deemed infulting; I nlade him fenfible of 
his folly, in a way that, he thought, en- 
titled me to'his gratitude; and he had alked 
my hand, in token of forgiVenefs and friend- 
Jhip, when the riotous party returned to us. 
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" Let this fufEce for the prefent; I will 
give you the minute particulars the firft op* . 
portunity that offers of converfing together. 
It is only material to me now to fatisfy you, 
that fo far from deviating from your advice^ 
I was to the utmoft of my pow^r (haping my 
condudk to it, and wifhed for nothing more 
eameltly than an opportunity of telling you 
I had done fo, and proving the full fenfc I 
have of your uncommon friendftiijp, and the 
unfeigned gratitude of a heart which has 
beat moft urieaiily under the fenfe of your 
mifeonception of its integrity.'* 



9<A. — I could not find an opportunity to 
give him this yefterday evenings but he came 
to breakfaft this morning, when I gave it 
him. He took his leave with an air of 
anxious impatience. m 

He came early this afternoon, with averjr 
different afpedt from what he has wora for 
fome days.' I was at work, and he- inftantly 
Aid the following note among the filks that 
were lying upon niy frame. • 

'" You have reftored me to life, Louifa^ 
for the wretched exiftence I fliould drag on, 
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tf robbed oT your confidence and fiicndfliip, 
would not defcrve that name. I was unjuft, 
and entreat your fbrgivenefs. I judged yoir 
by the reft of womankind^ but you are dif- 
feient from any I have ever met with— candid, 
honeft, unaflfeded, docile — ^all that I could 
wi(h and ought to fear to find you ^ an angel 
in m*md, as in perfon. Louifa, I have -not 
been ufed to efteem your fex; but you com« 
pel every fentiment to unite in your favour. 
What is to become of me? What have I to 
hope or expeft ? I have not the reiblution 
to inveftigate my danger; and, indeed , I 
fear caution would come too late.'* 

I am happy this explanation has at length 
taken place. And are you aware, my deareft 
brotker, how flattering the idea that I fhould 
impreis him with an opinion of my kx 
whidi he has not yet had ? But how, indeed^ 
fhould he think well of women ? Thrown into 
a line of life, where the beft, I believe, do 
not abound — young and bandfome himfelf, 
and very opea to the impreflion of beauty, 
their charms were only an introduAion to 
the knowledge of their frailty; And people 
muft judge from their own experience, if 
the/ judge at alL How delighted (hall I be 
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to retrieve the charadter of my fcx in his 
eyes f — ^but why does he talk of danger??-^ 
does he think me capable of fporting with 
his feelings? Ah no. Colonel Malcolm! — as 
far as the moft afietftionate attentioacan con- 
tribute to your fatisfkdion, it (hall never be 
wanting. 



loih. — ^We have had a long and pleafing 
converiation this morning. I have perfeftly 
fatisfied Colonel Malcolni in every particular, 
as to what had pafled. He faid a thoufand 
kind, afFeftionate, flattering things; he is to 
warn nje, and advife me upon all occafions; 
lam to confult him, and to confine in him. 

He has not been happy through life — ^in 
the midft of falhion, of the gratification of 
his vanity and of his paffions, he felt an 
aching void, from the want of meeting with 
fuch a mind as mine (he was pleafcd to fay), 
and hb now liaving difcovered it might only 
be a fource of frefti unhappinefs; for ho^ 
could he hope that, young and pleafing as I 
was, I (hould not prefer the fociety and con- 
verfation of thofe nearer to my own age, who 
tnuft naturally all be contending for mine ? 

P 3 



54 LETTERS OF • . 

and what right had he to murmur if I 
did?. 

I affured him he quite miftook me; that I 
had ever fought the fociety of friends above 
my own years, becaufe I fouad inftruftion 
mi^ed with pleafure in tlieir converfation — 
that my brother had accuftomed me to think 
fohdly, although he had always carefully 
cautioned me againft the afFedtation of ap- 
pearing wifer than my companions; but that 
I took very httle delight in the noify unmean- 
ing joy of very young people. He faid I 
was^ an angel. 

I find Madame' D'Urtife has taken great 
pains to mifreprefent the ftory of De Salm; 
not defignedly perhaps — I may do her injuf- 
ticc — flie is talkative and unthinking — (he 
has certainly made^mifchief between De Salm 
and Mifs Vannefch. 

1 fomehow feel inclined to judge unfavour- 
ably of her; I know not why — I am tempted 
to think flie has defigns upon the Colonel. 

I am interrupted — a letter from my 
Henry. 
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SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE Tb LOUISA. 

Lyons, 26th Jpril. 

I will not attempt ta exprefs the pangs I 
felt at parting from my amiable lifter — from . 
my /heart's Louifa ! who will, I truft, ere 
this can reach her, be reftored to the calm ' 
control of that uncommon (hare of fcnfc 
and reafon, which nature has implanted in 
herbreaft, and which I would not for the 
world again difturb; and indeed I (hould not 
know where to find words, adequate to my 
feelings, if I wiftied it. 

I endeavoured to follow my mother's' ad- 
vice, and, to diflipate the melancholy fore- 
bodings which ftole on my mind, in Ipite 
of every effort, to fix my attention on the 
new fcenes, new objefts, and new charac- 
ters, which furround me. 

I picked up a French officer at the fecond 
pojle (who was travelling the fame way, 
and waiting for the firft cSche that might 
pafs), in hopes that his converfation would 
force my thoughts out of the painful bent, to 
which they perpetually recurred. Unm'eaning ' 
talk, however, goes but a little way towards 

•^4 
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drawing the mind out of itfelf. His end- 
Icfs volubility, in a very fbort time, came to 
wafte itfelf upon my eai: with no more efFedi 
than would be produced by the ticking of a 
clock; fortunately he laid it all to the ac- 
count of Englifli taciturnity, ^nd of courfe 
took no offence ; nor did he feem to con- 
(ider it as the leaft check. He certainly 
pleafed himfelf by talking on; and as he 
dealt more in declamation than in interroga- 
tion, we proceeded with great mutual com- 
placency. 

As we approached the laft pojie to this 
city, however, he found means to roufe me. 
There, faid he, pointing to a very fumptu- 
ous chdteau we were paffing by, that is the 
chdteau Boifrofe! the found was eledric! 
my very foul vibrated to it. Whether he 
perceived me change colour I know not ; but 
he added, " it is inhabited by an angel — c'eft 
tine creature celefte^ MonfieurT * faid he. 
** You are acquainted with Madame de Sain- 
val, Sir ?" faid I. He had only had the honour 
of feeing her once, de loin, aufpectack^t at 

• She is a heavenly creature. Sir. 
t At a diftance, at the play-houfe. 
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Lyons» he told me^ but thdt was quite fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy him, that it was impoflible 
to. (ay too much' either of her perfon or mind. 
I imiled at the precipitancy with which he 
had fettled the point, from his diflant view 
of her at aplay-houfej it was fingular that 
he Ihould, inftantly, and by chance, have 
flruck upon what it had cod me fuch infinite 
pains to guard againfl the ftrong conviction of. 

This little circumflance drew me irrefiftibly 
towards Him. I would not, however, indulge 
in the fubjed-we had begun upon; but I 
bbferved to him, that, from his being fo very 
clear in his judgment upon phyfiognomy, I 
guefied him to be a difciple of Lavater. 

^^Ah Moiifieuf! de cocur et d' ame T * ex- 
claimed he. I replied, Uughing, that it was 
probably from friendly confiderations for La- 
vater that he left htadoyjX of the queftion, 
as thit fometimes required argumentative 
conviftion, with vwhich the heart and foul 
might difpenfe. 

"-rfA / Monfieiir plaifante ! ^ and has, per- 
•haps, not read the book," he faid. 

• With my whole heart and foul. 

f Ah! yoHJoke. • _ ^ 

i> 5 
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I told him I had looked into fome parts c^ 
it, which had to me appeared rather proble-- 
matical. 

He would undertake to convii^ce me ia 
five minutes .-^Did I recolleft that fine paf- 
fage, where Lavater exclaims with enthu-. 
iiafm, " Oh ! princes, and potentates, erf th^ 
earth, fecure to yourfelves, at any rate, mini- 
fters with acquiline nofe^* !'* . - 

RecoUefting fomething nearly to that pur- 
pofe, I acknowledged it with a fmile. 

•" Well then, Sir, in fupport of this," added 
he, " wh«a he lays before yoy a profile of 
Calar, and another of Sully, with exaAly 
fuch nofes as he has been defcribing, can 

* This quotation is not accurate, either from th€ 
French or the EngliiK tranflations of Lavater. Butia 
the iitl} fragment of the fecond volume, fpeaking of 
the great King of Pruffia, he fays, " Let a phyfiog- 
nomift, blindfolded, only be permitted to draw hrs 
iinger lightly from the fummit of the forehead to the 
- extremity of the nofe, and he mull exclaim, This man 
' is born to attoniih the univerfe ! This man was deflined 
by nature to the throne!" And in fragment the 5th, 
of the 3d volume, '* This nofe would do honour to a 
minifter of ftate or a prince!'* This, perhaps, domes 
near enough to jellify a Frenchman's quotation. 
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there rgmain the fhadow of a doubt of their 
being the infallible indications of a mind qua- 
lified to direft an empire ?" 

" As far as Caefar and Sully go, certainly - 
not,** I replied; " and for ought I know, this 
jnay be tjie very reafon why I have never 
been able to give my hearty concurrence to 
Lord N-^— — 's nieafures. It never flxuck 
me in this light before, but it is clearly his 
not having the right fort of nofe.'* 

I might railler as much as I pleaied upon 
the fubjeft, he affured me he» was very feri- 
ous; but he was aware, que les Meffleurs 
Anglah ne fe laijfoient pas^ facikmcnt con^ 
vaincre*. 

I imagine my companion will gain credit 
in your eyes, my Louifa, by his enthufiaftic 
fervor in defending your, friend Lavater's 
opinions. 

I did not mean to have ftopped long enough 
here to write to youj but a letter I found 
awaiting me has made, a chtoge ia my plan^ 
it is from our friend B»* and informs me, that 
copies of effential papers relating to our 

; i . • 

• That Englifli gentlemen are not eafily c<uivLnfi.e<i» 

.' » 6'. ■ " ■ ■ '■ • 
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troubkfome bufinefs, together with a roug^ 
draught of the deed and inftrument, which 
it will be neceffary for him to fign, had been 
fent to him at Paris ; but that he could not 
await my arrival, as he is under the neceffity 
of going immediately to Bourbon to attend 
his aunt» who is ill. In confequence of this 
I am determined to take that road to Paris, 
although it will lengthen my journey^ and 
cauTe a confiderable delay; but I know that 
our meetii^ will expedite the bufinefs, and 
may prevent <a much greater lofs of time in 
London; and I had rather give up the ad** 
vantage <^ going by the firftihips, than Tub- 
jeft my dear mother and you to the incon- 
venience of leaving it unfiniftied. Upon 
this head I write more at length to herfelf *• 

My new friend has taken charge of my 
amufements during my ftay here, which will 
Jbe of two or three days, to await the arrival 
of the cdcke^ and intercept John's progrefi . 
to Parfe, as I iliall now want him with me. 

I fliaH iiot :entes into any particular detail 
of the o]^lenee, eiqg^nce, and induflry, dis- 
played ia the mamifadures of this place, as 

f 7i/^ i^acr to Lady Riverfdalt u m\ {o'oaA* 
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I have nothing to (ayi of which you are not 
already informecL 

Monfieur Dufibn iniifted i^n conducting 
xne to the play lad night. I recoUed^ed whom 
he had feen there, and was willing to give 
myfelf credit for a prudent reluctance in ex- 
pofing myfelf to fuch a meeting. I objefted, 
but I believe it was ^intly; for his perfua* 
fions got the better, and I went. 

I fear it was with a latent fpark of hope 
in my bread, that I inight be forced into a 
prefence, whi^h reafon fo ftrongly urges me 
to avoid ; for I felt exceffively dilappointed, 
upon calling my eyes round the boxes, to 
fee . not one face that I had any particular 
motive either for looking at or avoiding. I 
became diflatisfied with the performance, and 
would gladly have withdrawn myfelf ftom 
my companion; but that was impoflible. 

You fee, Louifa, I encourage you to give 
me an account of all your thoughts, and 
even weakneffes (if any fuch could exift in 
my filler's mind) by the franknefs with which 
I lay open mine. 

Write to me often, and be minute, my 
beloved friend ! — the delay in the (kVvs&JBdv^xx 
of hearing from you was the onVy cvk.xwc^- 
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fiance that gave me a momentary heiitation 
about lengthening my journey to Paris. ' But 
alas ! when I think of the immeafurable dif- 
tanee that will foon, feparate tis ! — ^when I 
think ' that the time, the moment, when 
your Henry's advice might* be of ufe — his 
^rote6tion wanted— ^muft be Jong, long 
elapfed, before even the letters carl reach 
him 

•^ Excufe this defpondence of the inftant-— 

Icannot dwell upon the fubjeflr: 

Yet when I refledt upon the end propofed 
in this long voyage !— upon the advantages 
that will ultimately accrue to my revered 
parent, arid my adored Louifa, from my ac- 
ceptance of the fituation fo honourably ob- 
tained for me, I condemn myfelf for my un^ 
mahlyi my unavailing regrets. My imagi- 
xiatioh anticipates the time, when my exer- 
tions (hall have reftored thofe, who are dearer 
to me than life, to the fituation they are enj- 
titjed to fill in their own country ; where I 
may at Length return to them blefled with 
the means to difFufe happinefs around me, 
and enjoy with niy mother and my fifter the . 
reward of my toils. 

Mcanwhik I am deeply fcn£\\A^ oi xJa^ 
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diflferencd in our Ctuations, anc} how much 
more arduous my Louifa's trial is than mine 
in our feparation. The identity of the fcenes 
around you will perpetually aflbciate with 
the idea of Henry. While the variety of 
objefts, the ambitious .purfuits in which I 
am engaging, muft ferve in fome degree to 
divert my attention from poignant refledioi). 
We are by no means upon a level; yet at 
this moment I perhaps might vie evep with 
my Louifa in painful fenfibility. 

** Where'er I ^o, whatever realms I fee. 
My heart, untravel'd, fondly turns to thee; 
Still to my Jtfter turns, Mjith ceafelefs pain>^ 
And drags at each rem9ve a lengthening chain,** 

Never before did I fedl the full force of 
thefe beautiful lines. Certainly the fimilarity 
of fituation ftrengthens their impreffion on a 
heart filled with the fame fweet and cordial 
affedtion. Adieu, adieu, my friend, my 
fifter ! Guardian angels ever pro t eft you ! 



.LOUISA. IN ANSWER. 

Gene'va, nth May. 

' The very fight of my* beloved brother*s 
hzxui'Writwg was almoft too mucVi lot Yi\^\ 
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judge, then, how overpowering the aSeo« 
donate contents of your letter muft hav0. 
proved ! But it has been very long in comr 
ing. I did not complain, becaufe I was 
fttr6 you could not be negleftful: but do 
not ever f^in, deareft Henry, truft letters 
to a private hand; the poft is a ib much 
furer and fpeedier conveyance. 

Ungrateful Louifa! to begin with find- 
ing fault, whilil the mod infignificant fen- 
tence, that can catch the eye in this faith-* 
ful tranfcript of fraternal affedlion, is more 
than fufficient to repay the anxious expec- 
tation. 

Oh ! that I could recall an expreffion in 
the pacquet you wiirfind at Paris* ! I can- 
not bear you ftiould think me narrow^ 
minded. I did feel a momentary pang at 
fancying myfelf fo foon forgotten ; and there- 
fore I uttered it : but recoUefting, that 

'*-The fclfifh heart defer ves the pain it feels," 

I inftantly checked myfelf; and now I weep 
that my brother fhould have fufFered fo much 
and fo long from our feparation. 

.* See page 9, '* And could my \>ioxW, UcJ*. 
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Explain to me, my dear friend, thcfe Teem- 
ing contradidions in a mind, which I take 
ibme pains to reduce to confiftency ! 

1 trace the uneafinefs of your's, through 
every attempt at cheerfulnefs in your letter. 
I fee too — and I grieve to fee it — how Ma- 
dame De Sainval ftill hangs about your 
heart. 

Explain to me alfo, Henry, why it is, that 
with fo ftrong a fenfe of what is right, and 
fa determined, a refolution to ad up to it, 
the conflid fliould be fo frequently renewed, 
and our beft refolves fo conflantly in danger 
of being (haken. Had you weakly given 
way in the firft monientis — ^had you ever 
fuffered a ray of hope to enter your bread — 
I could have underflood it: but you were 
inftantly aware of your danger, and fled, . 
even before the objed .of it could form the 
flighted fufpicion of the effed of her charms j 
aiKl yet the dangerous idea for ever haunts 
you ! 

I truft to my &ir countrjrwomen for ex« 

pelling this trOubiefome intruder fronvyour 

i bofom. I entreat you not to fall in love at 

. Paris — ^I have fet my heart upon your fixii^ 

V your affedions in England, thougU t\\^ \xw^%. 
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I know of Englifliwomen is from report j for 
thofe we fee here are in general fo foreignifcd^' 
we cannot judge fairly of them : but from - 
the idea I have pidured in my own ima- 
gination, I could by no means be fatisfied 
io have you choofe a wife of any other 
country* ' 

And, by the by, I ftrongly fufped, .that 
the partiality you have conceived for the 
French originates with this fame Jit tie un-- 
bidden gueft, who has ^taken-fuch pofleffioii 
- of your mind, and pervades your' thoughts 
in every (hape, unperceived even by your- 
felf. 

I am much entertained with your French 
officer, though rather difturbed that you 
Ihould expedt me to like his defence of my . 
admired Lavater. From fuch -a d^ender 
Heaven defend Twe/ — it puts me in niind 
of Soame . Jenyns's defence of Chriftianity^: 
only that I believe the officer has the ad- 
» vantage in point of fincerity ; for he^ at leaft, 
meant well to his cajLii^. . . 

But how is it, myi.dear brother, that I, 
who am always .fo certain I muft be. wrong 
when I differ in opinion from you, (hould 
in tho cafe of Lavater cgntinue obftinate ? 
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I thinki it muft proceed from foniething like 
an internal evidence, arifing in fupport of 
his dodirine: for I am ready to fubfcribc to 
your idea that, in the true fpirit of a fyftem- 
mongcr, he every where carries his fyftem 
too far: at the fame time I cannot help 
thinking, that if you were as impartial- upon 
this head as you are in general, you would 
allow there is much of ingenuity, obferva- 
tion, and truth, in his work. 

I jreally believe you will not truft me with 
your fair opinion upon the fubjeft, left, 
under the fanftion of it, I might give too 
much way to fanciful ideas in phyfiognomy, 
and take unfounded prejudices for or againft 
people at firft fight. 

My mother has written to you, along with 
my pacquet, to. Paris, where this may now 
alfo get before you.^ She delays anfwering 
your's till ftie hears the refult of your inter- 
view with B , at Bourbon; but bids me 

fay (he is much pleafed with your determina- 
tion of going there^ 

It may not turn out unufeful in another 
refpeft; as your report, in regard to the 
acco^xmodations at feme of thofe French 
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watering-places, may influence her choice, $ ■ 
Tiflbt (hould perfift in wiftiing her to make 
trial of any of them. She continues ycrjr^ ^ 
materially better, however, and flatters her* 
fclf there may be no occafion for any thing 
more than following up his prefcriptions re* 
gularly: and, indeed^ I begin to hope fo . 
too. 

Obferve, Henry, that I fhall always aa- 
fwer your letters as I am doing now, inde^ 
pendantly of my journal, that I may not 
break in upon the narrative, which t^ on a 
fudden become more interefting than I ex- 
pefted. 

I am anxious for your opinion in regard 
to Colonel Malcolm; indeed I am anxious 
for it in every thing, and do not at all direft 
mylelf well without it, as you will perceive. 
Oh, my bell friend ! were I to give way to 
my regrets, they would be endlefs. I ex- 
pedted to mifs your counfels — to mifs your 
participation in my little diftrefles and in my 
occupations: but I mifs you in my very 
pleafures, my Henry 1— -nothing feems to me 
to anfwer to that name without you. In 
fliort, I .% with Montaigne, ** /' (tois Ji 
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eccoutumSe it itre deuxihne partouU que jc 
nejuis plus qtCa moitii nulle part ♦.'* 

But I cannot bear to be for ever harping 
upon fo painful a firing: there is often more 
true affeftion Ihown in fuppreffing, than in 
uttering, all that the heart would fuggeft. 
Your's will ever give me credit for what I 
da not fay, whilft every aftioii of my life 
tends to prove how truly I am, in the fuUeft 
fenfe of the words, your affeftionate, obliged, 
and moft gratefol Louisa. 



THE ^URNAL CONTINUED. 

May the 1 6th. — An excurfion of three days 
to Laufanne has interrupted my journal. A 
fudden ihdifpofition of my grandmother's 
had alarmed my aunt, and (he fent over an 
exprefs for us. Colonel Malcolm had fome 
bufinefs there, and offered to attend us. 
The good Dean thought his ferviccs might 
be acceptable to the dear old woman, and 
offered his company likewife, of which we 
thankfully availed ourfelves. 

* I was (<> accni^omed to feel my(t\f Jkiwd t^try 
whcre^ that I bow feem to be h^tbaljvxv^^ ^\»5;«% 
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■ She was, however, much better by thfe 
time we got there, and expreffed great 
fatisfaftion in the fight of us. The calm 
refignation there is about her, joined to the 
purity of her mind and fimplicity of her 
manners, imprefs one with the idea - of a 
faint. 

She and the Dean paffed fcvend hours to- 
gether in converfation and prayer. I would 
gladly have been admitted ; but (he faid the ' 
fcene was too folemn for my years; (he feared 
its making too painful an impreffion up^n 
my youthful ipind, which was already quite 
ferious enough for my age: (he faid, (he 
would not have her Louifa become a re- 
clufe. 

She has fixed me down in her own opinion 
for having too ferious a turn, ever fince I ex- 
preflTed my admiration fo warmly of Young's * 
Night Thoughts. 

Yet I fee no more reafon, my dear brother, 
for fuppofing one is to be gloomy for liking 
them, than for having a (Irong fenfe of 
one's religious duties; which no one c^ 
iurpafs her in, and I never faw at her age 
a more cheerful mind. Young was himfelf, 
J 4m told, far from a gloomy man. He rai(es 
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)ur. hopes and expeftations from this world 
that where change (hall be no more : and 
5 it deftroying our enjoyments here, to place 
;hcm in their true light of inftability ? Is he 
not fully juftified in the doftrine, that if 
this world be our all, it is nothing, becaufe 
wc have no permanent hold upon any one 
^leffing? But if we look upon it as the en- 
trance to immortality, every happinefs we 
[hatch as we go has a double zeft; and we 
:an lofe them without repining, becaufe we 
have higher objedts in view. 
^ Without repiiiingy did I fay? — Ah, my 
Henry ! where were all thefe moral convic- 
tions when I parted from you ? Alas ! alas 1 
how little can all our arguments, all our 
philofophy, guard us agaihft the ftrong im- 
pul& of the moment! — We reafon at a dif- 
tance, and imagine ourfelves fteeledj but 
when the hour of trial comes, nature reigns 
triumphant, and proves the ''fallacy^ of our 
proud theories. 

• Yet I will fey, that a chriftian philofopher^ 
(and, indeed, we have always a^eed that 
there never was ano^er who could inake 
good the name) fooncr recovers (he balance 
x>f his foul> and is^ieftoied' to ^^act^ "W.^ 
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that confidence in the Supreme Ruler of 
the univerfe, from which I have found fuch 
ineftimable benefit in this my firft trial. 
And fo, having dubbed myfelf a chriftian 
philofopher, as you perceive, I have brought 
my philofophy back to Geneva this evening^ 
for your improvement, it (hould feem. 

I did not quite intend, when I fat down^ 
to get into fuch a moral diflertation; but my 
pen fometimes t-akes its- own way, you know; 
and, moreover, you wifti it (hould. 

Colonel Malcolm's whole attention is di- 
redked to me in a very marked manner ; and, 
highly as we have ever efteemed him, I can- 
not but feel greatly flattered with it, as you 
may fuppofe. 

We endeavoured to perfuade my aunt to 
move hither with my grandmother, which 
file did not combat fo flrongly as (he has 
ibrmerly done; and we have hopes it may 
ht brought about. Her motives for re* 
maining 4t Laufanne have decreafed in force 
fey the death of her friend ; and we hope 
that our having found a hou(e here which 
wiH hold OS al^ (yoa remember Madame 
I>c-~— -'s) will clinch the bufmefs, fo wc 
^^^ lofe no time u fecuring i^ 
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I miift not omit to mention, that the 
Deaa's acquaintance with the great luminary 
of literature, that fhines fo benignly upon 
Laufanne, gave us an opportunity of feeing 
bim. He had invited fome company to a 
collation, and politely defired the Dean to 
prevail upon his party to partake of it. 
'Whether the Dean might have hinted at our 
curiofity to fee him, and that a wifti to im- 
prefs us with peculiar admiration added at 
all to the degree of parade that ftruck us in 
him, I cannot fay. His converfation cer- 
tainly abounds in entertaining anecdote, to 
which he feemed to call the attention of the 
company by the tap of his fnufF-box : his 
flow didaftic manner of fpeaking may pro- 
bably arife from the habit of confidering 
over his phrafes before he fubmits them to 
public criticifm. I have feen fo few writers 
of eminence, that I can form no comparative 
judgment; but I ftiould imagine an author 
muft always be in fome degree ftudying to 
keep his converfation upon a level with his 
literary fame, and therefore not fo likely to 
fall into the eafy colloquial ftyle of elegant 
company. I was, however, highly gratified 

VOL. I. E 
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in the viiit, and much pleaf^ upon the 
whole: and he has obligingly promiled to 
improve the acquaintance in. his- next ex- 
curfion hither. ' 



17///. This morning has produced the fol- 
lowing note from Colonel Malcolm : 

" Louisa! too arfiiable Loui{a ! I muft 
ceafe to fee — I muft ceafe to hear you ! — 
What have I brought upon mjrfclf ! — Your 
fweetncfs — your gentle, affeftionate atten- 
tions^ are dcftruftion — fatal, indeed, to my 
peace, has been the charge I have under- 
taken 1 

" Yet you did fay, you preferred the fo- 
ciety of thofe whofe years were beyond your 
own. Could it be poflible for you to give a 
permanent preference to fuch focicty, I might 
not be wholly hopelefs : and the moft diftant 
gleam breaking in upon me would relieve 
me from inexpreflible torture. 

" If you have nothing kind to fay, be 
harfli, and forbid me your prefence— that 
may give me ftrength to fly you 

" Frefti openings have been made to me 
^n regard to the miffionj but I can think of 
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nothing — I can attend to nothing, indc- 
pendant of you. 

" To purfue the profpeft held out would 
take me from you — and I cannot go 

" Had I empires, Louifa, I would Jay them 
at your feet — ^but I have only an honeft heart, 
which now can have but one object ^ in view. 
Give me- the flighteft encouragement, (for, 
Louifa^ you cannot deceive) and 1 will drug- 
gie through any difficulties 

** But if I muft form no hopes, it little 
matters what becomes of the unfortunate 

^' Malcolm.'* 

This is my ahfwer : 

" I AM too fincerely grieved for the pain 
I give you, my worthy friend, .to affeft either 
to doubt or mifunderftand you. It is con- 
fidence in you, and not in my felf, that fatisfies 
me of your fincerity. 

" I am equally honoured and flattered by 
your fentiments : but it will be extremely- 
difficult to reconcile them to prudence either 
on your part or mine. 

" To my mother, therefore, I refer you : 
if (he approve, you (hall not find Louifa 

E 2 
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backward, where gratitude and the moft af- 
feftionate efteem pokit the way/* 

I hope, Henry, you will not think this is 
going too far — it will how reft with m^ mo- 
ther's opinion. 

Another note ! enclofed in a book he had 
offered to lend me. Now I know not what 
to do'i 

COLONEL MALCOLM TO LOUISA. 

" Your letter agitates me beyond ex- 
preffion. You give an opening to my hopes, 
but to crufh them again inftantly by referring 
me to Lady Riverfdale— what can I fay to 
her, that will in any (hape fatisfy the cold, 
prudential views of maternity ? She is good, 
but not indulgent — fhe cannot allow for 
fentiments fhe has never underftood; and 
what have I to offer at this moment but un- 
certain profpedks- and an honeft heart ? Do 
not mifunderftand the purport of my note, 
my lovely child; I do not wifli to tie you 
<iown to any thing— I claim no prbmife — it 
is I only who fhall be bound — to devote my 
life to you, if you give me a fmile of appro- 
bation. I (hall inftantly be roufed to talce 
fuch fteps as wilj bring my long-dubious fate 
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to a crifis — if a fortunate one, with what 
tranfport (hall I then fall at yotir mother's 
feet, ^ and folicit the blefling which can alone 
give a value to my exiftence ! 

^* If I fail — 1 fhall not long be troublefome 
to you in any (hape : but do not how — do 
not, for Heaven's fake,' reft my hopes upon 
your mother's fanftion !" 

What can I fay ? What can I do, Henry ? 
Would it not be cruelty to' perfift in the re- 
ference to my mother for the prefent ? — 
What, indeed, is there to refer to her, as he 
fo genei'oufly declares he does not wifti to 
* bind me ? The gratitude his difintereftednefs 
jmpreffes upon my heart, I can have no 
doubt of her fully concurring in; therefore^ 
as he juftly obftrves, vyhat is there for the 
prefent to refer to her about ? Very fhort, 
indeed, muft this heart fall of all that her 
precepts and example have tended to incul- 
cate, if it could withhold the tribute of 
affedtionate efteem fo juftly due. Unfeeling 
muft I be,- if I could bear the thought of 
caufing unhappinefs to One who fa eminently 
diftinguilhes me by his preference. Never, 
ColoneLMalcolm!— neveii my woi:th^^ t^- 

fi 3 
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vered friend! will the highly -honoured' 
Looi{a withdd her /affedionate exertion to 
pnHiiote your happincfs: and (hould my' 
xhotber approve, a^ I cannot doubt flic 
will when he comes to have it in his 
power to explain his wilhes to her, what 
a happy profpedt will mine be !— For what 
fjgnifies the difFerenCe of age, my^dear bro- 
ther? 

I do not like young men : they arc incon- 
ftant, prefumptuous, opinionated, ignorant. 

. In Him I (hall be fure of an experienced guide, 
an inftruftive companion, a faithful friend. 
His want of fortune — for, (hould hi? pro- 
fpefts even anfwer to his moft fanguine ex- 
pedtations, it will but be a bare compe- 
tency — his want of fortune is more gratifying 
to me, than if he were poflTeflfed of the em- 
pires he talks of. I might then be fu(peded 
of interefted views: now no motive c^ be 
afligned but the right one — a folid wi(h for 
rational happinefs. 

I may even, perhaps, by fome be blamed, 
and deemed imprudent for not attending 
more to pecuniary con(iderations. Mean, 
fordid confiderations ! how I defpife them ! — 

as J f happincfs were to be p\Aic\x^fe^\ 
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I cannot form a doubt of the finccrity of 
Colonel Malcolm's proteftations : for what 
could tempt a man to deceive, where no 
ambitious or intcrefted end is in view, you 
know ? On the contrary, he will, perhaps, 
be blamed as. much and more than I can be, 
for forming the connexion. Generous, dif- 
intcrefted Malcolm ! you do not bind me ! — 
but my heart does, to repay, in the only 
way I am able, the mifery you lay to my 
charge. 

Confidering it thus imp^tially, I am quiter 
determined to accede to his requeft of with- 
holding, the communication from my^ ma* 
ther for the prefent r fhe certainly, however 
well flie might wifti to do it, could not give 
her fanftion to fo precarious an engagement. 
Cold, unfeeling prudence, would force her 
to difapprove, againft her better judgment 
and kinder afFedipns. It is certainly quite 
right to delay it,, till he has really fome pofi- 
tive propofal to make : meanwhile,, however, 
each look and each adion (hall (how my 
valued friend, that every wilh. of my heart is^' 

«-4 
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1 8///. Colonel Malcolm eafily perceived 
by my manner, that I affented to the requefl 
with which he ended his letter^ and he Teemed 
to acquire a new being. 

I had agreed to go to Madame De — — *S/ 
'' affembly. He met me there. It turned 
out to be a dance. You knojv I am not at 
any time paffionately fond of dancing; and 
I availed myfelPof a flight head-ache, as an 
excufe for fitting out, which I knew would 
give him an opportunity of converfing with 
me at leifure. 

■ You will readily conjefture what our diC* 
courfe turned upon-^the moft unbounded 
profeffions of attachment on his part; every 
afFeftionate and grateful return on mine. 
He is immediately to fet out for Vienna, and 
fee what the refult of the new overtures made 
to him will be. 

In the courfe of our converfation he paid 
fome compliments to my perfon, which fur- 
prized me; and I fmilingly faid, " I will not 
accufe you of thinking meanly of my under^ 
flanding, in fuppofing it can be gratified by 
this kind of flattery =; I am willing to believe 
your partiality leads you to think what you 
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fay ; but furely you and my mother fee with 
very different eyes." 

^^ I do not believe that we do,'* replied he; 
** but Ihe has laid down a maxim to herfelf, 
which (he has often contended with mefor 
the propriety of — that young perfons ought 
to be kept ignorant of their own attractions y 
cts the bejl means offecuring that timid, un- 
qffuming behaviour, which is their greatefl 
ornament.^^ 

" And has my mother fo poor an opinion 
of me as to fuppofe, that I might not be 
trufted with the confcioufnefs of Jfo flight an 
advantage ? That head muft be weak indeed, 
which could be turned by the pofTefEon of 
£b fecondary a qualification ! — I cannot tell 
you how much I feel mortified and let -down 
by the idea :'* and I believe mjr countenance 
evinced the truth of my words j fer he was 
afFefted, and exclaimed, " Oh, Louifa ! 
what a charafteriftic trait of your fuperior 
mind is this ! How few— ^how very few wo- 
men could fay the fame, and gain a mo- 
ment's belief !'* 

I endeavoured to take up the defence of 
my own fex upon this as well as fome other 
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points;, but am fofry to fay I did not fcem ^ 
to gain much ground with him : his bpinion 
of women in general is very depreciating, 

[Here there is a break of about three, weeks in the 
journal^ for which the Editor can only account by 
a pacquet's being left, as Louifa makes no mention 
of any reafon for it. The following letter, which 
probably reached Lady Riverfdale in this interval, 
as no anfwer any where appears to it> is here in- 
fer ted to fill up the hiatus,'] 



SIR HENRY TO LADY RIVERSDALE. 

Eaux di Bourbon^ ^ih May, 

{The beginnings of this letter entirely relates 
to the law-papers y bonds, €Cc. in the hands 

of Mr. B , xvhom Henry had gone 

out of his way to meet at Bourbon. As 

^ it is merely dry detail, it appears to the 
Editor more conformable to the novel-like 
appearance, that is endeavoured to be 
thrown over this correfpondence, to Jlate 
briefly, that the laxv-fuit, in which tlie 

family were involved, originated in the 

fudden death of Sir William Riverfdale, 
in the Eafl Indies, without a will, and 

///^ di/)wnejly of the agents in remitti?2g 
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his fortune : and Sit Henry ^ in one of 
the fubfequent letters^ appears to have 
obtained the appointment thither chiefly 
with the view of being able to manage- 
tie matter better upon thefpot.] 

He - tlren continues : 

The deviation I have made has ootr 

in itfelf proved at all unpleafant ; except fo 
fir as it has thrown the profpedt of receiving; 
accounts of my beloved mother and fifter to • 
a greater diflance. My foul hungers and 
tliirfts for intelligence of you. both ^, which 
I might have very certainly received' at: 
£yons, . whence l- wrote, could the motives . 
for. this change of plan have been fore- 
feen,. The idea^ that fomc of the watering-* 
places Ihavevifited might, at a future period: 
be ufefal to my dearcft mother^ if her. health 
continued in its prefent fluftuating ftate,. 
has given*.tbem a confiderahle. degree, of in-- 
fcereft in my eyes. 

My road firft led' to- the- little city ofi 
tuxeuil, at. the: extremity of which there are^ 
warm fpring?., A buildings conftrufted with* .. 
feme degree of elegance, enclofes the., bathsi* 

E 6 
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with an arcade, and a walk of limes furrounds 
it. The baths are filled by . fprings of dif- 
ferent degrees of temperature, and , are in 
general very neat ; the water perfeftly clear ', 
and bathing can fcarcely be more luxurious, 
than it is at this place. I am not fure, how- 
ever, that it might be reckoned entirely fa 
by thofe, who want a great deal of attend- 
ance : r do not, you know ; and certainly 
none was preffed upon me. Would Mon* 
fieur take the key ? or Ihould he (the guide), 
lock the door bn the outfide whilft Monficur 
went in ? ^ 

- I took the key without hefitation ; per- 
feftly convinced, that if he had heard of a 
dance, or a party of any kind, or had only 
been alked to play at the dulleft of all games^ 
domino, which is a favourite recreation here„ 
every idea of the folitary bather would have 
been obliterated, and I might have been im- 
prifoned in the building all night. 

Plombieres is a kind of mountain village, 
which lias an agreeable wildnefs in its ap- 
pearance, from being fituated between two 
high hills : the vallies have a little wood, arid 
make the pleafanteft walks in the environs : of 
courfe, there is an allce for the company. 
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Two fous is the price for bathing in the 
public bafon, which is alfo tepid, and in the 
middle of the ftreet, and moreover, open; 
furrounded, however, by niches for the deli- 
cate, where you may bathe more privately 
for eight fojis : and for the benefit of thofe 
who may be equally delicate and fociable, 
tubs are placed near the great bafon, with a 
curtain drawn round them, fo that they may 
bathe privately, and yet enjoy the pleafure 
of converfation, which is what a Frenchman 
is ever moft unwilling to give up. I was 
fortunately there d la belle heure *, and not 
a Httle diverted with the confufion and 
charivari of their bawling to each other. 

At Bains I began almoft to repent of hav- 
ing taken Plombieres in my way ; for I found 
that Bourbon feemed to recede from me as I 
advanced. 

Of the great want of precifion in French 
informants, a traveller ought to be aware. 
There certainly was no reafon why Madame 
De V — \ — Ihould tell me at Luxeuil, that 
Plombieres was not- much out of my way, 
and that there was a very good road 

. *• At the faibionable hour. 
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thence to Bains ; both of which are perfefiEIy 
contrary to faft. But they never hefitate t(y 
give a decifive anfwer; and, perhaps, never 
draw a di{^n6t line between what they dOu 
and what 'they do not know* ' 
• This is very inconvenient^ at lead to an-. 
Englifhman, and would probably be fo ta 
themfelves, if they confidered convenience as 
any thing : but of all the civilized people on: 
earth, none furely ever regarded fo little,, 
what we call comfort and accommodation, as 
they do. 

As I was leaving Plombieres, in one erf" Ac 
French poft-chaifes, the Vifcomte De Re- 
mours propofed to me to take him in third,, 
as there was only myfelf and my fervant in. 
the chaife ; and by giving him leave to pay 
for the imaginary horfe *, which would con- 
fequently be required, it would fave him' 
fomething without adding to my expence. 

• The fojh was very arbitrary in France, and obliged: 
a traveller to take what number of horfes it judged 
the weight of the carriage and number of perfons it 
contained to require: and it was very ufual to pay for 
cne horfe more than was'aflually given, which was a. 
fort of compromife, that faved fomething, arid is what. 
the Vifcomte here alludes to. 7 ie Editor. , 
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Having a few loofe parcels of my own^ 
and no very particular admiration for him, I 
did not/coniider the arrangement as de- 
firal3le: he had, however, been very civil, 
and I thought it would be churlifh to refufe;. 
fo I agreed to his propofal. 

•* Et mes deux chiens ne vous incommo- 
deront' pas?'* faid he; " j*en prendrai un,r 
fur mes genoux, et quand Tautre fera fatigu^ 
de courir, ii fe tiendra fort tranquilement ii 
mes pieds *. 

When I had affented to this likewiie, he 
called to the ^lle d'auberge to fetch his 
meille chatouille ^y vthich he had a parti- 
cular afFedion for, and would take no room 
at all, as it would ftand under his legs; and 
his yJrc de nuit \ Ihould go behind him; and 
his portefeuille || of drawings would ftand 
edgeways before; and, perhaps^ I Ihould 
have no objeftion to, fitting my feet upon 

• And my two dogs will be no inconvenience to 
you? One of them I can take upon my lap; and 
when the other is tired of running, he will lie very 
quietly at my feet. 

f A fort of travelling ftrong box# 

X Bundle of night things. 

H Pojtfolio. 
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his necejaire *, as it was very flat. As to 
his vache^j it would faften upon the top of 
mine, and his trunk and hat-box behind; 
and the books, which he never travelled" 
without, we could flow them behind us, of 
between us, or any where. 

All this was doubtlefs pradicable, and, as 
the propofals accumulated, very diverting; 
but it was by no means convenient ^ (b I madet 
a propofal in my turn, that I would purchafe 
a hinouche % for my fervant and the baggage, 
and, inftead of his imaginary horfe, we would 
club the road expence of it between us» 

I obferved he looked a little furprized, but 
he made no kind of objedlion, and fo it was 
fettled. But, to my infinite amufement, I 
heard him, as he alighted from the chaife at 
Bains, where an acquaintance infbintly ac- 
cofted him, narrate my very great fingularityv 
in choofing to put myfelf to fo unnecefliary 
an expenfe: " Mais ces Anglais aiment^ 
leurs aifes h un point inimaginable ||,** faid he^ 

• Travelling drciSng-boxr. 

f Imperial. 

J A fort of booby-hutch. 

II But thofe Englift gentlemen have an inconcezv* 
able partiality for convenience. 



I 
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'his habit, however, of bearing fmall 

dfliips has its advantages, for it would 

ible them to bear greater, patiently; 

lereas we Englifli my lords are perhaps 

lade very helplefs, and very nervelefs, by 

Jie highly finifhed luxury of our houfes, 

ables, carriages, and attendants. 

I began at length to defpair of reaching 
Bourbon, for I was obliged to go back to 
Luxeuil to get to Bains, and thence found 
it nine leagues inflead of four, which I 
had been told it was; and thefe nine proved 
a journey of two days, the roads were fo exe- 
ciable* It is not deep ruts that you meet 
with in thefe crofs-roads, but there is a caufe- 
way thrown up, with large ftones tofled into 
it, which may occafiohally overfet the car- 
riage; but of this they tliink nothing, fo 
long as there is no hill. It quite accounts 
for Madame de Sevigne's overturn in the 
roads, which, (he had been affured, were 
*^ comme dans cette chambre.'* 

The laft three leagues took us five hours, 
and fo doubtful wqre the poftillions of our 
track, that, but for following a. waggon,, we 
fhould never have kept it at all. We however 
at length reached the inn, in company with 
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half a dozen voituriers; and the woman of 
the houfe, not underftanding what we could 
mean by chopfing to be feparate ivova thcfe 
gentlemen (for I (hould have told you, that 
at Luxeuil i had picked up Mr. and Mrs. W.) 
we hired a lantern, and with fome diffi* 
culty Mr. W. and I,' between us, contrived 
to help Mrs. W. through the dirt to ano^ 
ther houlc, where we were juft fuffer^d to 
ftay. 

The fmall farmers and labourers are gene- 
rally affembled in villages, altogether as dirty 
as the dirtied hogftye in England; but I by 
no means think, that the poor are worfe fed 
than ours; and in fociety they have greatly 
the advantage of us; there is fuch an inter- 
change of civility amongft the lowed ranks^ 
as mud in time amount to kindnefs. We 
will hope, that the Englifli have more of 
generofity, truth, and foUd good qualities; 
but thefe, together with their underdandingv 
feem to be lod in beer and blackguardifm^ 
Indead of going to the alehoufe to drinky 
the French meet to talk to one another; the 
knowledge of each individual is by thefe 
means brought into the common dock, and 
by difcourfing upon fuch. matters o£ fe(9ti» 
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or of opinion, as come before them, their 
underftandings are enlarged and polifhed. 
Praftice, which improves every thing, nsuft 
in the greateft degree improve converfationj 
and this is the reafon, probably, why the 
French language excels every other in fami- 
liar dialogue. I have on numberlefs occa- 
fions obferved, that men, women, and even 
children, fpeak with a fort of intelligence, 
upon general topics, much furpafSng what 
we fliould meet with in a common Englifh 
&rmen 

I loft no time in feeing B. as you may ' 
foppofe, &c. 

[The remainder of the letter returns to the 
Subject of bufinefs^ zvith which it began."] 



THE JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

Ju7ie ^Al? 7 ^Ai^— The Dean brought a friend's 
fon with him this evening, a young Englifh 
nobleman, juft come from Italy — extremely 
fond of mufick. 

Tea was no fooner over than the Dean led 
me to the harpfichord, faying, " come, my 
lord, we'll (how you what can be done, with- 
out going to Italy for it/' A little daunted 
by this fpeech, I fang with rrvott xVv^Xi x^Sni^ 
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timidity, .Lord Grantin, however, civilly ; 
profeiTed himfelf pleafed, and encouraged ' 
me with bravas ! and pulitas ! innumerable. 
He had brought fome Italian operas with \ 
him, which he fent for, and his violoncella 
at the fame time, upon which he performs 
admirably, and we fpent a very pleafant 
mufical evening. 

He compared my tafte to Aprile*s, and 
my expreffion to ,Marchefi*s — ^was ailonilhed 
at the facility with which I fung at fight — 
and, in ftiort, was profufe of compliments, 
interlarded with a variety of kalian excla- 
mations and phrafes, which feemed to me 
more intended to fet himfelf off, than to 
flatter me. 

He is certainly an elegant young man in 
his appearance, but with rather too ftrong a 
da(h of the coxcomb. 

Colonel Malcolm was not in fpirits — ht 
is not very fond of mufick — he played at 
Reverfis with my mother, but feemed per- 
feftly abfent — and Was crofs with the good 
little Deanj who did not, however, much 
trouble his head about it. I believe he was 
difappointed at my being fo entirely engrofled 
*<^r the evening. I could have wiOxed to haw 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 9^ 

I devoted part of it to the card-table, on his 
account , and once indeed, upon feeing Lady 
Riverfdale look a little worn, propofed to 
relieve her, by cutting in, but was over- 
ruled; • 

After Lord Grantin was gone, we praifed 
bis mufical talents and handfome perfon. 
M^colm faid he thought him very con- 
ceited, and there it ended. 



June the Sih. — Lord Grantin came again 
this evening, and was very eager for more 
mulic. My mother feems much pleafed 
'with him; the Dean extols his claflical know- 
ledge, high birth (he is fon to the Marquis 
of Egmore), and great fortune — and the 
Colonel looks extremely uneafy under it all. 

I feel diftrefled — T would not wi(h to be 
diftant or uncivil to any friend of the Dean's; 
at th^ fame time there is a forwardnefs in 
Lord Grantin, that I do not at all like. He 
feems to conceive himfelf entitled to flatter 
by the mofl trifling attentions, which he ac- 
companies with an air of condefcenfion — fay- 
ing civil things, at the fame time, in a care- 
fefs fupercilious manner, as if he fcarce 
knew whether he faid them or no, which 
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altc^ther appears to me extremely offibnfive. 
Wilhing to convince Colonel Malcolm that i 
I thought fo,' I took two or three oppor- 
tunities of (howing it, in a ftyle of raillerf 
which I do not often indulge in, but whidi 
Lord Grantin irrefiftibly called forth by. bis . ' 
felfrfufficiency. 

He is good-humoured. too. 



I ^th. — Madame D'Urtife certainly has dc- 
figns upon Colonel Malcolm, Henry: {he 
laft night attempted to play off Lord Gran- 
tin upon him, in a manner that ftruck every 
body the more forcibly for his Lordfhip's 
perfeft infenfibility to her attatks; he con- 
cluding, probably, that his handfome, well- 
dreffed figure, entitles him to the attention 
of all womankind. 

The fcene was diverting enoygh to the 
lookers-on. 

She in the firft place obliged Colonel Mal- 
colm, much againft his inclination, to fit 
down to triftrac with her. She then told 
Lord Grantin, that, if he would look over 
her, (he would inftruft him in the rudiments 
•of the game. 
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Lord Grantin threw himielf indolently into 
k chair next her> and began humming a tune 
:o himielf. 

Het pretty hands and fine eyes now dif- 
]^yed all their attraffcions; and could not 
hBTC &iled of producing fome effedt, but for 
the counterafting power of the looking- 
g)afs9 which ^ happening to be immediately 
oppofite, had rivctted his Lordfhip's eyes to 
a ftill more fafcinating objedt ; whilft the 
Colonel's attention was wholly turned to the 
card-table, where I was fupplying my mo- 
ther's place, who had retired into her own 
loom with the head-ache. 

Madame D'Urtife, in her broken Englifti, 
held forth upon the various modes of play- 
ing every call of the dice, which gave her 
pupil an opportunity of fliowing his white 
teeth, by an occafibnal fmile of affent, when 
0ie, by a louder repetition of what (he had 
before faid, obliged him to turn his eyes from 
himfelf upon her. 

At length, quite out of patience, (he ex- 
claimed, " My God ! you are fo much dif- 
tradted, it is perfeAly ufelefs what I do." 

Upon which Lord Grantin, burfting into 
a loud laugh, repeated, ** Diftra&edl No^ 



• b' 
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« 

per Bacco 1 I am attending very particukrly 
to you; and it is as entertaining as any thing 
I ever faw in my life : go on, per carita ! it 
is extremely pleafant, I aflure you." 

" Vat you call pleafant?" angrily, and 
miftaking it for plaifant *• "I fejC ndtlui^ 1 
pleafant, but de objeft-dat fix your atten- \ 
tion in de glafs.— I will inform you of dc ' 
game— I fatigue my lung for you oblige, 
and you find plealant to let me do, and den 
laugh at me for my pain — Ah ! it very Eng- 
li(h indeed!" 

Lord Grantm, who did not mean to ofiend - 
her — for he appears really good-humoured 
with all his coxcombry — ^now fet about 
foftening her, and faid, " My dear Madame 
D'Urtife, mi compatifco la prego ^\ I beg 
you a thoufand pardons; but if you had the 
fmalleft idea how this little animation of 
features becomes you, you would forgive me 
for incurring a momentary difpleafure, to 
gratify myfelf in the contemplation of fuch 

* Laughable* 

f Take compaflion of me, I entreat you. 
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an improvement to your beauty 3 and then 
he iang, 

** CmtmfUmJk fijk fifi 

" Well, I will avow, you know to give 
de turn to de ting; you have profit ibme 
little in your voyage ; you can put a little 
ftrange varnifli over your— what do you call? 
— your mauvais ton.'* 

** Savageneis, you mean ! Jicnro, we arc 
all ravages in England, till we find fomething 
to foften and humaniaw us — now, if you 
would prevail upon your fair friend there to 
undertake me, capperi ! I (hould become ^ 
quite a different being, and by fo much a 
fitter objeft to play off your charms upon." 

Madame D^Urtife, who expefted he was 
going to put himfelf under her tuition, was 
not much better pleafed with the conclufion 
of his fpeech, than with the beginning of the 
converfation, and tartly replied, *• I beRcvc 
you jnay truft your own perfuafion vid Mifs 
Riverfdale-; I do not tink me quite fo fu* 

> Gazing on that beautiful face, that beautiful bo- 
fom. — ^^From a little VenetiaA ballad. 

VOL. K F 
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perannuate yet, for to play de Vole of confi- 
dente.'' 

Colonel Malcolm, by this time com- 
pletely out of humour with hiS compa- 
'fiions, felt an additional ding in the conclu- 
fion of the dialogue, and fliarply taking up 
Madame D'Urtife, faid, « If we had all the 
fenfe to adt the parts that became us, we 
fliould certainly be gainers by it : as to my- 
felf, concluding I am only qualified to make 
a figure at trid:rac, I am anxious to pro- 
ceed with the game.'* 

This was uttered with fo much afpcrity, 
that it fcemed to ftrike Madame D*Urtife 
(he had fully fucceeded in giving him the ^ 
alarnv, and (he now turned all her attention 
to quelling the ftorm (he flattered herfelf 
with having raifed, and threw in a thoufand 
little amiable hints to the Colonel, tending to 
fatisfy him, that (he had not beftowed a mo- 
ment's ferious thought upon Lord Grantin. 

But he continued very grave, anfwered 
only in monofyllables, and the inftant the 
game was over, threw himfelf into an elbow- 
chair at the farther end of the room, and fell 
into a profound reverie. 
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Madame D'Urtifc came and whifpcred 6rie, - 
that (he had not the fmalleft idea of giving 
Malcolm fuch ferious uneafincfs, or (lie 
would not have gone fo far. 

I faid, I apprehended (he miftook him, for 
that I did not think he feemed to harbour 
the flighted difpleafure at her. 

She was not, however, inclined to believe 
me i and when Lord Grantin, upon finding 
her party at an end, propofed accompanying 
her in a fong ; (he anfwered, " I do not find 
myfelf indifpofition for mufic juft now ;" antj 
looked towards Colonel Malcolm, as if cx- 
pefting to pleaie him by the refufal, 

He did not, however, I believe, hear any 
part of what paflTed. 

I was hurt for him ; and going \lp to liim 
the moment I rofe from the card-table, faid, 
*' If my mother had been well enough to fit 
up to-night, I (hould have wiflied you toftay, 
in hopes this- noify fet would go; -but, as it 
is, we muft part : however, I hope vvd (ilall 
fee you » to breakfaft to-morrow morning-^ 
when xlo you fet out for Vienna ?'* ,.. , » 
He ftarted — ** Do you vtilh me gone, 
Louila ?" . .^ 

F 2 
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** Indeed, I do not," faid I, furprifcd at 
the alarm that took poffeffion of his features ; 
" Can you be fo unjuft as to think fo, when 
5'ou might much more naturally attribute 
the queftion to a far different motive ?" 

He appeared foothed, and faid he had not 
yet fixed his day, but would fee me in the 
morning. 



loth. Colonel Malcolm came this morn- 
ing to inquire after my mother, and was 
fcarcely well feated, when a note was brought 
to him. Upon reading it, he changed co- 
lour, and looked much perplexed ; in 
five minutes he rofe and wiftied us a good 
morning; and we have feen nothing more 
«f him the whole day. 

I feel very anxious, indeed, to know what 
has happened — fometh'ing diftreffing, I am 

fure. 

In the evening came Lord Grantin. 

^* 1 had flattered myfelf with the honour 
of going down a couple of dances with you 
on Tuefday evening, madap," faid he, ad-, 
dtefling himfelf to me; " but I no fooner 
entered the ball- room than,^6/fo, you were 



MISS RIVERSDALE. lOI 

" If I may judge of your lordfliip'swifti for 

that honour, by your eagernefs to claim it, I 

(hall have no great fear, that the difappoint- 

nient would fit very heavy. I think it was 

near twelve before I went away." 

" You would however give fome ere* 
dit to the wi{h, if you knew the averfion I 
naturally have to dancing, and how I dread* 
its confounded effedts— (haking onefelf into 
a difgufting heat — bringing all the powder 
imd pomatum in flreaks down one's face, 
and- making one (uch a curfed figure— ^er 
bacco I nothing but your infpiring one with 
aa inclination to dance after you for life could 
have fuggefted the horrid idea of encounter- 
ing fuch inevitable devaftation/* 

** Upon my word, my lord, I think the 
objcft would fall fo infinitely ftiort of the ex- 
penfe of powder, pomatum, and Ipirits, it 
would put you to, that it appears to me a 
very fortunate circumftance I went out of the 
way of involving you in fo much diftrefs.** 

He fmiJed indolently, and, toifing himfelf 
into a chair, with a half yawn, feid, " I fhould 
hav« been there fooner, but there was no 
breaking away from Marlow's excellent port 
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—it was fo long fince I had tafted a drop, 
and he put it about fo brifkly — nothing lefs 
could have detained me ; for, independently 
of my hope to engagef you myfelf, I really had 
a particular defire to fee you dance^ — there is 
fo much of the bel tondo * of the Venus de 
Medicis in your form, that I expeft (bme- 
• thing peculiarly claffical in your movements. ' 
I figure to myfelf all the dejinvoltura of one 
of the Herculaneum figures ; and fliould you 
fall (hort of my expeftations — maffi ! I {houid 
not be forry to difcover fomething in which 
you fail, that I might have wherewithal tp 
oppofe your fafcinations : for, upon my ho- 
nour, I begin ferioufly to fear, that. I am in 
danger of finding myfelf over head and ears 
in love with you." — 

This was uttered with fuch an intolerable 
felf-fufficiency, that I could not refift the 
opening it gave me — " I fancy, my lord, I 
can cnfure you againft that danger." 

'* E come ? bella tirannia mia f F' 

•* By the help of ti*j rival," fmiling; 

*' Your rival ! e chi farh mat quejia § f 

i 

. • Beautiful roundnefs of make, 
t And how ? my fair enflaver • 
§ Aad who may that be > 
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You do not mean Madame D'Urtife? She is 
old enough to be your mother. No, no, 
thoygh (he does take a Httle more pains to 
fet herfelf off than you do, Ihc'U never rival 
you upon my foul," — 

" I did not mean Madame D'Urtifc, my 
lord." 

" Devil take me, then, if I can guefs who 
you do mean.'* 

'* If your lordfliip will juH raifc yourpyes^ 
you will fee." 

{ie did— and, being diredtly oppofite to 
the looking glafs, caught his own figure, and,, 
for a moment, looked confounded : but, re- 
covering himfelf, with a laugh, in which the 
Dean very heartily joined, he faid, " Cofpetio 
di Bacco ! this was an unexpedled cut — 
there is a morbidezza * in Mife Riverfdale's 
looks, that would tempt the devil himfelf to 
truft her; and then, all at once, fajis dire 
gareifi her wit takes one by furprife, and 
abfolutely cuts like a razor.*' 

" Not, perhaps, fo much of the razor in 
my wit, as of a yielding quality in the matter 
it is applied to." , 

* Qaiet foftnefs. 

f Without giving vrarnine» ' 
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** Nay, now I proteft you are hard upon 
Lord Grantin,** faid the Dean, " and this is 
a very unfair return for all the civil things 
you have drawn from him ; Is it not. Lady 
Riverfdale ?** 

*• Why, I don't know,*' replied my mo* 
ther, " Louifa is not apt to give way to her 
witjunlefs (he feels herfelf treated like a foolj 
and (he was very well aware Lord Grantio's 
flattery admitted of no other interpretation." 

" And fo (he fairly turned the tables upon 
him, hey;'' faid the Dean, laughing heartily 
at his owit joke, and jingling his money in his 
pocket, as.ufual. " I vow, Dodor," faid my 
mother, " you arc the more fevere of the 
two," fmiling. 

^ Faith, I do not know what has provoked 
this general attack upon me," faid Lord 
Grantin, "for, I proteft, I had no thoughts 
of making a fool of any body ; and, upon my 
ibul, it is rather an odd fort of a light to take 
civil things in : it does not exadUy occur to 
me, juft now, that mine were ever quite fb 
ttiuch thrown away before." 

•* Then, I truft you'll refeiire theni in future 
for tboCci who underftand their value bet- 

ter, ''I replied f " and now,'^ fmvUn^v " let the 
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harpfichord reconcile our differences ; we al- 
ways agree perfeftly there, you know** — ^in fay- 
ing which, lopeR'd a muiic-book, and betook 
his violoncello, and loft fight of flattery and 
nonfenfe for the remainder of the evening. 

It is a great pity he ihould have been fo 
fpoil'd, which I fuppofe his fine perfon has 
laid him open to. Un bel InglefCj they fay, 
is quite irrefiftible among the Italian ladies. 
He has probably found affedlation and inv* 
pertinence more fuccefsful than fenfc and 
modefty, which the Dean afierts him to have 
beenpoffeffed of before he went abroad' What 
a contraft, Henry, between him and Colonel 
Malcolm ! how manly, open, and unaffefted 
are the Col<Miers manners ! eveiy way autho- 
rifed to think as well of himfelf, %nd as ill of 
women, as Us lordfhip^ he treats them with 
attention and refped for his own fake. Some^ 
times a little foldier-like bluntnefs will pro- 
voke him, to utter a plain truth, when hard, 
puflied, as by M^ame D'Urtife*s levity, fw 
inftance : but I think, it was more to put 
her in mind of what (he owed to herfelf, than 
with any view to expofc her. 

Lord Grantin's opinion is, that womep are 
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formed for man*s amufement, " children of 
•a larger growth" — and very delighfful crea- 
tures they are, when exceffively attached, and 
properly fubdued : but then they muft keep 
within their* own fphere, and not expeft to 

• 

-obtrude upon a man's more feriotis thoughts. 
(I fuppofe he means, when employed in the 
ftable, the kennel, or pronouncing fentence 
upon the merits of a bottle of port.) I 
overheard him maintaining this doftrine to 
Wurmfer this evening, juft before our little 
altercation, which perhaps made me the left 
willing to fpare him. Wurmfer, you know, 
is the moft humble flave of womankind ; on 
which account Lord Grantin holds him very 
-cheap. 

He was not aware, that I was attending to 
Jhim, or I Ihould not; perhaps have been let 
quite fo rhuch into the fecret. 

The Dean fays, ** all that is nothing but a 
little afleftation and nonfenfe, which he has 
pick'd up in his travels, and will wear off; 
particularly, if he could attach himfelf to a 
fenfible woman : and, as he is naturally ex- 
ceffively good humoured, and well informed, 
he will do extremely well in tinie." 

I imagine thaty by zvell mformed^^^cLzHzzxi 



means, that he has brought away a* compe- 
tent ihare of Greek and Latin from Eton— ^ 
for as to any general knowledge, if he have it, 
his modefty is greater than I had given him 
credit for, in ^ever betraying the fmalleft 
fign of it. Some ikill in mufic, and judg- 
ment in piftures, together with a fmattering 
of French and Italian, are all that he particu- 
larly^ feems to value himfelf upon. 

'Tis true, my dear brother, that I am hard 
to pleafd" in manners and converlation — J 
have fet up a ftandard of perftiftion to myfelf, 
which few will ever attain ; you have fpoilt 
me equally by your opinions and your ex- 
ample. 

What can have kept away Colonel Mal- 
colm this evening ? he certainly had fome- 
thing to fay explanatory of his laft night's 
gravity — h£ is uneafy — furely this vain cox- 
comb does not give him any anxiety. — 
O, that he would cpme and let me difpel it ! 
If Louifa had power to relieve all, his cares, 
never (hould an uneafy thought have a mo- 

« 

ment's polTcffion of his mind. 
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HENRY TO LOUISA. 

Paris i May^t 

What a feaft awaited my arrival here, my 
Louifa ! and how eminently do you ftan4 
forth 9 in what is deemed the peculiar charac- 
'teriftic of female writing, the unaffefted dif- 
play of the workings of a fufceptible heart. — 
What man can cope with a woman of fenfe 
and feeling, in tender defcription ? Affuredly, 
my regret at our feparation is not lefs poig- 
" nant than yours ; and yet were I to attempt 
a fimilar manner, I fhouW but incur the ap-' 
plication of La Fontaine*s advice : 

*' Nc for9ons pas notre talent : 
Jamais un lourdaut, quoi qu'il fafTe, 
Ne fauroit pafler pour galant." f 

Yes, Louifa, continue in the fame ftyle by 
all means — what bufinefe can interfere with 
your anxious brother's wirti to follow you, 
as you well cxprefs it, " through all thofe 
minute intricacies of which female exiftence 
is compofed /* and watch, as you unfold 

* The date blotted To as mot to be afcertained. 

f Fable de TAne et du petit Chien. 
Let us not attempt to force nature : 
An awkward felIow> do what he win> 

,C»a never j>afs for a fine gcuttemati. 
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them, thofe delicate traits of your own cha-* 
rafter, and that nice difcrimination of the 
charafters of others, which might be loft on 
a fnperficial obfcpvcr ? 

Your journal, befides, affords me the heart- 
felt convidlion, that your own good fenfe, 
your quick percepti6ns, your feeling of what 
is juft and right, will direft you with pro- 
priety in every delicate circumftance of life ; 
at the fame time that the ingenuous and 
attraftive fweetneis of your difpofition will 
be your beft protedtion, in the abfence of 
your ftern monitor ; for fuch, I am fure, I 
have often thought myfelf. Bafe, indeed, mud 
be his heart, who could praftife deceit, or 
harbour a thought to Louifa^s prejudice ^ and 
yet,*^ my beloved girl, fuch hearts do exift, 
and can fometimes lurk under fuch fair ap- 
pearances, that Colonel Malcolm's cautions 
are by no means to be flighted ; although I 
truft you may not itand quite fo ferioufly in 
need of them, as he feems to apprehend. 

You certainly have reafon, to think your- 
felf obliged to him for his folkritude-— but 
not altogether to the extent your grateful 
heart feems to feel. Your inexperience in 
thefe matters leads you, to imputt TOj»t di^^ 
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nterefted motives to the Colonel, than his 
xrondud:, perhaps, arifes from *. 

I cannot help fmiHng, to fee you defcribc 
his paffion by all its genuine fymptoms, 
without the leaft fufpicion of the caufe.-r- 
Why, Louifa,all this tender anxiety in him— 
this jealous diftruft? never, furely, from 
pure, calm, difinterefted friendfliip. No, no, 
it flows from a more perturbed fource. In 
(hort, Malcolm loves you, Louifa, and is 
ready to lay the myrtle wreaths, which he 
has fo long worn, though now a little faded, 
at your feet. Myrtle, you know, is facred 
to the Goddefs of Love, as it flourifties 
through all feafons -, and the Colonel ftriking- 
ly illuftrates the propriety of the emblem. 
1 feel impatient for the refult of his dehcate 
diftrefs. 

But do not miftake me, Louifa — I enter- 
tain the higheft efteem for Malcolm -, and, 
putting you out- of the queftion, wi(h him 
all poffible fuccefs. I am perfeftJy aware of 
the noble pride, fpirit, and independence of 
charadler, which have diftinguiflied him 
through every fcene of life — I know too his 

• This letter only takes in the contents of Louifa's 
£rA paquet ending 6th May. 
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very defefts in fome meafurc arife out of his 
great qualities ; impradlicable, violent, haugh- 
ty; he brooks no control, not even that of 
his own reafon. I liave feen him in the 
chanufter of a lover too, fufpicious, jealous 
aimed: to madnefs. What an additional 
fcope would the contraft in your ages and 
difpofitions give to this propenfity ! forty^' 
five, to gay feventeen ! Louifa, were I not 
fo feriouily and deeply interefted for one of 
the parties, I could indulge fome very fan- ' 
taftic ideas, which, however, may find their 
place another time. 

I (horten my letter to you, my dear, that 
I'may alfo write to my mother by this poft. 
My journey from Bourbon to Paris afforded 
no adventures whatever ; but I was ftruck, as 
I proceeded northward, with the ch^ge 
from the manners, drefs, and livelincfs of tbe 
peafantry of the fouthern provinces. The 
gayety and even gaudinefs of attire among 
the lower, ranks of females, the pleafing le- 
vity of manners, and familiarity of addrefs, 
gradually decayed away, as we receded from 
the vivifying influence of the fun, and in 
fome parts nearly border upon the fober fad- 
jiefs of Dutch phlegm, or En^raV WiX^ivxvd'^* 



112 LETTERS OF 

The grandeur of fome parts of Paris, I ^ 
own, furpaffes all my expeftationj — i)ut, 
amidft all the fuperb models of architecture, 
and cxquifite pieces of art, I turn to contem- 
plate, with a fort of enthufiaftic delight, the 
ftatue of the good and heroic Henry, on the 
Pont Neuf :* you remember, Louifa, how wc 
were charmed in reading Sully*s Meqaoiis, 
and with what eagernefs we followed up his 
life by Perefixe. Every adtion 'fecmed to 
rufli frefh again upon my mind; and, recol- 
lefting his . beneficent wifti^f, I applied to 
him the fublime faying of the Duke of Or- 
mond on the death of his fon^', and ex- 
claimed with tranfport, ** I would not give 
the Jlatuc of this king for all the livtng 
kings in Europe.'* 

The coup (Tieil of the opera is ftriking- 
ly magnificent — the eye, indeed, it has juftly 
been obferved, is gratified at the expenfe of 
the ear ; and Rouflbau*s fentiments on French 
mufic and French finging, which we'ufed to 

• Now alas no more ! 

t ^ue chaque fay/an putfft anjQir fa fouk au fotU di-' 
manche! 

X The Duke of Ormond faid, lie would not give 
Im &t2Li ion for all the living fons vn \Vk« '^'T^xld. 
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fancy exaggerated, appear to me fully jufti- 
fied. Yes, thought I, when the chorufles 
began, " Us croyent fairc de la mujique^ et 
lit font que du bnal^** — how jfeinfuUy did 
it alfo bring to my mind, by contraft, thofe 
/wect notes of my Louifa, that I have dwelt 
upon with fuch delight, and which now . . . , 
but this was no^t what I meant to fall into. 

--The brilliancy and cafe of French manners 
(partial as I have always been to this gay 
and lively nation) furprize and quite enchant 
me. Surely they are the moft focial and re- 
fined people in Europe. The letters of in* 
trodudion I have brought give me the pecu- 
liar advantage of being introduced into the 
beft fbcieties^ I do not wonder, that fo many 
young men are captivated by the Circean 
fcenes, which muft fo naturally dazzle the 
fancy, and imprefs the heart that is not 
Heeled againft them. Alas, Louifa, that I 
could feel mine more open to the danger — 
I might then boaft fome merit in reiiilance. 
Farewel, farewel, my more than fitter, my 
deareft, beft friend. 

Ever wholly your Hekry -f-. 

^ They think this mufic, but it is only noife. 
f LoaUk's anfwer to this is aotfotuad.. 
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I 

SIR HENRY TO LADY RIVERSDALE. 

The letter juft received from the deareft 
and moil revered of parents gives me great, 
though not unexpeAed confolation. I am 
too well acquainted with the true dignity pf 
mind, and elevation of character, which have 
always diftinguiflied you, not to have ex- 
pedicd that calm refignation and fortitude, 
which breathe through every part of your let- 
ter. Reft alTured, that I will forget neither 
youF precepts nor example ; and that you ftiaJl 
never have any reafon, to blufli for the cpn-« 
duft of your fon. Never will he fwcrve 
from the path of honor and integrity, in 
purfuit of fortune. — Fortified by the princi- 
ples my noble mother has inftilled into my 
mind, to refift the profligate impunity of the 
climes to which I-am deftined, I truft I (liall 
ever fay with Brutus, 

" I had rather coin my heart, 
' And drop my blood for drachmas, than to wring 
From the hard hands of peafant^ their vile trafh 
By any indiredlion." 
> 

I leave you with cqnfidence, my beloved 
mother, to the afFeftionate care and tender 
fo)icitude of Louifa : in an^ aVoo^vj Yv\ovw^ut^ 
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that might at times fteal unawares upon you, 
(he will be your refource and comfort. You 
appreciate her charafter with fuch maternal 
fondnefs, tempered by fuch impartial judg- 
ment, that I haye very little to fay upon the 
fbbjeft. 

But excufe me, my indulgent parent, if I 
venture to point out fome things in regard 
to Colonel Malcolm, which feem to have ef- 
caped the quicknefs of your obfervation. I 
am fqlly aware of his generous attachment, 
and his difinterefted friendfliip for our fa- 
mily — yet, in regard to Louifa, there is lb 
mtich ardour mingled in his zeal, that I am 
.very apprehenfive he is aftuated by a more 
tfender motive ; and this idea gives me ex- 
treme uneafinefs on account of my fifter, 
who maybe entangled in.difficulties (he does 
not forefee. She .conceives herfelf fo highly 
obliged by Malcolm's efteem, and the dif- 
tindlions he (hows her, that I perceive her 
ready to become the vidim of her grati- 
tude, and to fancy, that (he can nevfer repay 
him fufEciently, but with her heart ; parti- 
cuiarly as her unconfcioufnefs of her per- 
fonal attraiftions will induce her, to place it 
9II to the account of hon\ag& pi\d lo \v^x 
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uadcrilanding, upon which fhe docs not 
hold it vanity to pride herfelf* Deareft ma- 
dam, you are pcrfeAly acquainted with the •■ 
peculiarities, not to call them by a harlher 
name, of the Colonel's temper, which give 
ftill greater force to the objection, thskt muft 
ever be made to fo great a difparity of yea^f 
and, I am perfedlly fure, will not fufFer your 
caution to be lulled into fecurity, by the 
partiality of your friendlhip for him. 

I acknowledge* myfelf io tremblingly *ap- 
prehenfive on Louifa*s account, that this 
muft apologife for my venturing even a (ug- 
geftion to you 6pon fo delicate a fubjcft, 
—I (hall be to the laft degree impatient for 
further accounts. 

My time being limited here, is fully cm- 
ployed in various ways, and greatly to my fa- 
tisfaftion — my mornings devoted to ufeful 
purfuits, my evenings toamufement, of which 
Paris offers an inexhauftible variety. 

I have been made acquainted with fevcral 
literary charafters^ among the reft with 
Duclos, author of Lcs Moeurs^ who has fup- 
plied me with a,n anecdote and an original 
letter of Roufleau's, which, as I think clu- 
^fteriftic, I hope will amufe you, Duclos 
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>eing upon terms of intimacy with him, had 
mdertaken to introduce a fenflble young 
Englilh traveller, who had a great curiofity 
to fee him. But whilft they were engaged 
m.converfation with his old woman, who was 
jxomifing to endeavour to obtain themadmit- 
tapce^ Roufleau happened to peep through 
I cranny, and perceiving a very falhionablc 
pair of buckles upon the ftranger's feet, called 
CHit, that he was particularly engaged, and 
could no^ poffibly fee any body. 

In about an hour afterwards, Duclos re^ 
ceived the following note from him : * 

" Je ne dirai point a Monfieur Duclos, que 
** ^e fouffre, que je fuis hors d etat de le re- 

cevoir, et qu*il y a de la cruaute a troubler 

le repos d*un malade; je faisque ces rai- 
" fons ne touchent gueres les' gens qui fc 
" portent bien: maisje prendrailalibertede 
" lui dire, qiie puifque, fans nous confulter, 
** nous avons, chacun de notre cote, difpofe 
** de ma journSe, je crois, comme fpeciale- 
** ment charge de moi, me devoir la pre- 
" fercnce. Je fuis d'ailleurs fache pour mon 

• I will not plead to M. Duclos my indifpofitioo, 
my inability to receive Ma^ or thai it ttcrmd t*4Ek£^. 
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ami, Monfieur Duclos, qu'il ait fonge a 
m'amcner par furprife, de jeunes gens a 
•* grands airs ct a belles boucles, auxquels je 
** nc puis gueres convenir, que par le plaifir 
<^ qu'ils auroient de me gener, et qui pour 
** eux ne me conviennent point du tout. Or 

turb the repofe of a Tick man^ becaufe thefe reafimi 
carry little weight to perfons in health ; but I iball 
take the liberty of obferving to him, that fince each 
of us had» without previous confultation, made a dif- 
ferent allotment of my time for this mornings I cot- 
eeive that as the more particularly refponfible parfim* 
I owe myfelf the preference. I am beiides concemed 
for my friend M. Duclos, that he fhould have thought 
of introducing to me, by furprife, young men of 
high pretenfions, and fhewy buckles, whom I can no 
otherwife fuit, but as it might entertain them to be a 
conftraint upon me, and who, on their part, cannot 
fuit me at all ; and it appears to me beiides, that when 
any one feizes upon a man's time, it fhould, at leaft, be 
with the certainty of employing it to his mind. I en- 
treat M. Duclos to be perfuaded, that, in regard to 
himfelf, I (hall always take great pleafure in his fo- 
ciety, when my health permits ; but in /uch a cafe as 
this, I requeft to be forewarned, and even confulted 
upon the company that he ivijhcs me to fee ; becaufe 
to fecure its anfwering, it would be requifite that I 
fliould ivijh it likewife. I greet him in all friend- 

ihip. 

■ - RoussMu. 
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[ " il me femble que quand on veut s'emparer 

I " du loifir d'un homme, il faudroit auffi 

** favoir un peu fi cet emploi fera de fon 

« gout, Je prie Monfieur Diiclos d' etre 

** perfuade, que quant a ce qui Ic regarde, 

«* jcprofiterai toujours avec empreflement de 

-^ fa fociete, quand ma fante me le permettra; 

** mais en pareil cas, je demande a etre pre- 

«* venu, et meme confulte fur la compagnic 

** qu'il voudra que' je voye : car pour bien 

** feirc, il faut que je le veuille auffi. Je 

** Ic falue de tout mon coeur. 

" Rousseau." 

Duclos would not however give up the 
point, and wrote to fay, that his friend was 
by no means fo fine as his buckles, and had 
a high veneration for Roufleau, which cre- 
ated a particular defire to have fome mufic 
copied by him, to treafure up as a relick. 

Upon this he gracioufly appointed a morn- 
ing, and his reception was very courteous 
and obliging. 

Duclos has given me a little fon^ of Rouf- 
feau*s compofition, in which he has (hewn 
how fweet a melpdy may be made from three 
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notes only. I (hall fend it to Louifa the 
firft opportunity.* 

Adieu my ever honoured Madam. I (hall 
certainly receive another packet from Ge- 
neva, before I leave Paris — the anxiety with 
which I look for it I need not repeat.. 

Ever your mod affedionate and devoted 

ion, 

H. R. 



THE JOURNAL CONTINUED. . 

nth. The Dean came before any body 
this evening. " Have you feen any thing of 
Colonel Malcolm thefe twp days ?" faid he. 

** No — he was fetched from hence in a 
hurry, ytfterday morning," anfwered my mo- 
ther, " and we have neither feen nor heard 
of him fmce." 

" Wiiy then you muft know a friend of 
his is arrived from Scotland, with a filler 
who has been dying for love of him thefe 
ten years; and being at laft given over by 
her phyficians, her brother has brought her 

* This fong has fmce found its way into the world, 
and therefore is not worth publifhing here, as the 
Editor intended, before he was informed of the cir- 
cumftance. 
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^hither upon pretence of change of air ; but, 
in 'faft, to try whether Malcolm can be 
brought to take compaflion on her.'* 
* ," Lord blefsme! my good friend," faid 
my mother, " wh^re could you pick up fucli 
an unlikely ftory?'* 

. " Nay, I know no ■ more about the 
matter," replied he, " than what Madam 
Thingufnby goes trumpet ting all over Ge- 
neva. She lays, that the brother has an im- 
menfe fortune, and would fettle any part 
of it upon his filler, to make her eafy 
and happy-^but to be furc there's no know- 
ing how to depend much upon what (he 
fcys ; for it's my opinion (he's not without 
views upon the Colonel herfelf/* 

Can you form an idea, my dear brother, 
of what was pafling in my mind during this 
difcourfe ? I'm fure I know not how to de- 
fcribe what I felt — and yet, I think, compaf- 
fion for this unhappy woman was the predo- 
minant fenfation. I pictured to myfelf her 
faded form — her fupplicating eyes, raifed 
upon me — feeming to afk, whether I could 
bear the idea of rpbbing her of the only blef- 
fmg (he valued in this 11(6 — ^and I thought, at 
the moment, I would fcarce purchafe Hegkverv^ 

VOL, /- ^ G 
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at the expenfe of entailing nniifery upon a fel- 
low creature. O, Malcolm ! let not Louifa 
ftand in the way of what you ought to do. 

I worked myfelf up in thefe feelings, 'till 
my eyes filled ; and, wifliing to difperfe the 
tears unperceived, by playing with FoUctte, 
I called her from the Dean, who had, as ufual, 
taken poffeffion of her ; but he followed his 
play-fellow, and began patting her juft as I 
had bent down my head over her; by which 
means fome drops, that had forced their paf- 
lage in fpite of me, fell upon his hand. 

He darted, and looking full at me, ex- 
claimed, " Louifa ! blefs my foul, what's 
this ?" — ^which inftantly rivetted my mother's 
eyes upon me likewife. I was ready to fink*—' 
however, coUedting as much prefence of 
mind as I could command, I faid, " Are you 
furprifed. Sir, that I (hould commiferate the 
fate of an unfortunate woman, who is pay- 
ing fo dear for her good opinion of a man 
we all highly efteem ?" 

" No, no — I am very well ufed to your 
fenfibility; but only I thought it rather 
feemed greater than the occafion called for — 
that was all.'' 
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My mother kept her eye fixed upon me, 
but faid nothing. 

Rhinbeig's dropping in, gave a turn to the 
converfation, which reiieved me. 

Soon after, I received a note from Madam 
D'Urtife ; fhe particularly wiflied to fee me, 
and alone i could I go to her? for flie was 
never fure of getting me to .herfelf at our 
houfe, befides, many vexations concurred to 
make her unhappy, and (he did not like to 
be feen. 

i had not fpirits to encounter her turbu- 
lent diftreffes, and fent word I was fo partiqi- 
krly engaged at home, it was not in mf 
. power to go to her -, but I would fee her in 
the morning. 

In about half an hour (he came in perfeft 
undrefs, and her hat drawn down over her 
eyes, to conceal their rednefs — (he had been 
crying. 

My heart fmote me for having declined 
flying immediately to het relief. 

She came runnii^ up to me. ^ How 
cQuld you be fo unfeeling as to put me off 
'till to-morrow liiorning?" exclaimed (he — 
** Good Heavens ! you have no conception 

G z 
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of the horrors and agitation I am in ; I want 
comfort more than I can exprefs ; and no 
friend but yourfelf to have recourfe to/ I. 
entreat you would let me fpeak to you m 
your own room.** 

I immediately led the way thither. As wc 
went along, " Ah ! may you never know, 
the diftrefles I am finking under," continued 
4 (he. 

As (he entered the room, a cap, which 
Flora was altering, caught her eye, and in- 
ftantly taking hold of it ind running to. the 
glafs to try it on, " Ah ! my dear friend," fiiid 
(lie, *^ here too I want your advice, for a fa- 
tality hangs over me in every thing at this 
moment ; you never knew fuch an unlucky 
creature. You muft know, that I had ordered 
a cargo of the mod expenfive millinery from 
Paris — little thinking, indeed, of the cloud 
that was ready to burft over my head, and 
difqualify me for receiving any pleafure from 
it, ere ever it could arrive.** 

" What cloud ?'* interrupted I, hoping to 
draw her thouglits back from the milliner}% 
to what (he really had to impart. 

Ah fuch a cloud, indeed,'* replied fhe, 

^s muft obfcure all my ^rofpedts ^^ **v€» i 
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but only let me juft relate to you firft the 
I difappointment I experienced upon opening 
' 'my cartons*^ for they arrived but three 

days ago— one day only before that which 

has blafted all my hopes. 
' " Well, but dear Madame D'Urtife, talk 
. to me firft of your blafted hopes, and we 

fiiall have time for the cai^tons afterwards." 
. ^^in interrupting her, quite impatient, 

though dreading to hear what might in the end 

perhaps be more materially interefting to my 

own concei'ns than hers. 

» 

" Ah, nly dear," replied (he, " when once 
I enter upon that dreadful tale — it will dif- 
trefs me fo, 1 (hall never be able to return to 
any other fubjeft ; let me therefore difcufs 
this unhappinefs .firft,. that I may have the 
berfefit of your clear judgment upon if, be- 
fore my other dlftreffes occupy your fympa- 
^thizing.mind, fo as to difable you from 
turning your thoughts to what you may 
deem lefs important — and fb it certainly is, 
in the main, although it has proved fuffi- 
ciently fo to me, to lofe me three Qights reft ; 

* Band-boxes. 
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and you (hall hear whether it is without 
caufe — only conceive to yourfclf," continued 
fhe, " what I felt, when» upon opening my .| 
cartons^ I found, that, by the negligence (rf 
the packing, every one of my things was 
cruftied and fpoilt — and the fweetefl-^moft 
elegant chiffons^ that ever came from Made- 
moifelle Bertin*s hands, FU anfwer for it; and 
how (he could be fo negligent of mci in par- 
ticular, is what I cannot conceive, conflder-. 
ing the friendly footing (he and I were tipon 
when I was at Paris, and the lucky taftefijl 
hints (lie has been obliged to me for, when 
ihe has occafipnally come to f aire un travail^ 
with me; which, indeed, (he has often told 
me the Queen always admired beyond any 
others — and (he is fuch a grateful good crea- 
ture, and never gave herfelf any airs with 
me whatever *f — In (hort, however it might 

* Madcmoifelk Bertin ufed to pay that compliment 
to fier particular favorites. What fhe meant by it was 
going to invent fome new fafhion in their prefencc, 
and confulting them upon it ; Ihe frequently was ad- 
mitted to the Queen for this purpofe. 

+ It has been told of Mademoifelle B. that fhe has 

received Englifti women of quality lying upon her fofa, 

and if they were not particularly calculated to fet off 

her taHe, has fcarcely condeCceiidc^ <oi^<i^\vc their 

orders. 
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happen, you will not wonder, that it (hould 
have thrown me into- an agony of tears^ 
from vexation." 

* ' I felt a little reconciled to myfelf, for not 
having been in fuch hafte to partake in her 

iiSTOWS. 

" You, perhaps, my dear," fald flie, not 
perceiving me ntuch moved, " might have 
borne fuch a misfortune with more philofo- 
phy ; but who can emulate your fortitude ? 
I acknowledge I was- ready to fink under it ; 
however I called you to mind, and what you 
would probably have faid to me upon the 
occafion ; and fo exerted myfelf to confider 
what remained to be done ; but, like a fool 
as I was, not having you to guide me, I 
certainly took the very ftep I ought mofl 
carefully to have avoided j but the truth is, 
1 never think of caution, 'till reafon is givea 
me to repent of my imprudence — ^fo I car- 
ried -the things to my millener, to tiflf them 
up, and reftore thofe that were recoverable — 
making her fwear at the fame time (fo far I 
did endeavour to guard againfl confequences)^ 
that (he would neither copy nor (how them ; 
and bow do you think the vile woman haa 

G 4 
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contrived to baffle my precaution ? (he has 
not, to be fure, copied any one cap,- in fuch 
a manner as that I could lay my finger upon 
it and fay, here you have broken your oath ; 
but (he has dilated the ideas through a 
dozen caps, and even had the prefumption 
to improve upon themi fo provokingly, that 
mine will now appear only an inferior kind' 
of thing — arid yet what redrefs can I have, 
you know?'* 

" I really cannot fugged any ; but you 
have this comfort, that, as yx>u fay, {omp" 
thing more diftrefling has fince happened, 
it will in fome degree deaden your feelings to 
this.'' 

If you think I was ill-tempered, Henry, 
in thus recalling her thoughts to her real 
misfortunes, fuppofing (he had any, I have 
no excufe to offer, but the ftate of irritabi- 
lity I had been thrown into, and which fhe 
was fo tormentingly prolonging. 

*" Oh dear!" exclaimed (he, " that is no 
comfort at all, for I have fenfibility enough 
for half a hundred misfortunes at a time, and 
Xhould feel them all equally; but you do not 
know the worft yet ; for I had the intolera- 
ble inortification the vei^ ut.x\. iiv^\i^ ^t 
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Madame — r-'*s ball, to fee three or four of 
them all eclipfin^ mine ; particularly Ma- 
dame de Thor's— I really thought 1 (hould 
have dropped when I came up to her, for 
1 could almoft better have borne it upon 
any one elfe; but I have fuch an antipathy 
to her, becaufe you know (lie afffvfls to hold 
beauty cheap, and yet takes more pains to 
fet her's off than any body — however, I had 
the gratification of a little piece of revenge; 
for 1 conquered myfelf fufficiently to fpcak 
to her as if nothing had happened, and took 
particular care never to raife my eye above 
her face 3 fo that I do^atter myfelf, (he has 
the mortification of thinking her cap quite 
loft upon me.'* 

" Well, then, I truft the fuccefs of this 
piece of revenge, which"! am fure I (hould 
never have had the ingenuity to fuggeft, will 
relieve your mind fufficiently upon that fub- 
jed, to enable it to turn to what we have 
retired hither to difcufs." 
: " Ah ! true, my dear friend,'* cried (he, " I 
really beg you a thoufand pardons for de- 
taining you fo long ; but participation, you 
)uiQW, is the firft claim of friendships and 
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here, you will feel for me indeed— learn 
then, that Colonel Malcolm, for whom 
I have conceived the moft unfortunate at- 
tachment, which I fear, indeed, has been but 
too vifibie to all the world, notwithftanding 
all my care to conceal it— the cruel Malcolm 
is juft upon the point of marrying a lady, 
who is come on purpofe from Scotland, in a. 
dying (late, to move his compaflion, and no- 
thing elfe, they fay, can fave her ; and I am ^ 
fure if it takes place, it will only change the 
name of the viftim j for nothing can fave 
me from breaking my heart. Oh, Oh, Oh !" 
fobbed (he, in an agony of tears, which did 
indeed lay a little more claim to my partici- 
pation than before. 

" But how — how do you know this ?*' he- 
fitatingly and tremblingly I alked. 

" Oh ! I had it all from an acquaintance 
of Mrs. Freeman's, who is her particular 
friend, and is to give a ball and fupper upon 
the occafion, and I (hall not be invited — 
and it will be one of the fineft thtngs that 
has been feen here for years — ^and altogether, 
I declare I am almoft diftradted, and knovr 
not what tO thiiik, or how to a<ft. For 
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pity's fake, Louifa, advife me, you who are 
prudence and judgment itfelf.'* 

She had now, indeed, called up my own 
feelings fo completely, that I had neither 
judgment nor advice at her fervice ; and 
Aaving already been confiderably arid varlouf- 
]y agitated, inftead of making any anfwer, I 
burft into tears. 

** Oh Heavens! my fweet friend," ex- 
claimed flie, *' how my unhappinefs diftrcfles' 
you} I could kill myfelf for painting it ira 
fuch ftrong colotrs — but do be com- 
fbrted. — Indeed I will endeavour to fupport 
myfelf under it all; and if you can but put 
me upon a method of getting an invitation; 
for Mrs. Freeman's ball, I (hould then fee 
the feride and bridegroom, and that firft 
fliock would be over, and I dare fay I (hould 
do very well."' 

Having flopped for my anfwer, but not re-, 
ceiving any (for 1' really was fo out of pa- 
tience with her nonfcnfe, that I had no 
more inclination than power to give one)^ 
fhe weiit on. 

" Do you think if I were to apply ta 
Lord Grantin ?— -^He, you know, is related to 
Mrs. Freemaa*-^aiid then sinevi \ko\x^\.\x^ 

G 6 
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juft occurred to me too-=-how to give a relief* 
to my cap, by my diamond panache -f-, which 
would give it an advantage over Madame de 
Thor*s, that, I own, I (hould greatly enjoy — 
and do not attribute it to any jrancour or ma- 
lice in my difpofition, my dear friend, if I 
acknowledge, that I (hould feel fome flight 
degree of fatisfadlipn in drawing, though 
but for a moment, the eyes of Malcolm frofli . 
his happy bride, and giving him a tranfient re- 
gret, that he had flighted a perfon, which, by 
all accounts, is not abfolutely inferior toher*s.'* 

** Excufe me," faid I, *^ I really feel uiit 
well, and not able, at this moment, to fug- 
geft any thing, that could be of ufe to you 
— if you will have the goodnefs to go back 
to the company, I will follow you in a quar- 
ter of an hour, and perhaps, by to-morrow, 
may have it in my power to- difcufs the fub- 
jeft more to your fatisfaction." 

" My dear friend — 1 fcarcely know how 
to forgive myfelf for what I have done ; but 
if you knew the relief I experience from hav- 
ing unburthened my heart to you, you 
would not grudge the pain I have put you 
to. I think now I (hall be able to bear my 

•A fet ofF. t Flume. 
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part' in your mother's circle — rbut Lord ! I 
- am fuch a horrid figure — if any body more 
. fliDuld be come in ; for indeed my fpirits have 
been' fo cruelly deprefled, I have not been 
able to ftir from my chaife-longue all day, 
except juft an hour or two in the morning, 
that I made Wurmfer drive me in my ca- 
Uche^ and a call upon the milliher to reproach 
her with her treacherjs and fee what repara- 
tion 1 could obtain — and then I brought 
home Marlow and Wurmfer to dinner, that 
I might not be' left to my own mifcrable re- 
fledlions — but all would not do, till I faw 
you, my amiable friend, who always fhed 
comfort around yoi^" — ^and with that, em- 
bracfng me, fhe tripped off, with all tlie ala- 
crity of the nloft perfeft thoughtleflhefs. 

You are aware, that our converfation was 
French, though I give it you in Englifti, that 
language being fo much more natural be- 
tween you and me. Abiding by it, unlefs 
'where idiomatic and charadcriftiq expreffions 
oblige me to have recourfe to the Frfench, 
indulges the fancy (by which I fometimes can 
almoll deceive myfelf) of ftill converting 
with you. . ^ 

Far — ^far inde^d^ was I from partaking icv^ 
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the benefit Madame d'Urtife had fotrnd ffom 
this converfation. I do not think I am 
felfiih) nor yet veiy ungenerous, my dear 
brother— but have I not fome reafon, to deera 
Colonel Malcolm unkind, in letting all this* 
reach me through others ? does he think fo 
meismly of me, as to fuppofe I would not be 
the firft to relinquilh any claim I might haw 
formed upon liim, when brought into com- 
petition with, that of a woman, :fo entitled 
by her fufferings and long attachment, to- 
have the preference ? — 

I dare fay fhe is extremely amiable, by 
her connexion with Mrs. ^Freeman, who is 
goodnefs itfelf. Ought he not, think you, 
to have placed fome dependence upon my 
principles and difintereftednefs ? Indeed, Mal- 
colm, you might have opened yourfelf can- 
didly upon the fubjed: — I fbould have been 
the firft, to urge you to a6l the grateful ho- 
nourable part by her, to which (he is entitled 
—-enough for me to know you happy^ and 
have fecured your efteem. 

She has befides a fortune to offer him, my 
dear brother— -is Bearer to his own age ; turned 
of thirty, I think the Dean faid ; and every 
way better qualified to enfure bis felicity^ 
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Indeed he might have trufted to my gene- 

rofity for feeing it in this light — but this 

cold, llent; mode of withdrawing himfelf, 

from one he had fo highly jflattcred, hum- 

Wcs nie to the dull. 

J could not recover my fpirits fufEciently, 
to return into the drlwing-room, and took 
my chance of the conclufions my mother 
might draw from my fending in word, that 
I had the headach, and was gone to bed -, 
fully determined, the very firft opening (lie 
gives me, to (land the brunt of her difplea- 
fure, by laying open the whole to her — 
there can now be no motive for conceal- 
ment— the difclofure can no longer injure 
Colonel Malcolm's views ; and I feel double 
wrctchednefs in the duplicity I am guilty of 
to her. 

I fat down to relieve my mind, in fome 
degree, by communication and appeal to 
you ; but, alas ! my Henry, here ends the 
benefit — for the length of time, that muft 
clapfe, efe I can receive any return, pre- 
cludes the advantage of afting in eonfe- 
quence of ii. This is not one of the 
lighted reacts I expeiience ift our fepara^ 
tion, ' - • 
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11th. — Poor foolifh Madame d'Urtife, I 
find, talked over the diftrefs fhe had occa^ 
(ioned to me, and lamented the caufe flie had 
given for it in fuch a variety of fti^>es, that 
flie at length left no one of the company 
uninformed of every confidential particular 
fhe had imparted to me. '. 

Lady RiverlHale did not, however, quite 
fee my uneafinefs with Madame D'Urtifc'j 
eyes. She had been ftartled by the agita- 
tion the Dean had called up; and this in- 
creafed her fufpicions : (he has this morning 
qucftipned me upon the fubjeft, and I hare 
frankly confeffed all, that has paffcd between 
Colonel Malcolm and me ; accounting as welt 
as 1 could, without fliowing the letters, for 
my inducements to keep the knowledge of it 
from her until a future period. 

She was greatly furprlfed, and much hurt — 
it was the laft thing fhe fhould have expect- 
ed either from Colonel Malcolm or me. 

I endeavoured to excuse him; but made 
no attempt to juflify myfelf— K)n the con- 
trary, I candidly acknowledge^ myfelf fe^rii- 
ble, from the firft moment, of my error in 
the concealment, from the mifery it occa- 
fioned — ^but I felt bound to Colonel Mal- 
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" In preference to your mother ?*' inter- 
rupted (he. angrily. 

*' Oh no, madam, T did not think the two 

' interefts came into competition." 
- She faid, it was fortunate for me, that this 
unexpected circumftance had intervened ; and 
(he trufted, that his, prefent treatment of me, 
in not fo much as taking the trouble to ac- 
count fir his conduft, would convince mc 
how completely, and flie muft add, deferved- 
ly, Iwas lowered in his efteem, by the faci- 

. lity with which I had fuffcred myfelf, to be 
led away from my duty to my mother. 

. . O Henry ! I felt this, deeply — ^very deep- 
ly indeed ; the more' fp, for acknowledging 
the juftice of the obfervation.. I certainly 
deferved her difpleafure, but was- not this., a 
little — d, very little top harQi a return for the 
frank acknowledgment I was making, efpe- 
cially as I was fo feverely reproaching myfelf. 
I (hall perhaps give you a bad impreflion of 
my difpofition ; but truth compels me to 
fay, I almoft at that moment repented of 
my repentance. 

Chide me, my brother — ^you have found 
me open to corredion. 



IlS tETTERS OF 

" 1 kijffed the rod^'^ however, and made nc^ 
attempt to reply. 

A little foftened, perhaps by my extreme- 
ly mortified air, (he afterwards added, that 
fhe approved of the generofity of my fenti- 
ments in regard to Lady Mary Melvilc, that, 
it feems, is the name of Colonel Malcolm's 
friend, and faid, ftie was very thankful for 
the turn this bufmefs had taken ; and hoped 
the painful leffon .would remain long im- 
printed on my mind, and fave me from fimi- 
lar diiHculties in future \ that I fhould al» 
ways find her ready, to give me the affiftancc 
of her very bell advice — ^for that I muft be 
fcnfible my advantage was her firft objedk. 
She lamented ^our abfence, both for her own 
fake and mine. 

O, my beft friend, how truly did my 
heart go along with her there ! you would 
indeed have been my fafeguard — from you I 
cannot bear to conceal even a fault ; your 
gentle remonftrances even encourage acknow* 
ledgement — but notwithftanding my moft 
ardent affeftion for my mother, and the 
flrongeft fenfe of the duty I owe her, there 
is a fomething in her, which for ever repels 
jsnj confidence. 
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A very lingular note, this inftant received 
by my mother from the Colonel, renews all 
my agitations. I tranfcribe it. 

" Dear Madam — ^Though I have long 
" been accuftomed, to meet with the moft 
^ indulgent reception in your houfe, I do 
not know how to take the liberty of intro- 
ducing my friends, Mr. Melvil^, and his 
fifter Lady Mary Melvile, without firft 
afking your permiffion. They are very de- 
^ firous of waiting upon your Ladyftiip and 
*' Mifs Riverfdale to tea this afternoon, if it 
** will be agreeable to you to receive them. 

"Ever, &c.*' 
My mother returned for anfwer, certainly. 
How ceremonious! — -and what may it all 
mean ? — in what light am I to appear to 
them ? — how (hall I* behave to Colonel Mal- 
colm himfelf?— 'if I am referved — diftant, 
he may conclude me jealous, envious — if I 
receive him as ufual, flie may deem me for- 
ward, coquettifh. — I cannot tell you hgw I 
dread this interview, nor what I think of the 
ilrange mode, in which it is brought about. 



Friday eve?img. —r-lt is over, my dear bro- 
thcrjandnowi am more peTpkx^<JilW\^^^^' 
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They came at tea time ; I had placed "my- 
felf at my frame, to break the ftijBTnefs and 
embarraffment of having nothing to do. 
Colonel Malcolm introduced them with all 
his natural eafe and good breeding. 

I was much (Iruck ^yith her- figure ; there 
is fomething very peculiarly interefting in it 
— tall, thin, pale, and even fickly in her ap- 
pearance ; yet great elegance and agreeable- 
nefs, and quite the air of a woman df 
faftiion — (he feemed afFefted -at the fight of 
me, but ftruggling for compofure. 

The brother's behaviour was at firft con^ 
flrained and ftiff ; but that wore off. He 
has evidently been much lefs converiant in 
the fafliionable world than his fifter. Reing 
a younger brother, he went out to India to 
make his fortune. He has been extremely 
fuccefsful, and repurchafed the family eftate, 
which Lord Mount-Melvile's extravagance 
had obliged him to fell ; but he has not 
long been returned, and feems very much to 
^'ant polifhing. 

Colonel Malcolm (howed unreftrained 

« .■ * 

pleafure at feeing me, and paid me all his 
ufual attentions, although he ftudioufly at 
times alfo devoted himfeif to lja.dN Mawrj* 
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I cannot tell how I acquitted m3rfelf^— my 
mother fays pretty well ; but I fear there was 
a good deal of hurry and flutter about 
me. 

She appeared to fix her whole attention 
npon me ; admired my work^ — took notice of 
the drawings that hung over the liarp^chord — 
wa3 fure, from the tafte and mafterly finifh- 
- ing of them, they were my doing, for (he 
undcrftood I excelled in every thing I un- 
dertook — and then (he fighed. 

'Why (hould (he figh ? it is not, I thought, 
the Want of fuch trivial accompli Qiments^ 
that will dimini(h your value in fuch a heart 
' as Colonel Malcolm's ! . 

She would make me fing — I wilhed to 
have been excufed ; but the Colonel joined 
in the requeft^ and I went to the harpfichord. 
She looked out that beautiful air of Sacchini's, 
Se ti pcrdo^ amalo beiie^ and defired to hear 
it. She was very grave, arid feemed affedVed 
by it, but beftowed great encomiums upon 
my performance. 

Her eye fell upon the harp — did I alfo 
play upon that ? 

A very little, I faid ; it was jny brother's 



14^ LETTERS OF 

■ 

fiivorite inflrument i but I had not had the 
courage to touch it fince his departure. 

J was, indeed^ all that (lie had heard of 
me — ^and (he (ighed. again — 

She apologifed for the lownefs of her fpi- 
rlts ; her health had been fo indiiTerent for 
many years paft, and the fight of flrangers 
always diftrefled her — ^but the wi(h to be ac- 
quainted with Lady and Mifs Riverfdale had 
overcome her reludance. She hoped to en- 
joy thp favor of feeing us fometimes . . ,• 
before (he left Geneva • . • • and (he £il^ . 
tered. 

We faid every thing we could think of in 
return — and then /he took her leave, and 
Colonel Malcolm attended her home, 

I felt relieved when (he was gone, and 
yet opprefTed — diflatisfied — there is fome- 
thing extremely unaccountable in Colonel 
Malcolm's behaviour. Some little delicacy — 
fome flight apology furely I niight have looked 
for — ^but no — he has paffed a fponge over his 
memory, and Louila, with every thing reiaitve 
to her, is perfedlly obliterated. 

I fear, as my mother too juftly obferved, I 
have not fecured his efteem — I cannot bear 
that thought. 
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I flipped away to come and give you this 
account, but I am fent for. 



It was to Lord Grantin — my mother had 
juft fat dowj) to ombre with the Dean and 
'dc Salm. 

Lord Grantin hoped he foiuid me in better 

humour than the evening before — I might 

. ice by hi3 funk eyes what devaftation my 

cruelty had occafioned ; he had never clofed 

. them fmce feven in the morning — I fmiled. 

" You think nothing of that," faid he, 
•* Giuro al cielo no woman ever could boaft 
'of as much before; and you little imagine 
what you may drive me to." 

I had not yet rallied my fpirits, and looked 
at a lofs, 1 believe, for nonfenfe to anfwer 
him with ; when my mother, laughingly, 
came to giy affiftance. 

** You do not mean to alarm my daugh- 
ter with a piftol, or. a plunge into the lake, 
I hope, my Lord !'* 

" Why no, not exadly tliat — but there is 
a ftep, that I fhould confider as almoft equal- 
ly defperate, of which the firft idea never 
entered my brain, till I beheld Mifs Riverf- 
dale." 
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. /■ 

This was too obvious not to call for an 
anfwer ; and I faid with quickncfs, *' truft 
me, my Lord, for warding off the danger** — 

" Ah 77110 bel teforo ! what methods could 
you poffibly devife ? — ^veil over your beau- 
ties }—frenar quel canto che^incanta-^uelk 
grazie che innamorano ? * — 

" No** endeavouring to laugh, " thal_ 
would be too fevere upon the reft of man* 
kind, you know — but you recolle(|k the litdc 
circumflance, that faved Harlequin, when he 
had arranged every thing for his marriage.**— 
" Ah Capifcoy Capifco /*\-f' interrupted he 
laughing, " the lady happening to with^ 
hold 'her confent — very well faith ; and a very'* 
fair hint to check my indifcretlon for bring- 
ing on the fubjeft in public — well, I fli^ 
ftruggle for liberty a little longer ; but ihould 
. I be worded in the attempt, as I much fear 
I may, I will certainly take a more private 
opportunity of laying my title and fortune 
at your feet." 

" And, now your Lordfhip has given me 
fuch fair warning, it wijl certainly be my 

* Withhold thofe bewitching drains— veil tkofc 
enamouring graces. 

f I underfland^ I underflana. 
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own fault, if ever I put you to that trou- 
ble/; ^ . 

" Troubk ! bel idol mioy what could I 
think a trouble, that (hould give me a chance 
of obtaining your favour ?" making an 
attempt to kifs-my hand, which I drew back. 
He requefted, that I would indulge Rim with 
a little mufic. I begged to be excufed, feel- 
ing my felf really unwell; and foon after with- 
drew to my own room and my beft friend — 
But, ah my Henry, that your prefence were 
not fo ideal ! flill, however, the pleafing taflc 
of imparting every thought and every difficulty 
(eems to affociate you in all that is going on. 

My mother kept Lord Grantin to fuppcr 
^ — I wonder why. (he would 1 

1 3^. — Colonel Malcolm has been here, my 
dear brother;- how have f^^^ong'd hirn!— ^ 
I was alone in the drawing room, when he 
came in. — " How . fortunate is this, Louifai 
I have much to fay to you," taking my^hand, 
and raifingit to his lips, when I involuntarily 
withdrew it ; it was involuntarily ; for I had 
upon hearing his voice at the door, de^ 
termined to aflert my own dignity, by be- 
ing above any appearance of refentment ; 
but this inftantly betrayed me. 

VOL. r, H 
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" Good God ! * exclaimed he, " what do 
you mean ? — is an abfence of three daj;s fuf- 
ficient, to make fuch a change in my re- - 
ception ? O how miferably have I pafled 
them, feparated from you.** 

** I did not mean to make any change, Co- 
lonel, but what the circumftances feemed to 

require/* 

" What circumftances, Louifa ? — ^Whtt 

has happened — tell me, for Heaven*s fake ! I ^ 
am on the rack ! — ^What ! has this fribbliqg 

'Lord** > 

" Nay now, Colonel Malcolm,** inter- 
rupting him, " indeed you aftonifh me! — 
is this a trial of my temper ? — am I not fuffi- 
ciently humbled by the filent negledt, with ' 
which you have treated me ever fince 
Lady Mary Melvile*s arrival? believe me, 
I did not deferve fo low a place in your 
efteem, as that you (hould have denied 
me your confidence — believe me, I fliould 
have been the firft, to have urged you 
to forget even the exiftence of Louifa, if it 
were requifite to the recovery of that valuable 
woman*s peace.*' 

He fell at my feet. " Angelic girl ! and 

have bufy officious tongues been tormenting 

j^ou with this intelligence, atvd ^iv^^wouiing 
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to injure me in your opinion ? You do not 
yet know me, if you believe it poffible, that 
I fliould for a moment have deviated 
from the attachment I have vowed to you. 
I (hould have hoped you would have trufted 
to no information relative to Lady Mary 
Melvile, but from my own lips/' 

" Colonel Malcolm ! you vouchfafed me 

* 

nooe/* 

*• It was not aware, t|iat any reports had 
gotten abroad upon the fubjeft, which could 
alarm you ; and I wilhed to keep it altogether 
from you, until I could fay, what I now may 
— that Lady Mary Melvile wifties me to be 
your*s/* 

" Wifties you to be mine !** repeated I," 
alrtioft breathlefs with furprize — " you muft 
not — cannot'* — 

*' Hear me out, Louifa!" interrupting 
xne, " and then pronounce my doom. It is 
feveral years fince I became acquainted with 
Lady Mary, at Nice, whither flie had at- 
tended her dying mother. I was at that time 
under the influence of an attachment, wdiich, 
though a very different one from that which 
^ now fills xny heiart, left me no thoughts to 
beftow upon any other objed than Viet, ^\\o\vaA 

H z 
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encountered obloquy for my fake, and whofe 
health had fufFered from the unhappinefs and 
mortifications (he had experienced." — 

" And what — and what is become of her ?** . 
interrupted I eagerly — terrified left I wasalfo 
to be a fource of mifery to another unfor- 
tunate being. 

" She isdead'' — faid he, in a tone that proved 
the recolledion to be very painful to him. 

He ftopped for a moment. 
" I only mentioned her," faid he, " Xfy 
clear myfelf from any fufpicion of having 
been acceffar}^ to the f^tal liking, that took 
poffeffion of Lady Mary's breaft. I paid no 
other attentions, than thofe which civility 
required, and had no idea of the partiality 
(he had .conceived. Lady Mount Melvile 
died on her way back to Scotland, and Lady 
Mary w^ent to live with her elder brother. 
I heard nothing more of them, till Mr. Mel- 
/ vile's return froni India — we had formerly 
been acquainted, during his fhort refidencc 
at Vienna, when he was upon his youthful 
travels ; but I had entirely loft fight of him, 
and was greatly furprifed, about two years 
ago, to receive a letter, recalling our former 
intimacy^ and expreffinga^ioxv^vjvftv to iec 
hie in Scotland. He a\to \aivUd^ V\v^X W 
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fifter, whofe health had fufFered much fince 
I had feen her at Nice, joined in the invi- 
tation. It did not, at that time, in any 
(hape fuit me to leave Vienna; and I re- 
turned a letter of friendly thanks, declining 
the invitation, and expreffing my regret, that 
fo amiable a woman, to whom every one 
muft wi(h well, that had the honour of her 
acquaintance, (hould experience fo cruel a 
drawback upon all comfort as the want of 
health. I received a fecond letter, in which 
Mr. Melvile entered more particularly into 
bis fitter's fituation, giving me to underftand, 
with a good deal of circumlocution, that the 
recovery of her health depended more upon 
xne^ than I was, perhaps, aware ofr— that he 
himfelf having no thoughts of marrying, and 
his fifter having ever been the objeft of his 
tendered concern, he could not make a more 
fatisfadtory ufeof his fortune, than in fecuring 
her happinefs , and that, if I would give up 
all foreign purfuits, and go and fettle in my 
own country, he would enable her to offer 
fuch an eftabllQiment, with her hand, as 
would enfure comfort, if npt affluence to us. 
I was much hurt and diftrefled by this letter i 
never having conceived the., leaft p^xlvsAx^.^ 

K3 
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for Lady Marj', and not at that time even 
imagining, that matrimony could ever be 
the objeA of my wifhes. I wrote a civil 
letter, gratefully acknowledging, but at the 
fame lime declining the honour intended 
me — and there it refted. I concluded they 
were offended ; and, as I could do nothing in 
mitigation^ trufted to time for affording mt 
fome opportunity of (bowing Mr. Melvile, 
that I had atruefenfe of his g^nerbfity, when , 
Lady Mary (hould have turned her thoughts 
to fome man better qualified to make her - 
happy. You know, Louifa, how my fouJ 
has fince been taken pofleffion of, and every 
wifh and every thought bound 'up in you. 
You will not, therefore, wonder at the dif- 
order, into which I was thrown by the note 
delivered to me, in your prefence, from 
Mr. Melvile the other day. It was quite 
impoffible for me then to fpeak to you upon 
the fubjeft. Your mother was prefent : be- 
iides, I could only have awakened your 
anxiety for an unhappy woman. Melvile's 
note was barely this :" — 

He pulled it out of his pocket. Thefc 
were, as near as I recoiled, the contents. — 

^* I am juft arrived at Geneva, and think 
^ ^b^t nothincr^ tliat haspa(W\Vy^\.\N^^uw^^v^N 
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dear friend, is any ways likely to have 
decreafed our cfteem for each other; I, 
therefore, hope to fee you immediately ; 
5 altho* I warn you, that the fight of the 
** fuflfering angel I have with me. may give 
a fevere (hock to your feelings." 
" You know,** continued Colonel Mai-' 
colm, " I inftantly went. I will not diftreft 
you, Louifa, by defcribing how greatly I 
was fhocked, to fee th6 lively, blooming, 
animated Lady Mary, reduced to the mi- 
ferable ftate you yeflerday beheld. — She en- 
deavoured to rife from her couch when I 
entered, but fell back again, and had nearly 
fainted. I went up, and, taking her hand ^ 
refpeftfully kifled it j but knew not what to 
fay. The manner in which I approached her 
feemed to fpread a faint gleam of fatisfac- 
tion over her wan cheek ; but (he did not 
attempt to fpeak. " Well, Colonel ^'* faid 
Melvile, taking me by the hand, and leading 
me to the window, ** you fee, we truft to 
not being wholly forgotten by you." " For- 
gotten — my worthy friend !'* replied I, " no, 
when gratitude lofes its hold upon my heart, I 
hope it Will break its firings." — " Why, that's 
honourably faid> Malcolm I*' retuxiifcd V^— » 
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" but why (hould your gratitude ftop flioTt 
of deeds? If a thing's worth being-grateful for, 
it is worth accepting, I fuppofe ; and why the 
devil fliould you*' — Here Lady Mary, whd " 
feemed to be roufed by the fear of what her 
brother might fay, interrupted him with— 
" my dear brother, is it fair to take Colonel 
Malcolm wholly to yourfelf? I wifh for an' 
opportunity of apologifing to him for the 
weaknefs of my prcfent behaviour — I have ■ 
been very unwell lately, Sir,'' continued fhc^' 
" and every thing that recals painful fccncs 
overfets me.— I have not feen you fince my 
melancholy attendance upon my dear mother; 
and the fight of you brought fome painful 
circumftances fo frefti into my mind, that it 
was almofl too much for me ; indeed, our 
prefent journey has the fame objeft in view 
for me, we then had for her; and, for my 
good brother's fake, I earneftly wifli it may 
prove more fuccefsful.'" I immediately drew 
my chair near, and entered into the idea fhe 
had wilhed to imprefs me with. We talked 
over former fcenes and acquaintances, and 
(he evidently became eafier. At length, Mrs, 
Freeman came in, upon which I arofe to take 
myieavc. Lady Mary fevd^ ^"^ ftv^V v(^ fe^ you 
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^gain in the evening?" " Afluredly/' I an- 
fwered. Mr. Melvile was defirous of my ftay- 
ing to dinner; but I declined it, as I really 
wanted fome time for refledlion, and todeter-:^ 
mine upon my mode of conduft in this painful 
bufinefs. It was plain I fhould be urged by 
him ; it was plain alfo, from the little kind 
of diffimulation (he had had recourfe to, in 
attributing her agitation to the reoolledions 
oi her • mother, left I might fet it down 
to a different account, that fhe poflfeffed a 
dignified delicacy of mind, to which he was 
a ftranger. I refolved, therefore, to be per- 
fcAly candid and open as to my own con- 
cerns, and explain to her my views, wilhes, 
and hopes, in regard to my beloved Louifa, 
as to an old friend, entitled to my confidence; 
and feem perfectly blind to any appearances 
that 'might, in fpite of her caution, . break ^ 
forth, of her too high opinion of me.'* 

"Amiable! — urihappy Lady Mary!'* faid 
I, fobbing, unable to reprefs my feelings, and 
yet grieved at interrupting him, left we might 
be broke in upon before he could finifh his > 
narrative.: 

" My charming Louifa ! how your ge- - 
nerous^ fenfibility . endears you to nvc I— L - 

H 5 ^ - . 
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went in the evening, fixed in my deter- 
mination, but no ways at my eafe as to the 
manner of introducing it ; from the fear of 
wounding her delicacy, if (he. (hould in any 
degree fufpedt its being done with a view of 
convincing her (he had nothing to expeft. 
I could not bring myfelf to come to you,' 
Louifa, till the diftreffing bufinefs was fettled. 
I knew the pain I (hould give to your tender 
heart ; and feared, moreover, that your gc- 
nerofity might have led you to diflate a cou- 
duft to me, which 1 had not power fufficient 
over myfelf to purfue." 

O, my dear Mother ! thought I, ex- 
, ultingly, I am not fo funk in the Colonei's * 
efteem, as you believed me. — This was baJm 
to my mind ; but I would not again inter- 
rupt him. 

" In fhort, I went," continued hei " and 
found her alone — (he was vifibly better than 
in the morning, though her eyes were red, 
and there was much appearance of remaining 
agitation about her. I ftood filent for a 
moment, and, leaning againft the fole of the 
window, was con(idering in what manner to 
introduce the fubjed, when, to.my infinite 
rdief, (he herfelf began it \ and now, Louifa 



I wifti I may be able to do juftice to words,, 
which did at once fuch honour to her heart 
and underflanding. * 

** I am much .,a(hamed," Colonel Mal- 
colm, faid Ibe, " of the (hallow artifice I had 
recourfe to this morning, to divert your ob* 
fervation from what muft fo obvioufly have 
^ttrafted it. I am not accuftomed to diffem- 
ble my fentiments ; but my brother, whofe 
kind heart fometimes mifguid^s his judgment, 
forced me to endeavour, at that moment, to 
ward off an attack fo diftreffing both to you 
and myfelf. The delicacy, with which you 
inftantly concurred in my fubterfuge, fliews 
me that I have no mifconflruftions to appre- 
hend from you ; and I am now going ta 
(peak with a franknefs, which will, I truft, 
entitle me both to your efteem and con-. 
fidence." — Here we were mod provokingly 
interrupted by the return of her brother front 
the play,- which he had grown tired of, and 
infifted upon Marlow's leaving with bimj^ to 
come and make up a rubber for his fifter^ 
knowing he could depend ,upon me for a 
fourth, he (hid, This made it impoflible 
for me to break away ; but (he took an 

H 6 ^ 
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opportunity to fay, " let me fee you in the 
morning." I went as early as I thought Ihc 
was likely to be drefled ; arid after breakfaft 
her brother, having agreed to ride with 
Marlow, left us : upon which (he imme- 
diately refumed the fubjeft we had been in- 
terrupted in, and entreating that 1 would 
patiently hear all (he had to fay, before 1 
attempted any kind of anfwer, (he, as nearly', 
as I can recolleft, went on thus. — 

*• Of my brother's two letters to you I wa? 
perfeftly ignorant, till long after your anfwer 
to the fecond ; when, upon my rejefting iOt 
offer of marriage, which my friends had 
deemed eligible, my brother, to convince me 
1 had nothing to look forward to, fhewed 
them to me. I hope you will not think me 
guilty of affcdtation when I fay, that I would 
rather have laid down my life, than they fhould 
have been written. However — the mifchief 
was done, and nothing remained, but to en- 
deavour to get over the mortification, and 
feel all the gratitude due to the kind inten- 
tions, that had fuggefted my brother's mif- 
taken proceeding : ftill I could not bring my- 
felf to think of the marriage propofed in the 
light that was wifhed •, aivd at length I ob- 
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fained to be left at liberty upon the fubjed- 

My health has gradually continued to de- 

'. cline ; and, in compliance with my brother's 

r anxious wilhes, I confented to try the effefts 

of change of air. 

*' George infifted' upon taking charge of 
me himfelf, and propofed Geneva as the im- 
mediate objeft, without acquainting me that 
you were here : and it was riot till we reached 
Lyons, that he apprifed me of what I was 
.going to encounter — for fear, he Taid, that 
coming unawares upon me, it might put aa 
end' to meat once. I urged every argument 
r could think of, to convince him of the im- 
propriety of the ftep he wa? making me take, 
and -the ftrange appearance it would have 
in your eyes : but he has not been much 
accuftomed to give way; -nor does he quite 
enter into the delicacy and punftilios of our 
fex. In the idea that he was forcing me to 
my good,' he has been as peremptory and as 
headftrong in- his own opinion^ as the rnolt 
defpotic parent. Here then I am come — and 
K'ere, in defiance of every effort on my pait> 
his firft ftep has been to fummon you to us^ 
** But now, Colonel Malcolm, in confe- 
qucnce" of the frankn^fs with Vib\d\ \ \iw^ 
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entered upon this painful fubjeft, I expeA la 
be farther believed^ when I give you my 
word of honour, that, fo far from entering 
into my brother's views, were it even poffi- 
ble, which, from particular circumftances, 
I know it IS not, that this faded form (hould 
work upon your compaffion, and infpire yoa 
with feelings, which my brighter days could not 
call forth, I (hould be fo far from thankfully 
accepting the blefling, which for many years 
I confidered as alone worth living for, that qq 
earthly power would noy/ bring me to confent, 
to giving you my hand ; and that, not from 
any mean or little motive of mortified fdf- 
love, or wounded pride, but becaufe I feel it is 
too late. 1 could only involve you in mifery^ 
that would double mine, and give a fling to 
death, which a long continuance of fuSerings 
has robbed it of, and taught me to look 
forward to as my friend.** 

Here Colonel Malcolm's voice faultered, 
and tears forced their way — which redoubled 
mine. After a fhort paufe he went on. 

" She was ftrongly affected — I kifled her 
hand ; but could find no utterance. — She 
foon recovered, however, and refuming the 
fubjeft, in a tone of more compofure iaid^ 
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" This explanation I owed to rayfelf, after the 

k ftrange light in which I have been placed to 

If you. What I have farther to fay relates to 

yourfelf. Colonel Malcolm, for whofe welfare ' 

and happinefs I may (after the declaration I 

[. have juft made) avow myfelf tenderly folici- 

■*. tous. ^ Mrs. Freeman yefterday informed me, 

• that it is believed in Geneva you are at- 

>' iached to a very young perfon, without any 

■ fortune; and that it is thought, if you obtain an 

appointment you have in view, (he would not ^ 

be adverfe to marrying you. You will not, 

I truft, fufpeft me of jealoufy, when I fay, 

that the idea of her youth alarms me for 

your future " profpecls : yet, Mrs. Freeman 

tells me flie is a moll amiable creature, with 

a folidity of mind and underftaiiding greatly 

beyond her years. I would "wifti— ^do not 

deem me impertinently intrufive — I would 

wi(h to be acquainted with hc^r, to be fatif- 

fied, that your profpeft is what my anxious 

afFedions would have ftrove to have made it„ 

had it been my happy lot. .... •" I-Iere (he 

feemed to check herfelf — and ftopped. — 

Louifa,y6ur increafed emotion (hows me, that 

you can forni a juft conception of what pafled 

in my foul durbg the whole of thb extra* 
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ordinary difcourfe, and you will not wifti mc 
to withhold the affectionate reverence, the 
warm gratitude, with which (he has filled my 
bofom. — You and flie ftand alone* among . ■ 
women !'* 

" Withhold it, Colonel Mailcolm ! — Good 
God!— fhoit indeed would you fall of the 
opinion I have formed of you, if you did ' 
not adore fuch goodnefs.-r-Exalted womanl 
fhe — fhe alone could have made you hap- 
py! — What am I to her?-^I cannot bear 
the thought of* robbing her of you.-— 0,. 
Colonel Malcolm !— do not, dd not let mt 
be the means of confirming her wretched- 
nefs!" " My emotion increafed almoft- ta- 
agony. 

He feized upon both my hands, as I clafped 
them together, and kifsed them with tranf- 
pprt. 

At that iriftant my mother opened the 
door — (he ftarted back in aftonifliment — 
Malcolm was confounded— and I had not the ■ 
power of utterance. 

She feemed hefitating for a moment — but 
came forward. — '* Is not Louifa well? Colo- 
nel Malcolm,"' alked (lie drily., 

" I have been telling her a tale, that has 
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. workedy I fear, too ftrongly upon her feel- 
ings," replied he, a little recovering bimfelf. 

^ " It is entitled to work upon my feelings,, 
indeed," faid 1, fcarce abk to articulate ; 
" Tell it to my mother. Colonel Malcolm*, 
and (h^ will join me in urging yoa,, to turn 
. iall your thoughts to Lady Mary, who is alone 
worthy of you." 

The Colonel looked amazed — I had 

. wholly forgotten at that moment, that he was 

ignorant of the difcloftire I had made to my 

mother. Lady Mary had taken pofleflion 

of all my faculties. 

" And does Lady Riverfdale then know ?'* 
faid he. /^ 

" Yes, Colonel,** interrupted my mother,- 

*5 Loiiifa is too little accuftoraed to diflimu- 

lation, to be able to carry it on long : fl>e haa 

, not been a fuffident time under your tuition> 

to perfift in deceiving her mother." . 

** Madam !" faid he, firing at this reproach- 

I interrupted him, fearing the confequences- 

of his warmth. " Do not. Colonel, be fur- 

prifed, that my mother ftiould feel hurt at 

the concealment we have, been guilty of: 

, towards her. — I have not yet had it in 

my power to explain, tliat we ouVjwv^^ivlLXssfc. 
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fpare her anxiety for the prefent ; but by no 
means to fet afide her authority, whenever an 
actual decifion came to be called for : and I 
was led into the unavoidable neceflity of. 
making an earlier difcovery to her by the 
efFedt, that the news of your intended mar- 
riage with Lady Mary had upon m«, and 
the convidlion,'that it precluded all motives 
for concealment.'* -. , 

Softened by the idea, that love for him 
had betrayed us, and probably rccoUefting 
too, that it was of fome moment not to irri- 
tate my mother, who certainly had reafon to 
be difpleafed with hirti, ' he ftru^ed to 
check himfelf, and faid, " I hope I (hall 
one day be able to make amends for any ^ 
conduct your Ladyfhip may now think repre** f 
henfible : and believe me. Madam, Loui(a*s • ' 
duty to you is one of her firft charms in my 
eyes." 

My mother, who was prepoflefrc<f with the 
notion of his engagement to Lady Mary,- 
now f<J)ftened a little likewife, and gave him 
her hand in token of reconciliation, which he 
refpeftfully kiffed. 

I then rcqueflcd him, to repeat to my 
mother the fccnc he had been relatiag to me» 
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adding, " I will go in the mean while, and 
endeavour tocompofe myfelf in fome'degree, 
that I may not be wholly unfitted for return-, 
ing Lady Mary*s vifitthis afternoon.'* And 
I left them. ^ 

' Company capie in to dinner, bef6re Colo- 
nel Malcolm went away.— I excufed myfelf 
from going down. 

This has taken me a long time writing, 
my Henry, and thrown me ou^t of the regu- 
larity of my date? j but do not^ fuppofe, that 
I let twenty 'four hours pafs without com^ 
mitting fomething to paper. 

Lady Mary received us in the moft oblige 
ing> manner. I approached her with awe and 
compundlion. Mr. Melvilc was again cold 
and formal, and feemed to watch every look 
of the Colonel's. I do not know, whether his 
fifter has imparted to him her determination, 
as my mother's unexpefted entrance pre- 
vented Colonel Malcolm from concluding 
the account of what had paffed. 

Mrs. Freeman came in, . and brought 
Lord Grant in with her. After making a flight 
bow to Lady Mary and Mr. Melvile, he 
walked ilraight up to me,* drew his chair 
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next me,, and feemed not to perceite there 
was any body elfe in the room^ 

I faw Colonel Malcolm look uneaiy: I 
obferved too^ that Lady Mary*s eye was- 
almoft conftantly direfted towai:ds me, and 
once or twice I took an opportunity of 
rifing, and changing my feat ; but he imme*" 
diately followed me. His- difcourfe turned 
entirely upon the different merits of Millico, 
Marehefe,f Rubin^lli, &c. ;► comparing my 
finging with fome of the peculiar excellencies 
of each, and interlarding the whole with 
whatever Italian exclanutions and expreC* 
/ions dfccurred to him^ 

I was much vexed at this perfecution ; yet 
could not help occafionally attending to himi 
mufic being an interefting fubjett to me, 
and the only one he feems thoroughly to un- 
derfland: and,- never having heard any of 
the fingers he mentioned, I certainly had 
fome curiofity to be informed about them.- 

Mr. Melvile put his filler in mindof call- 
ing for a card-table. 

Mr. Melvile, though he has- been many 
years out of his own country, has preferved 
his Scotch dialeft in all its primitive purit)*.. 
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*^ Malcolm likes a rubber at whift/* fays Tie, 

** and they young folk are varry weel enter- 
'* tained wi tjieir mufical converfation, fac we 
- need nae fafli aboot them.'* 
L; Whether he meant this provokingly, of 
^ that it arofe merely from ignorance of the 
: world, I will not decide 5 but I am clearly 

of opinion, that an Eafl Indian poKfli upon 
■ a Scotch ground does not produce a veiy 
. happy efFeft ; and yet I would wifti to like 

him for his affeftion to his fifter. 

She underftood, that I often fung without 
.an inftrunient, and was in hopes, that our 

mufical diflertation would have ended in a 

fong, which (he thought a much better thing 

than the card- table. 

Could I fing any of the barcarolle's?* Lord 

Grant in afked : no other Italian fong was 

bearable without accompaniment. 

■ Lady Mary faid, Ihe had been told, that I 

fung Englilh and Scotch fongs. 

" Cafpetta ! che catfivo gufto !\ coiild 

any body endure Englifli mufic, that had 

tstx heard any other ? The Scotch, indeed, if 

* The watermen's fongs. 
- \ The deuce ! what a bad taftel 
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it were not fSr the barbarifms of the lan- 
guage, might occafionally have fome little 
merit, as it had originated with an Italian." 

Colonel Malcolm, who had thus &r been 
completely filent, with a little dafh of fullen- 
nefs, now broke forth, ^;^ith no very plealant 
alpeft, and faid, " Perhaps Lady Mary. may 
be as well pleafed, to have an opportunity d 
judging for herfelf, as to have the law laid 
down to her fo peremptorily. As to ipe, I 
am no great critic in mufic ; but I own, that 
a little fenfe joined to it is not, in my opi- 
nion, any great drawback ; though that is, 
perhaps, your Lordfliip's particular objec- 



tion." 



u 



No, faith ! I have no objedllon to fenfe 
at all, when it comes good-humouredly and 
apropos, like. Mifs Riverfd^le's," replied 
Lord Grantin ; " But do you fuppofe. Sir, 
there is no fenfe in Italian ? Metaftafio, let 
me tell you" — 

" For God's fake," interupted the Colo- 
nel, " do not let us proceed to a diflertation 
upon Italian literature, of which I under- 

ft 

ftand as little as of their mufic : all I mean 
is this, that I have feen very few things 
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come out of Italy, that in any fhape fuitecl 
my tafte/' 

** Capperi ! buf that may be as much the 
fault of your tafte, though, as of the country,, 
let metellyou, Colonel," replied Lord Grantin. 
. The Colonel feemed difpofed, to explain 
his meaning more at length; but Mrs. Free- 
man interrupted him, by calling upon me, 
to enable the company to give their votes 
upon the fubjeft, by finging a fong in each 
hnguage, " A Scoth fong, pray, Mifs Ri- 
verl'dale/' faid Lady* Mary. 

I (aid, my only difficulty lay in the fear 
of fiAging Scotch before a Scotch-woman; 
as my having been out of England from ten 
years old gave me very little chance of fing- 
ing either that or Engliflh, as it ought to be. 

" Per Bacco /" exclaimed Lord Grantin, 
laughing, " that is the only chance of theii: 
being bearable at all." 

Colonel Malcolm's difpleafure trembled 
upon his lips again : but Lady Maiy faid 
with quicknefs, "^I can take no excufe, Mifs 
Riverfdale, you muft indulge me with a 
Scotch fong, and I will correft your pro- 
nunciation, if it ftiould be faulty." 



r - 
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I immediately fung Lochabef, with which 
!he exprefled herfelf pkafed : (he after- 
"wards named feveral others, which I was 
happy to be able to fing, as it kept off the 
converfation. She corrected a word here and 
there, and wondered that I gave fo little 
-room for it, as I had never been in Scotland, 
nor much in the way of Scotch people* Her 
-own pronunciation's prettier, than I could' 
have conceived Scotch to be. 

Lord Grantin faid, there was fo much 
tafte and feeling in my mafiner, that he 
(hould not have difcovered it to have been 
Scotch, but for what paffed before. Lady 
Mary, a little hurt for the credit of her coun- 
try mufic, faid, " I cannot think Mifs 
Riverfdale has any reafon to be flattered 
with the compliment ; for, in my opinion, 
a very confidcrable charm in her finging is 
thediftinft articulation of her words.*' 

" Aye, troth, is it;" faid her brother, 
" and, excepting the. Hindoftanny mufic, 
I dinna ken ony to. compare wi the ScotsJ* 

" Tlie Hindoftanny mufic !" cried Lord 
Grantin, " what d — d mufic is that ? chc 
j'ohafavct viai quejla^ per Vamor di diof'* 

* What llufF can that be, for the love of Heaven ! 
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urning to me with a laughs which feemed 
.0 nettle Mr. Melvile. 

" Varry like, my lord,** replied he^ S* yc 
nay never h^' heard o* fie anne place : but, I 
:an tell ye, fomething mair is to be acqueered 
n't, than jufl: fiddUng and piping, and fie 
ike/' 

" Yes, yes, faith," faid Lord Grantin, 
* the pagodas chink to very pretty tunes 
Lhere, I am aware of that : I believe they 
vould command attention even in Italy.'* 

." Gen mefs wull permit me, Fll prefcnt 
ler wi a fet o* Hendoftawny airs, that ufed 
:o be performed by my ain band at Bengal," 
[aid Mr. Melvile, gravely addreffing me. 

Lord Grantin laughed. 

I faid I (hould be glad to look at them, 
provided he would undertake to teach mc 
to pronounce the words ^ w^iich he readily 
agreed to. 

Lord Grantin faid, he could enter more 
readily into the motives of Mr. Melvile*s par- 
tiality than Colonel Malcolm's. , 

Colonel Malcolm did not feem to think 
him worthy of ahy farther anfweir, and flood 
filent and indignant. 

VOL. I. I 
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Lady Mary propofcd an airing to me for 
the next morning, which was yefterday. She 
^vifticd to fee me more intimately, fhe told 
me. 

Lord Grantin offered to attend us on 
horfeback ; Lady Mary .civilly declined it, 
which I rejoiced in moft exceedingly. 

My mother has told me, that (he was 
much affedtcd by Colonel Malcolm's recital, 
^ttd that (he thinks it incumbent upon mc, 
to ufe ahy power I may have over him, to 
induce him to marry Lady Mary. 

I perfedly agreed in the idea, that every 
feeling of honour and generofity called upon 
me to 4o ^o; exprefling a doubt, however, 
at the fame time,- that Lady Mary herfelf 
.would now be brought, to deviate from her 
fo firmly expre(red refoluticns. 
• My mother faid I was young, and 
knew little of womankind : perhaps the very 
' manner in which (lie had fpoken was an 
art to draw him in. 

I ooked at my mother with furprife : I 

never knew her fufpicious of duplicity before ; 

and I rather imagined (he wifhed to imprefs 

me with the idea, than that (he (poke her 

^Gal fentimcnts. 
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How is it that we do not hear from you, 
my Henry ? Your opinion, upon much of 
what I have imparted, would be fo very ma- 
teriah — Some fatality appears to hang over 
our correfpondence, when the communication 
feems fo (hort and fo eafy as between Paris 
and Geneva, — but I will not teafe you with 
bur diftrefs at this irregularity, quite aflured 
the fault is not in you. 

J^dy Mary and I have paffed a very 
agreeable morning* She is an uncommonly 
fenfible well-informed woman. We con- 
verfed upon a variety of topics : her aim 
feemed to be, to afcertain my way of thinking. 
She feveral times mentioned Lord Granting 
whom I fpoke of exa<SbIy as he ftruck me. 
She did not name Colonel Malcolm, which 
I was thankful for. 

She found herfelf rather unwell, juft as we 
happened to be near old Simon's Cottage : I 
pointed it out to the fervants to ttop at, and 
aik for a little water to mix her ether- 
drops . in, which (lie is always obliged to 
have with her, in cafe of any fydden faint- 
nefs. 

J 2 
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She was ftruck with the excefliyc ncatnefs 
and romantic fimplicity- of the fpot. — Poor 
Simon was in the utmoft diftrefs ; he feared, 
he faid, that his eldeft grandchild, little Ja- 
votte, had caught the fmall-pox : — the fickly 
mother, and the infant at her breaft, h^d 
never had it. I apprehended their mifma- 
nagement of the diforder befides, and faid, 
if they would truft her to me, I would have 
her taken care of, and would fend for her lA 
the afternoon. 

It occurred to me, that old Catherine might 
be depended upon for nurfing her, according 
to the direftions itiy mother, and I (hould 
give ; and that ftie would there be at hand 
for me to fee her daily. 

Simon lamented your departure with fuch 
truth and fimplicity, as could not but afFeft 
me deeply. In the fulnefs of his gratitude, 
he enumerated various inftances of your 
benevolence to him and his family ; inter- 
mixed with an account 'of new diftrefles, 
which he faid never could have befallen him, 
but for the abfence of his only friend : for 
now the pigs had got into his potatoe ground, 
^nd his afs had lamed itfelf. 
Lady Mary, frnWin^ at l\v^ tvaA.\xte of the 
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misfortunes you were to have guarded hini 
againft, infifted upon fupplying your place 
.as far as in her lay: and after furniOiing 
him with liberal means to replace the afs, 
(hould it continue difabled, and new flock 
his garden, (he would take Javotte into the 
carriage at once, to fave any danger that 
might arife from delay. 

The poor people poured out thanks and 
bleflings innumerable : at the fame time a . 
degree of diftrefs betrayed itfelf thrqugh the 
mother's gratitude ; Qiefaid, if it was only her ' 
own riik, (he would encounter it rather 
than part from her child ; but to be fure, the 
poor baby at her bread-— (he hugged it to 
her, and faid no more — ^hcr eyes filled. 

I afterwards told Lady Mary their inte- 
refting ftory, which affefted her; and fhe 
faid, how much fhe could have wiQied to 
have been acquainted witlvfuch a character, 
as (he had both heard and found your's to , 
be. — Such benevolent kind-heartednefs,joined 
to fuch great and noble qualities, were not 
often met with. She had now led me into 
the fubjeft I am apt to be difFufe upon — my 
brother — the inexhauftible fource of my 
pride, my knowJedge, and my Vva^^vcv^fe* 

13 
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She heard me with much apparent plea- 
furc, and faid, I was worthy of having fuch a 
brother. How gratified I felt myfelf by the 
compliment ! — Surely the praife of the good 
can never fail of its effedt 1 and from her in 
particular it comes With a double claim upon 
my feelings. 

She fpoke highly of my mother, and ob- 
ferved, that her manners were uncommonly 
dignified, and her converfation and fenti- 
ments, as far as (he had heard them, fuch 
as might be expefted from the mother of 
Henty and Louifa : but there was a mclaff- 
choly caft of countenance in her, flie thought, 
which fpoke having met with fevere trials. 

I faid, I knew little of the early part of my 
mother's life — that I had a very faint recol- 
leftion of my father, who died in the Eaft 
Indies; upon receiving the news of which, 
my mother had immediately left England, to 
enable her to educate me at a fmaller ex- 
penfe, unlil my father's affairs fliould be fet- 
tled, and fuch remittances made, as would 
admit of our returning to our native country ; 
that the delays, which had taken place, had, 
at length, given her reafon to fear there 
might be feme dift\oueft.Y \u ^\\t ^^^cvskiot^ v 



MISS RIVEKSDALE. I75 

and, in (hort, it had been deemed advifeable^ 
to make intcreft to obtain my brother the 
appointment, which he had been fo fortunate 
as to fucceed in., getting, and which would 
ferve the double purpofe of affording him 
the means of fettling Sir William's affairs, 
which had now been above feven years involved 
in intricacies^ and, at the (ametime, improv- 
ing his own fortune, which, at beft, would, 
otherwife, be but confined. 

Although r wifhed to be as explicit 
and unreferved, as Lady Mary's aitiiable 
franknefs entitled her to expe6: me to be, 
I could not bear, my Henry, to Jthrow a 
/hade over the memory of my father, by 
acknowledging, what we ourfelves only 
know from conjedure, thart he did not make 
' his wife happy. - The ftrift filence my nio- 
ther has ever, obferved upon that head is a 
tacit injunftion upon her children, not to- 
draw the veil from their father's faults. 

I thought Lady Mary feemed fatigued 
when, we parted \ and greatly fear her fitua- 
tion is very defperate. She promifed to lie 
down for -an hour or two, and faid, if fhe 
fouod herfelf better in the eveoing, fte would - 

14 



1^6 LETTERS OF 

come to us ; for fhe wiftied to fpend as 
much of her time with us as poffible, during 
her (lay. She could not defcribe, (he faid, 
the mixture of pleafure and- pain (he felt in 
my compaAyj but it gave an intereft to 
her latter hours, which (he had not fuppofed 
any thing on this fide the grave could again 
have excited. 

This was juftas the carriage flopped at our 
door, fo I could only throw my arms about 
her neck, and embrace her, which I did with 
much emotion — and we parted. 

I immediately repaired^ to Catherine*s with 
my little charge. She undertook every 
thing with the utmoft zeal, and feemed 
quite delighted, to have the means of making 
herfelf ufeful to her " dear Ladyfhip" and 
her " fweet Mifs." 

Javotte had fallen afleep with the motion 
of the coach, almoft as foon as we had got 
her into it \ and, as far as I can judge, the 
eruption feems to be coming out very favour- 
ably. 

My Mother quite approved of what I 
had done; and we fent in all the neceflaries 
to Catherine's, who had inftantly lighted an 
ixnvntxiit fire, and feetued much alarmed, 
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when I defired it might be put out, afluring 
me (he would not make any extraordinary 
charge for it : I (hould have the wood at the 
price (hb had laid it in at, and her trouble 
for nothing. 

It was with fome difficulty I could con- 
vince her, that oeconomy was not the motive, 
and with much more that ftie was brought 
to agree to the window being fetopen occa* 
fionally, to air the room. To be fure, (he 
• faid, if her dear Lady(hip and I ordered it, 
(he was bound in duty to it; but then (lie 
hoped, that my Lady would fcreen her from 
the confequences, if the child died ; for, to 
be fure, (he (hould be brought to juflice, or, 
at leaft, (lie (hould never expeft to He a 
night quiet in her bed afterwards ; " for, if 
you'll believe me, Mifs," faid (he, " tlie 
do6lor wanted me to do the very felf-fame 
thing, when her dear Ladylhip was fo kind as 
to have my poor Tommy noculated along with 
Mafler Harry — but I thought, thinks I, it's 
all along of his wanting to fave me a bu(hel 
of coals or fo, which my Lady will never let 
me want ; and fo i never minded it a bit ; 
but when he grew fo bad with the fever, I 

13 
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made him as good a fire as if he had been a 
Lord, and got fome more blankets for his bed 
Trom a neighbour, and pinned his curtains as 
clofe, fo as not a breath of air could come at 
him; but it all wouldn't do- — it was heaven's 
will to take poor Tommy from me ; and all 
my comfort was, as I hadn't minded the doc- 
tor, and had nothing to lay at my own door.** 

There was no fmiling at folly which had 
produced fuch ferious confequences ; and it 
Would have been barbarous, to have opened 
poor Catherine's eyes to what Ihe had donc^ 
I therefore contented myfelf with faying, 
" but different cafes require different treat- 
ment, you know, and my mother will take 
it very ill of you, Catherine, if you don't do 
exactly what I require in regard to this.'* 

She promifed faithfully (he would. I faw 
Javotte put to bed, and truft (he will do very 
well. 

I found Colonel Malcolm had called dur- 
ing my abfence, and exprefled particular 
anxiety to fee me ; faying he would be here 
in the evening. 

Do not you wonder what is become of 

Madame D'Urtife all this time ? you ex- 

pedicd her again the i\ex.t moxYvm^, \ -acca 

4 



MISS RIVERSDAtE. 179/ 

fure, forlhis advice, which was fo very necef- 
farj^ to her peace. I heard nothing of her , 
that* day, however : — and was informed the 
next, that (by way of giving me time to reco- 
ver, no doubt, from the diftrefs (he had occa- 
fiojied,and refleft more at leifure upon the befl: 
methods for her to purfue) (he was fetting 
out for Lauianne, with a very lively party,. * 
who have no other objedl but curiofity and 
amufement in view ; and their return is quite- 
uncertain. So much for Madame D'Urtife 
and her misfortunes. 



i^th. Lady Mary is -very (11.. — She did 
not come yefterday evening: (he fent for 
ColoneJ Malcolm from hence : (lie particu- 
larly wiflied to fee him. He faid he would 
come direftly back, and give us^an account 
of her; but did not return. 

The Dean defired to fpeak to my mother 
in her drefling room yefterday evening ; and 
they were together for a long time — flie 
feemed agitated and elated when (he re- 
turned — he was grave and abfent. Some- 
thing of confequence I am fure :; but neither 
of them faid a word to me i< fo I can form: 
no conjedurc. 
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i am exceedingly alarmed for Lady 
Mary :-T-we hrave fent . 

My mother's entrance interrupted what 
I was going to fay. 

She fat down and feemed confidering how 

to begin. — " O, my dear mother/' ex- 

. chimed I, " you have bad news to impart ! — 

poor Lady Mary !" — and I (lopped in terrour. 

** No,'* fhe faid, '' fhe had juft fent, but 
had received no anfwer." 

*• What then, my deareft madam, is the * 
matter ?" taking her hand, " that you fecm 
at a lofs to fpeak to me." 

" Did you take notice of my confer- 
ence with the Dean laft night, Louifa ?" 

" Yes, indeed, I did; but hoped, from 
your appearance, he had not imparted any 
thing difagreeable. — Is it any thing relative 
to Henry ?" 

" No, it relates to yourfelf." 

'' To me !" 

" Yes ; the Dean was commiffioned by 
Lord Grantin, to make overtures of mar- 
riage." — 

** Good Heavens ! that coxcomb !" 

** I ihould not have expeded fuch petu- 
hnce from you, Louifa, m i^lum lot ^xv 
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honour, which I fancy young women of 
higher rank and expedtations, than you have 
any claim to, would be very glad to accept.'* 

" I beg your pardon. Madam,*' con- 
founded at the gravity of her reproof ; " could 
I have fuppofed that he had found favour in 
your eyes, I (hould have been more guarded/* 

" And why fliould you not fuppofe him 
likely to find favour in my eyes ? What could 
I hope for better in a fon-in-law, than a young 
man of high rank, good fortune, and unex- 
ceptionable charafter ?'* 

*' I fhould have made but a poor ufe 
of the pains you have fo carefully beftowed 
upon teaching me to form a juft eftima- 
tion of things, if I did not hold rank and. 
fortune to be very fecondary confidera- 
tions in the acquifition of happinefs. An 
unexceptionable charafter, I confefs, is of 
very great importance ; but fenfe and mental 

m 

acquirements appear to me to be indifpen- 
fable. And fure I am, my dear mother 
will not deny, that a competency joined tcr 
thefe, and divefted of a title, is more likely 
to enfure rational felicity,* than the brilliant 
eftablifhment held out by Lord Granting 
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and fupported only by ikill in mufic and 
drefs." 

" And what title have you to exped: per- 
fcftion, Louifa ?" — 

" None, madam — I . do not exped: it — ^I 
. only with to be allowed to determine what 
I can beft difpenfe with." 

" The Dean iays Lord Gran tin is per- 
fedtly good -humoured, and left Eton *witb 
great credit." 

*' I tear then he niuft have loft it fince; 
for I appeal to yourfelf, whether any thing 
like reflcftion, oblervation, or knowledge, has 
fallen from his lips, fince.we have feenhim." 

** The Dean fays," replied flie, waving, 
my api'cal, " that a fcnfible woman will 
make a very different being of him in a 
fliort time; and that he has only a little 
fafliionable affedation belonging to his youths 
and the company he has kept." 

" O, my deareft mother, do not allot me 
the arduous tafk of forming a hufband. I 
am too inexperienced myfelf, not to require a 
guide and friend, whom I could look up to 
upon 'all occafions. I fliould defpife Lord 
Gran tin for his infignificancc, and myfelf 
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r being biafled by fuch paltry confidera- 
ms, as I could only marry him for/' 
*' I fee too clearly, Louifa, what all this 
igi nates in — your romantic, vifionary pro- 
efts in regard to Malcolm." 
" Do not, I beg of you, be fp unjuft to 
le principles you yourfelf have inllilled 
to my mind, as to fuppofe, tliat had Colo- 
d Malcolm never exiftcd, I could bear 
ic thought of being united for life to fuch 
companion as Lord Grant in. Do not let 
)ur difpleafure fall upon the Colonel. I am 
>ove diffenibling — I candidly confefs, that 
ere he in circumftances to come into im- 
lediate competition, I would prefer him, 
lOUgh more than double my age, with a 
are fubfifteAce, to all that Lord Grantin can 
ffer : but you know, that at this moment 
le ColoneFs fituation is in all refpcfts fo 
ncertain, that he may really be cohfidered 
5 quite out of the queftion. And why 
lould the Dean be fo aftive in this ?- — How 
J it confiftent with his friendfliip for the 
Marquis of Egmore ? Can he fuppofe he is 
►bliging him, by negotiating a marriage 
yith a young woman of no fortune, no hl^l\ 
vnnedtions ? Too well do 1 knovj ixv^ ^^^x^^ 
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mother's feelings, to fuppofe (he could for 
an inftant endure the thought of her dau^- 
ter beuig brought unhandfomely into z^ 
family, and treated with unkindnefs as an 
intruder into it." 

Here I at length touched upon the right 
firing. 

" You do me but juftice there," anfwered 
fhe, "and it was the objeftion 1 inftantly made 
to the Dean ; who, fo far from being adivc 
in the bufinefs, appears to me, on the con- 
trary, rather cool in it, and as if he fpoie 
merely in confequence of being, ftrongly 
urged by Lord Grantin." 

" Well then, what remains farther to be 
faid ? That puts an end to it at once; doe$ 
it not ?" 

" I can fee no reafon why it ftiould," re- 
plied (lie, " becaufe the Marquis may be a 
kind of man, who con(iders his fon's happinefs 
as the firft objeft : and, without vanity, I 
believe, I may fay, that, fett ing afide the 
one objeftion of want of fortune, he may 
not eafily meet with a woman fo well cal- 
culated, to do credit to his fon's judgment. 
The Dean told me, that Lord Grantin, no- 
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thing doubting in regard to my confent and 
yours, had wanted him, without farther 
ceremony, to join in writing a letter to his 
fether, affuring him of your extraordinary 
merits, in the idea,- that an impartial teilimony 
would be likely to carry confiderable weight. 
He was willing to have his father's concur-, 
rence, if he could get it ; but perfedtly de- 
ternjinedto proceed without it, if- withheld j 
having a large independent eftate left him 
by his uncle, which he came into poffeffion 
of laft year, upon attaining the age of twenty- 
one: and the Dean had great difficulty in 
convincing him, that there was any neceffity 
for making fure of opr fentiments firft. ' 
However, when he found he could, not pro- 
ceed without _it, he had infilled upon his 
coming to me, and making the propofal : for, 
hang him, he faid, if he could go finging. 

Will you marry me, dear Ally Croaker?'" 
Good heavens! my deareft madam, 
and is it poffible, that the paltry advantages, 
attending fuch an union as this, can blind 
you to all the conceit and levity of this prcf^ 
ceeding?" 

" 1 have ever made it a rule, Louifa, not 
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to lee infult where none is meant : and as to 
conceit, it is more the levity and folly of his 
?.ge, than any determined high opinion of 
himfelf. You call the confidelrations paltry 
that aftuate me, my child ; but do you con- 
lider what an objeft it muft be to me, (and 
I fliould have hoped) to yourfelf, that you 
Ihould have fixed in your native country, 
whither I look forward to the fatisfaftion of 
returning to end my days, and where your 
brother will alfo finally fettle." 

I was aftcded with the feeling with which 
ftie uttered this, and could only anfwer, •* 
my dear, dear mother ! do not fuppofe Lord 
Grantin offers the only means of fecuring 
this happinefs to us; — but what have you 
faid to the Dean ?" 

" I told him I could fay nothing, until I 
had fpoken to you ; that as I had made it 
my whole ftudy in your education, to form 
your heart and mind upon fuch principles, 
as could enable you to judge in all things 
for yourfelf, I had now laid it down as a 
rule, to attempt no farther influence over 
your conduft, than by my advice; which I 
fl:iouId always offer, in the firft inllancc, to 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 187 

he utmoft of my abilities^ and then leave 
i^ou to your own determination : and this I 
iiean moft ftriftly to adhere to." 

I threw my arms . about her neck, and 
aielting into tears, exclaimed, ** What can 
[ fay for fo much goodnefs ? it (hall be my 
uniform fludy, not to difcredit the pains you 
bave beflowed upon me: but do not— O 
io not, I entreat you, let the Dean bring the 
mortification upon me, of being rejedted by 
I family, which no confideration would 
tempt me to .enter into, were they even to 
:oncur with Lord Grantin in his wifhes." 

My mother embraced me tenderly, but 
iirgcd me to take a few days to confider of it. 

" Indeed that, would not be ufing Lord 
Grantin well : it would have all the appear- 
mce of a defire, to keep him dangling on, 
when r can have no doubts in my own 
mind/' — 

Here we were interrupted by Flora,. who 
brought word Lady Mary Melvile was fome- 
ivJiat better, and Colonel Malcolm was below. 

My mother went down ; and I only re- 
mained to recover fo far from my agitation^ 
as that it might not attract the Colonel's 
obfcrvst'ion. 
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When I entered the library, I found mj 
mother in tears, and, fearful that I 'had mif- 
tinderftood Flora, I exclaimed, " Poor Lady 
Mary !"— 

" She has had a quieter night than was ex- 
peded," faid Colonel Malcolm, " and the 
phyficians think better of her this mornings 
but wifli her to remove hence, with all con- 
venient fpeed/* 

" What then-is the matter ?*' afked I. 

" The Colonel was giving me an accouot 
of an afFefting fcene between himfelf and 
Lady Mary,'* faid my mother. 

" May I not hear it ?" inquired I, eagerly. 

" Afluredly ! who is half fo much enti- 
tled ? you {hall, the inftant I can recover 
myfelf fufBciently to repeat it" — drying his 
eyes. 

I fat down in breathlefs expeftation. 

** When I was fent for lafl: night, 1 found 
Lady Mary in a ftate of infenfibility, and 
they thought her dying. The phyfician had 
not been immediately to be found, and was 
not come. 

" Melvile was hanging over her, wringing 
his hands in the greatefl: agony. The inftant 
he faw me, he exclavmed, ^^ ^^\ MsAcolcn I 
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fee what you have done ! by G — yoii are 
the death of her, as much as if you had (hot 
a bullet through her head." The alarfhing 
fight, joined to this intemperate attackj^lmoll 
got the better of me : without flopping, 
however, to anfwer him, I went up to the 
couch, on which (he was lying; and, agitated 
by their terrours, I caught thejnfedion, and 
believed 1 faw the hand of death upon her. 
The phyfician came, and defiring us all io 
ftand afide, faid, for God's fake give ber air. 
—It's nothing but a fwoon — and throwing 
up the windows, added, there is no imme- 
diate danger of death whatever. Upon his 
application of the proper remedies, (he foon 
jgave .(igns of returning life, and in a few 
minutes was quite recovered. I was the 
firft objeft that caught her eye, kneeling by 
the couch, and holding her hand *in (ilent 
forrow. — " Kind-hearted Malcolm!" faid 
ftie, obferving my emotion, " I have only 
been brought hither to diftrefs you — but 
I am better again — a little over fatigue of 
body and mind this morning, perhaps — 
Louifa is an angel." " Do not, dear Lady 
JMary, talk juft yet," faid I, wi(hing to keep 
her from the too trying fubjeft, ** You xk^^ 
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be quite quiet for a little while. Suffer me to 
.return in an hour." " No," replied (he, " ra- 
ther try to rid me of all the officious care that 
furrounds me ; and do* you flay — I have 
fomething to fay to you, which I fhould feel 
uneaiy to delay." Melvile overheard her, 
and inflantly hunying them all out of the 
room, came and whifpered me, for the love 
of God, to take compafEon of his poor filter ! 
I was wounded to the foul both for her and 
myfelf, fearing flie fhould overhear him : but 
(he was wrapped up in her own thoughts, and 
the inftant he had fhut the room door, flic 
faid, " Malc(;lm, I fee That I have acquired 
a hold upon your friendilup, and I trufl I have 
fome upon your efteem j and this idea fmooths 
my way do.vn the declivity, I am fo rapidly 
defccnding. Thefe fainting fits are not, I 
believe, attended with immediate danger; 
but their increafcd frequency warns me, that 
the period is not far diftant. I have now 
but one way left, to make amends for the 
trouble and pain I have given you ; and that 
is by facilitating, as far as in my power lies, 
your union with Louifa. Your appointment 
is uncertain, and, at bcft, may be diftant. My 
brother, on his return from India, fettled ten 
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thoufand pounds upon mc, wholly at my own 
difpofal : ■ by this paper they become LouKii's, 
the inftant that I am Velealcd from my fuf- 
ferings.-r-She is, as far as I liave been able 
to judge of her, every way defcrving of you; 
and it enlightens the gloom .of my lafc mo- 
ments, to refieft, that my death will accom- 
plifli, what it has been denied me to devote 
my hfe to, your happinefs.^^ 

" I had maSe feverai attempts to interrupt 
her ; but the laid her hand upon my mouth, 
and would be heard out. She Iccmed to 
have worked herfelf up beyond the reach 
of fublunary. feelings. Pier eyes, before fo 
languid, had acquired a brilliancy — a flufh 
had overfpread her cheeks-^fhe was intereft- 
ingly beautiful, beyond what I had ever 
beheld her — (he appeared more than human. 
I ftammered out — " angelic difintereftednefs 1 
—overpowering generofity ! — long ! — long 
may you yet enjoy 1" — (he interrupted me. 
** Do not praife me above my deferts, Mal- 
colm ; there is nothing for me to enjoy in 
life — death alone can fecure my peace, an4 
yout happinefs." Her eyes, again, began 
to fwim, and fhe fell back — ^I called fpr 
help— another fainting fit took place. The 
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dodor was now peremptory — fhc mull be 
left and kept quiet, or he could not anfwer 
for the confequences ; upon which I immedi- 
ately flipped away, unperceived by Melvile: 
but you will readily believe, Louifa, I was 
not in a ftate toxome hither^s and I delayed it 
till I had feen her this morning, that I might 
alTure you from herfelf, and from ray own 
obfervatidn, that flie was better." 

Colonel Malcolm might have gone on {(X 
ever ; I was in no fituation to interrupt him. * 
Such a variety of fenfations had taken pofleO ' 
lion of my breaft during his recital, added to 
the little agitation I had been thrown into be- 
fore, that I remained with my eyes fixed upon, 
him, after he had done fpeaking, almoft in 
a ftate of ftupefadtion, and wholly unable 
to Ihed a tear, or articulate a fyllable. — 

My mother, perceiving that I was choak- 
ing, flew to untie my collar, and loofen my 
corfet ; and, applying fome eau de Cologne to 
my nofe.and temples, Ihe, at length, brought 
me to an hyfterical cry, which ended in my 
being obliged to go and lie down. 

So weak — fo foolifli — fo every way unlike 
the heroic Lady Mary, is your poor Louifa. 
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i6tft. — Lady Mary mends. I wilhed to 
have gone to her for an hour in the evening, 
but her phyfician would not allow it. 

-Colonel Malcolm faw her, and came hither 
afterwards. They hope to be able to re- 
move her in two or three days. 

Little Javotte goes on very well — Cathe- 
rine is quite amazed (he is not yet dead, from 
the unaccountable ways we take with her. 

• My mother has, I believe, fpoken to the 
Dean in the way 1 wiftied — we have feen no- 
thing of Lord Grant in thefe two days. 

Colonel Malcolm looks grave — anxious — 
no wonder: his fituation, between Lady 
Mary and me, is at this moment a very 
awkward one. 



17M.— ^In confequence of a meflage re- 
ceived this morning, that Lady Mary Mel- 
vile would be glad to, fee me, if I was at 
Icifure, I went to her imniediately, in an 
agitation which you will better conceive, than 
I can defcribe. 

She did iiot attempt tQ raife hcrfe^f from 
the fofa, when I entered, but held out her arms 
towards me, into which I threw myfclf, em* 

VOL, I. K 
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bracing her with an emotion, which, I am 
fure, fpoke my feelings better, than any thing 
I could have.faid. 

** I am mending again, my fweet Mifs 
Riverfdale, in fpite of my prayers and wifties," 
faid (he, as foon as (he had a little recovered 
from the flurry," which my precipitation had, 
perhaps, occafioned. 

" O, my deareft Madam! what words 
tjxn I find, to do juftice to ftie fincerity, with 
which I pray, th^t I may never reap the be- 
nefit of your generous intentions towards me 
—-long may you be preferved !" 

" Hu(h ! hu(h !" interrupted (lie, laying 

f 

her hand upon my mouth, " this fubjeft will 
not do for either of us. I am perfedily aware, 
that yourfentimentsareevery thing which they 
ought to be, or I could not have wifhed to 
promote your union with Malcolm ; .therefore 
all that 1/^our heart can feel, mine thoroughly 
underftands — and there let that reft."— 

" But there is fpmethijig,'' continued (he, 
•* I would fain fay before we part, which my 
concern for your, happinefs prompts — and I 
am anxious that we may not be interrupted." 
• — (he papfed a nq^oment^ ^* The fubjeft is 
particularly delicate for a rival tq touch 
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upon,'* refumed (he j ^\ but I truft yCu can 
have no doubt of my motives." 

" Allow me, deareft Madam, to inter- 
rupt you in my turn. Can it be poflible, that 
any thing you may have to fay to me (hould 
require either preface or explanation ? Are 
you not every way entitled, to fpeak your 
opinion, and prefcribe what you pleafe ? You 
have done me the honour to thirtk, that my' 
heart was qualified to hold intercourfe with, 
your's — do not fo foon let me down from the 
height you have raifed me to; but think 
aloud to me, without the fmalleft. fear^f mif* 
conftruftion on my part — ^what is it, .which,^ 
"for my happinefs, you would. wilh correfted 

m me ? 

" Correfted in you! — nothii^^ indeed^ 

my love !' you quite mifunderftand iiiic. It is a . 

fault in Colonel Malcolm, which I could wiftu 

correfted ; but as it is too late to expe^ that 

from him, I deem it incumbent upoa.me^. 

in confideration of. the friend (hip I profcfs 

to have, conceived for jwm, to ppint it out to 

your obfervationj, and put ypu upon your ^ 

guard againft, its confequences.'* 

I looked furprifed ; but di<J>not-fpcafc, 

She went on^-*^^^ Makolq^,U:i»X>a2^^ ^V 
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a very jealous difpofition ; I faw ftrong 
inftances of it at the " period of our firft 
acquaintance, when he was attached to a 
-woman, who had devoted herfelf to difgrace 
for his (ake. It occafioned many violent 
fcenes at Nice, and much converfation and 
commiferation for the poor woman. I was 
fully fenfible of the height, to which he carried 
this fault ; yet it would not guard my heart 
againft the effeft of his many virtues. But . 
when I refleft upon the difference between 
your age and his, I cannot help fearing this 
may be a fource of more difqijietude, than I 
can bear to think it likely there fhould fubfift 
between you. I have attended very parti- 
cularly to you upon this head, and your very, 
uncommon folidity and good fenfe give me 
every reafon to hope, you will conform to any 
facrifices his afFeftion may exaft ; at the fame 
time, I think, you ought to be aware of what 
you are going to encounter, and prepare 
yourfelf, by degrees, for the kind of feclufion, 
in which he will, perhaps, expeft you to live. 
If you love Malcolm, as I have done, you 
will think little of what you may give up for 
his fake ; and certain I am, that whatever 
you make up your mind to> ^ou m\!^\it ^^zd^ 
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in: but as I fee he is ftill extremely guarded 
in not betraying any figns of this difpofitioa 
to you, I thought it material to the future 
happinefs of you both, that you Qiould be 
. apprifed of it, before it is too late. And now 
fay, whether this is not a very hazardous tafk- 
for a rival to have undertaken ?— and whether 
I could give you a ftronger proof either of my . 
confidence in your opinion .of me, or my 
efteem for you ?" 

" It is, indeed, a moft flattering teftimony 
of both, and I truft I (hall have oppartu* 
nities of fliowing, that they are not thrown 
away upon an ingrate. I certaialy have had 
very little reafon, thus far> to fufpedt Colonel 
Malcolm of carrying this difpofition to any 
height ; though I will not deny, that many 
little circumllances^ even at this moment, 
occur to me, which may be attributed to a 
degree of jealoufy. lam very fure, however, 
that I have fuch perfedt efteem arid regard for 
Colonel Malcolm, and fo ftrong a fenfe of 
my obligations to him, that I (hall think 
nothing a facrifice, which I (hall find condu- 
cive to his happinefs; and, as I (hall never 
have any thing in my heart to conceal from • 

K3 
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him, it cannot be very difficult,^ to let the 
opennefs of my conduft prove it.'* 

" This is exaAly "what I expefted from 
you," replied (he, " and you make me feel 
perfeftly happy ir^ what I have done.'* 

The remainder of our . converfation was 
full of the mod confidential regard on both 
fides, with the addition on mine of the warmeft 
gratitude, and higheft veneration. 

She has been feverely pulled down by this 
Uft attack ; but is, I think, recovering again 
&ft ; and heaven is my witnefs, how ardently 
'1 wifti for the prefervation of her valuable life. 

This account of Malcolm's jealoufy would 

have -alarmed me more, my dear brother, 

were it not for a refleftion, that inftantly fug- 

<gefteditfelf,. but which I forebore to utter — 

what hold coiild the unfortunate woman, 

who had deviated from her principles, and 

Sacrificed her reputation to him, have upon 

his cfteem ? That alone can fecure againft 

jealoufy. She had violated her duty for his 

fake — what was to enfure him againfl: a repe- 

'tition of her infidelity, in cafe her afFeftions 

again changed in favour of another? What 

'reafonable grounds of confidence had he to go 
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upon? This feems ta me a. v^ry fufiiGient 
excufe for his jeal6us fears. 

I could not, with any degree of delicacy, 
have pleaded this to Lady Mary, as it migh^ 
have borne the appearance of accufing lier of 
an intention (the fartheft frOm niy thoughts) 
of wiftiing to make the worft of him to me. 



iSth. — I repeated to my 'mother all- that 
had.pafled ia my vifit — (he heartily wilhckl 
and hoped Lady Mary might live — (he agreed 
perfeftly in niy feafoning in regard to Mai- 
c6Im**s former jealoufy r'but, independently 6f 
that, " it is not,*' (lie fejs, " an eftabli{h- 
ment (he "can-look forward to wkh'iatisfaStioa 
for me, on many accounts -."at the faiiie -tiihe 
ihe acknowledges, that, if Lady Mary^lhbuld 
die, the ftep (he has taken binds me 4n 
honour to fulfil the purpofe, for which (he in- , 
tended it. 

There feems to be a great (hynefs in Mr. 
Melvile to Colonel Malcolm, and to us all;-— 
A warm-hearted, afFeftionate brother, - he cia 
neither forgive the authors of his finery's fuf- ' 
ferings, nor enter into the motives of de- 
licacy, upon which they aft* 

X 4 ' 
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19/A — I have juft had a very extraordinary 
interview with Mr. Melvile. 

My mother was gone out airing with Mrs. 
Freeman ; he fent in his name to me, and 
particularly requefted the favour to fee me. 

I admitted him — he had brought me the 
Indian mufic he had talked of. L thanked 
him, and, feeing him rather at a lofswhat to 
Iky, I congratulated him upon Lady Mary*s 
amendment, and hoped, that the change of 
air might reftore her to all our wifhes. 

** I {hud nae think, Mefs, your wilhes 
woiild be varry finccre upon that hdad," 
replied he, rather bluntly. 

" Indeed, fir, you would do me the greatefk 
^ irijuftice, to doubt them." 

" Varry like, Mefs, ye may be made 
o' other clay than maift folk, and I varily 
believe, in fome refpecks ye are; I ha* 
travelled and feen a gude deal; and by my 
troth I hanna found mony inftances o' 
people's wifhes and their intcrcfts being at 
variance — they mak muckle dinn wi' their 
defeentereftednefe ; but whan it comes to 
the proof, maift o' em gang the fame gait.*' 

" I will not fuppofe, Mr. Melvile, that 
you came hither with an attention to afFronJ 
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me; and therefore I (hall only fay, that 
I niuft fubmit to the mortification of youi 
clajSing me with that world, you feem to have 
conceived fo indifferent an opinion of, until 
opportunity is given me to (how, that I am 
not wholly actuated by interefted motives." 

And I felt myfelf look grave and hurt. 

" Weel» Mefs, gin ye are nae, ye need 
nae wifli a better opportunity nor the prelent> 
to prove it to convention." 

" In what manner, fir ?'* 

• " Juft ufc yer poower over Colonel Mal-''^ 
colm to marry my. fifter and fave her life> 
i' the place o* keeping him to yerfel, and 
. letting her dee, to leave ye her fortin, ^nd 
fecure ye a hufband." 

" Good God !" exclaimed I, fhock'd at 
this laft infinuation — but, certain that I had 
no means of making him fenfible of its inde- 
licacy, I contented myfelf with faying drily, 
** Had I the power of perfuafion over Colonel 
Malcolm, which you, Sir, fuppofe, I Ihould aot 
have awaited this admonition, to have urged 
him to renounce his unfortunate partiality 
for me, and devote his life to the endeavour 
of making Lady Mary amends for all, that 
(he has fuffered for his fake." 

K 5 
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•* Hoow*s this, Mefs !— do ye caw it an 
' linfortttndte partiality? and ha* I been mif- 
'taken aw this while ? and dinna ye loove 
Malcolm after aw ? — troth ! this gi"s a varfy 
different afpeck to thebufs*nefs : but hoow am 
I to believe ye dinna loove Mdcolm, Whan I 
ken* right weel, that ye ha refufed a rich bonny 
young nobleman e*ep noow for his fake ?" 

Is it not wonderful, Henry, how inftarttly 
tvery thing is known here ? 

" I know Ho authority any one can have, 
Mr. Melvile, either to affert the circumftancc, 
or affix the motive.** 

** Nay, gin ye denie that eircumftance, 
Mefs, ye invalidate aw the reft o' yer tefti- 
mony ; for his Lordfhip tellt it himfel to 
'Mrs. Freeman^ 

I was vested almoft to tears^ " Mr. Mel- 
vile, give me leave to fay, I have not been 
much accuftomed, to being talk'd to and 
doubted in this manner ; nor do I feel quite 
obliged to bear with it. However, I am wil- 
ling to keep in mind, that I am fpeaking to 
Lady Mary Melvile's brother, and as fuch I 
muft alfo feela wifh to ftand juftified in your 
opinion. If Lord Grantin has himfelf chofen 
to divuige, what 1 IhouVd Yi^;^c toj^^fed Uis 
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/Vaiiity might have prompted him 'to wifh to 
conceal, and what in common delicacy it 
certainly did not become me to aufliorife the 
report of, I have no more to fay upon the 
fubjed: but this, that, had Colonel Malcolttt 
not exifted, I Ihould have afted exaAly by , 
Lord Grantin as I have done. I value, I 
cfteem — I refpedl Colonel Malcolm — but \ 
hope I have that in my heart,, which will ever 
fubdueall fel^rti confiderations, a ftrong pre- 
dileftion for. what I judge to be right, and ^ 
confcious ptide in afting up to it/^' 

I fpoke, I believe, with vehemence and^ 
animation. He feemed overpowered and 
confounded- 

**^ I beg ten thoofand pardons, M^fi, gim 
I ha* offended ye — 'twas nae my intention ^ 
and gude, troth I canna fee ony occafion 'for*t.. 
I juft wanted to invaftigate the circumftancer 
to the bottom ;. and I fuppofed ye adled 
exactly aws majft others wad ha' done, and did 
nae imagine that cud be ony great offence ;. 
but, by my faith, ye feem fae fuperior to the* 
reft b' yer fex, ye lee m fae honeftr*yer pro- 
feffions, and fae free frae loove- tuU Malcolm,, 
that a thought comes e*e'n noow Into m^ 
heed, whuch Ithchk wad y etbnrv^ ^^ xJovmj^ 
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right; aad I canna refift macking ye the 
propofition." 

I fat io filent expeftation, little imagining 
what was coming, but perfedtly fatisfied it 
ftood but a fmall chance o£ anfwering any 
purpofe. 

He hefitated — but at length, finding mc 
continue filent, went on — " Sith ye are really 
finccre in wulhing my fifter*s recovery, and 
lith ye dinna loove Malcolm, and that yc 
alloow it is his expectation of marrying yc, 
that gars him refule marry her — ^what I hae to 
propofe wad juft be, for ye to marry yerfel, and 
fae put a natural flop to the thing at aince." 

** And do you really, my good fir," fmil- 
ing, " think, that, after what has pafTed be- 
tween Lord Grantin and mc, I could re* 
traft, and" 

" Lord Grantin !'* interrupted he with 
furprife, " Hoot Mefs, I was nae thinking 
o' Lord Grantin; awa' ! I jufl meent to mack 
ye an offer o' myfel/' — 

The furprife, as you may believe, was now 
on my fide — I was confounded-^" Yourfelf, 
fir !*' Ire| eated. — 

" Aye, Mefs, jufl myfel — I dinna marvel, 
that yQ ihould be furprifed ^l to^ coming to 
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fic a fudden detarmination upo' fae parllous a 
fubjeck : but i' the firft place, I wad nae he- 
fitate at ony thing, that cud bring aboot my 
peiir fifter*s recovery ; and in the naxt, Jt's 
nae fae fudden aws ye may fuppofe ; for gin 
I had oae been deterred by the idea, that ye 
loov'd Malcolm, and were aw the caufe o* my 
fifter^s unhappinefs, I wad varry feun ha been 
tempted, to mack the offer ye ha drawn frae 
me e'en noow : for there's fomething unka at- 
traking aboot ye — and aws to money matters, 
ye need nae hae the fmawefl: confarn aboot 
•them; for I ha' gotten plenty; and gin my 
fifter and Malcolm fhud dee. without bairns, 
her fortin muft naturally revert to fome o* 



our younger ams. 

" For heaven's fake, Mr. Melvile !'* 
interrupting him, and extremely provoked 
at the manner, in which he was running on, 
" I entreat you,, give me leave to fpeak my 
fentiments in return for this very unexpefted 
propofal, which I certainly muft thank you 
for, as you mean me an honour by it." 

" Hoot awa, Mefs ! hoot awa!" inter- 
rupted he eagerly, " it is ye wud be an honour 
to ony fituation : for as to the objedion of yer 
no being nobly born, I think n2i\\SMJ\^ cJ\.^ 
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Ye come o* a varry gude gentleman's fam 
and I have blud en ugh for baith ; and j 
my kinsfolk mack any deeficulty, my fii 
will fatisfee th?m o* the propriety o* the a 
neftion; and ye' 11 be varry weel recen 
among em aw, tack ye my word for't/* 

" I beg leave to explain myfelf withe 
interruption, Mr. Melvile — this is rea 
ext^mely diftreffing." 

" What for fliud it diftrefs ye, my fwi 
laffie?" again interrupted he. " Gee i 
yer hand upon't aws a thing agreed, and 
wunna put ye to the blu(h o' tailing me.c 
tiling mair at prefent : but juft leave' it 
me, to tall my fiftcr and Lady Riverfdale 
aboot it; and aws for -Malcolm, we'll aw 
♦our heeds together, and xonfult hoow 
•break it tull him in the baft manner." 

" You perfeftly mifunderftand me, F 
Melvile, and will not give me time'' 

At this inftant the door opened,^ and 
came my mother, with Mrs. Freeman j 
Colonel Malcolm; upon which Mr. Melv 
fnatching up his hat, whifpered me as 
•ran paft, " There's nae time like the prefei 
I'll no lofe a moment, to -inform my fi] 
o* the happy news."; 



• " For heaven's fake, Mr. Melvjile, ftop 
m inftant,"' following him* But he was 
gone without hearir^ a word I faid : and a 
ape imbroglioy as . Lord Grantin would fay^ 
Brill he make of it. Was ever any^ thing, 
more provokinglydiftrefling? And my mother 
too has kept Mrs* Freeman, and Colonel 
Malcolm for the day, fo that I cannot get to 
^peaktoher* 

We are going to the play, however^ after 
dinner, and that will keep off any farther 
difficulty, till I have an opportunity, at our 
return, of reporting thfs curious converfa- 
tion to my mother, and requefting her inter- 
fcrence> to put an end to the matter at once.. 



2,0th. — Such a piece of buGnefs as this tor% 
menting man has brought upon me f 

Colonel Ntalcolm left lis as we-rofe from 
table, and faid he would joinus at the play. 

We were fcarcely well feated there, \)vhen 
the box^door opened, and in came Mr. Mel- 
vile. He immediately took his feat next to 
me, and, with the utmoft ctompofure, began 
an enumeration and defcription of all my 
future Sqotch relations* 

I was; diftant and embaita&tdv ^»s\d ^»^^ 
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two or three attempts to break into his dif-j 
courfe by inquiries after Lady Mary. 

" She had na been quite fo well,'* he faid, 
" foruppn communicating his detarminatioi 
fhe had juft fallen intu aine o' her tantarui 
aboot delicacy and lie like, which he could^ 
nae fae weel underfland, and fo he could me 
tell what to fay tuU 't -, for the mair he tried 
to paicify her, the war fhe was ; but he had' I 
left Malcolni wi her noow, and he hoped j 
that would recover her.'* 

Judge, my dear brother, of what I had 
to expedl from this conclufion ; and it was 
impoffible, to enter into any explanation 
there. — I fat in the greateft uneafinefs. 

At length the Colonel made his appear- 
ance, with looks far different, indeed, from 
any I had feen before, I offered him a place 
on the other fide of me ; but he kept in the 
back of the box, filent — fuUen — feeming 
neither to fee, nor hear any thing, that was 
going forward -, but his eyes immoveably 
fixt upon Mr. Melvile and me. 

Colonel Malcolm's entrance, however, put 
a flop to Mr. Melvile's converfation :, as he 
had not yet determined upon the. proper 
method of breaking tU^ atCak to hiia^ he was 
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not willing to alarm him ; it was very evi- 
dent Lady Mary had faved him the trou- 
ble. 

Lord Grantin. popped hrs head into the 
box — ". Can you give me a place ?*' 
. " Yes," faid Mrs. Freeman. 

And in he came, pufhing himfelf into 
the feat I had offered to Colonel Malcolm. 

Then turning to me — ** We need not 
quarreU I fuppofe, bella nemica mia *, be- 
caufe we could not agree ?'* 
By no means, my Lord." 
No refledlion upon mc, you know, Mifs 
Rivcrfdale, that you Ihould prefer fifty to 
twenty-three,*' whifpering. ' 

** None in the world, certainly" — fcarcc 
knowing what I faid. 

" Devililh odd tho', by the by— isn't 
it ?" 

« Very.'* 

" Brew qffai^ in veritci -f . '* 

** I beg your Lord (hip's pardon ; I was 
attending to the play." 

This laft une^peded addition t6 the com- 
pany feemed to get the better of Colonel 

♦ My fair enemy. f Very lacotdci vtA^^^% 
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Malcolm altogcther-^he flood' up, and lean- 
Tng forward, addrefled himfelf to me with 
great formality — " Lady Mary Melvile has 
commiflioncil me, Mifs Riverfdale, to talk/^ 
over a little matter of bufinefs ^ith you, 
to which I am to carry her an anfwer : can 
I have the honour of a minute's audience ■ 
after the play?" \ ^ 

Before I could utter the word " affuredly," 
my mother, turning quick round, interpofcd j 
with, " Had not yoy better give us the i 
pleafure of your company to breakfeft to- 
morrow mdrning, Colonel? We (hall hope 
to prevail upon fome of this company, not ta 
let us return home alone after the play ; arid 
the morning is the beft time, you know, for 
bufinefs : not that I mean to preclude your 
being of the party this evening, if you in- 
cline to do us that favour.*' 

" I fhould be extremely forry, Madam, 
to indulge my own inclinations fo much at 
the expcnfe of other people," looking at me, 
" as I feel I fliculd do in this cafe : I (hall 
therefore beg leave to wifli your Ladyfhip 
and Mifs Riverfda^le a good night." 

And, fo faying, he left the box, without 
giving me time to put vu a word : and in- 
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ed I was fo confounded by the whole 
inia^ion, that I (hould have done little 
od, by any thing that could have occurred 
me to fay. 

My mother look'd at me in aftoni(hment, 
yhifpercd her, ." I could wifh that nobody 
mt home with us — I have fomething par- 
:ular to fay to you/' 
S&e nodded aflent. 

Lord Grantin again whifpered me with an 
r of triumph, " farrebbe forfe gelofo f 
^l poverino ! lo compatlfco con tutto il 
»r^*ibut, upon my foul, if -you are tempted 
give him caufe, Mifs Riverfdale, Til not 
tter him to bully you out of your inclina- 
)ns, e di quelfpado il lampo -f ," — laying his , 
.nd upon his fword, and looking fierce. * 
" For pity's fake, my Lord ! don*t draw 
e eyes of the houfe into our box ; I muft 
itreat that our converfation may keep cleai: 

this fubje6t, or t (hall be under the 
Linful neceffity of denying myfelf the honour 

acknowledging your Lordfliip's acquaint- 
ice." 

•^ Is he jealous, perchance ? poor man I I pity hiia 

ith all my heart. 

f .And the flittering of this fword .—Quolti-iioixi 



fall anfwer, J*ll no fuffer ony ain.** — 
" Mr. Melvile, pray, be compc 
interrupting him " there is not the : 
neceffity for any interference — I beg 
gentlemen, to fuffer nie to attend 
play." 

*^ Gad ! this is con fpirito^y* fai( 
Grantin, laughing; " per Pamo?* 
Mifs Riverfdale, have you enlifted 
veterans of Geneva in your fervice ? 
hope they'll not deny me the happ 
hearing a fong how and then -, and, 
reft, mijido ai numi\y 

No anfwer was made ; and the pi 
after ending, my mother looked at her 
and faid, ** It had lafted longer than 
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was to decline all thoughts of fupper ;." and 
vifed Lady Riverfdale to gd to bed as foon " 
(he got home. 

I, at length, got the fo much wifhed for 
^portunity of imparting to my mother the 
lexpeited refult of Mr. Mel v He's morning 
fit, and requefted fhe would undertake to 
qplain^ and put anend to this difagreeablc 
ofinefs for me. 

I thought (he feem^d doubtful for a mi- 
3te, whether the fuperiority of Mr. Mel- 
Ilc*s fortune, joined to the chance of bring- 
ig about Colonel Malcolm's marriage with 
iady Mary, might not entitle the affair to 
Ither more confideration, than I feem'd wil- 
ag to give it ; but upon my fuggefting what 
le fullen behaviour of Colonel Malcolm 
«med to portend^ and the very difagreeablc 
onfequences, that might be apprehended be- 
wecn him and Mr. Melvile, if fome decided 
jep were not immediately taken, (he agreed 
:> what I wiQied. 



2 i/.-^Colonel Malcolm came this morn- 
ng-^ftiff, ftately, cold, — He fcarcely fpoke 
I\iring brcakfaft. 
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My mother left us, to write her letter to 
Mr. Melvile. 

" I am ftill fo petrified,'* began the Colonel, 
as (he went out of the room, " with the news 
I yefterday heard, Mifs Riverfdale, that 1 ' 
fcarce know how' to fpeak." 

" I can be at no lofs for your meanings" 
interrupting him, " and am impatient to 
undeceive you. Mr. Melvile's own abfurdity 
has occafioned the whole miftake." |l 

" Miftake ! — it is an extraordinary miftake 
indeed 1 Melvile feemed to have very clearly, 
ftated your own woiyds to his fifter.-rHe 
fhould never have thought of pfopofing him- 
felf, he told her, had you not begun by 
afluring him, that you wifhed my marriage 
with her as much as he could do ; and de- 
clared, that you efteemed me, but had not a 
fpark of love for me,*' 

" Hold, Colonel Malcolm ! I cannot let 
you go on — have the patience only to hear 
an accurate account of what paffed, and you 
will be av/are liow flight a deviation from the 
expreffion is fufficient, to give a different turn 
to the fcnfe.'* 

He gravely affcntcd by his filencci but 
Jooked incredulous. . 
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I fairly repeated to him every word — he 
bftened as I went on ; but ftill uncafinefs 
urked in his mind. " And how long, 
l,ouifa, will you let this miftake fubfift ?" 

" My mother is this very inftant clearing 
t up; (lie is writing an explanation to Mr. 
lyielvile, at my defire.^' 

** O Louifa, Louifa ! can you forgive me 
for having doubted you?" and he dropped * 
u})on his knee. • 

** I do forgive you from my heart, becaufe . 
you ha.ve not yet known me long enough, to 
confide in my lincerity, and that you tell me 
you have not always had re^fon \o think 
favourably of my fex -, but I (hall hope, to. 
make a convert of you in time, and con- 
vince you, that there are women, who may be 
trufted ; and in the mean while I (hould 
think, that fuch an example as Lady Mary/a,^ 
might induce you, a little to diftruft the ex-, 
p^rience you have bad, and at leaft lead you 
to doubt, whether you may not by chance 
liave been thrown into the way of thofe only, , 
who were not exaftly the models to form a 
wife or a daughter upon." I had attempted 
to raife him in faying this, but he wpuld' 
not rif^. 
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** No, Louifa ! let me remain in this Inim- 
ble pqfture as an atonement for my offence, 
of which you do not yet know the whole 
extent ; but I will now Gonfefs it all — this 
fribbling Lord alarms me — -I am uninformed 
of what has puffed in regard to him. It is 
dear he forn^s pretenfions — I had underftood 
they were rejeded; but I laft night again 
obferved un eafy forward confidence in his 
manner to you, which greatly difturbed 



me. 



t" Colonel Malcolm, you can never ot)Hge 
n\e more, than by fairly telling me your caufes 
for anxiety. I am perfeftly certain I (hall 
ever have it in my power, with the utmoft 
fincerity, to remove them ; and when you 
have had a few more opportunities of dif- 
oovering, how entirely incapable I am of de- 
viating from reftitude, either in word or 
deed, I (hall expedt in return, to be treated 
with that confidence, . which I feel myfelf 
entitled to, and that you will not let every 
idle appearance raife doubts and fears in your 
brealL" Then infifting upon his rifing, I 
told^him all that had paffed in regard to Lord 
Grant in. 

He kifled both my hands repeatedly. 
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with great emotion, I believe to conceal his 
confcioufncfs of the injuftice he had done me. 
" Louijfa 1 Louifa ! you ever rife fuperior to 
all doubt — lamafliamcd of myfelf; but love 
{vtch as mine cannot be diverted of anxiety. 
Can I deceive myfelf in the inequality of our 
ages ?~ can I be blind to the advantages of 
youth, rank, fortune, which fome that now 
furround you, and many that may come> 
have over me ? and muft I not ever tremble 
at what may happen ? My profpeAs uncer- 
tain — Lady Riverfdale againft me — my whole 
exiftence wrapped up in you--^-oh ! how can 
I hope to. know a moment's peace ?" 
ril tell you how, irefy upon me," 
Rely upon you, Louifa ! you are my 
fde reliance for every earthly hapf«nefs — 
but I have thus far only judged of your pre- 
ference from your aflenting fmiles to my 
repeated proteftations — by jfour kind looks— 
your flattering attentions. You have never 
yet deigiaed to utter your fentiments, to tell 
me, that I am not indifferent to you. Might 
I but once be affurcd df my hold upon your 
affeftions, all dqubts would bQ difpellcd for 






ever." 



VOL. I. 
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** Why then. Colonel Malcolm, I folemnly 
affure you, that you are the man I prefer to 
all others, and that I will be your*s the 
inftant you are in a fituation to claim me ; 
and it (hall be the &udy of my life, to make 
you happy." 

He cav^ht me in his arms — " Angelic 
Louifal now-r^now indeed, all doubts are at 
an end, and I. am the happieft of men.'* 
, JHe made a thoufand proteftations of the 
-moft implicit confidence : and I do flattei 
myfelf, my dcareft brother, that I' have 
taken the only method of reftoring peaoe 
to his rnind^ axid guarding myfelf againft 
all future fufpicions on his part ; and this 
motive will, 1 tmft, acquit me of precipi- 
tation and imprudence, in thus entering into 
an engagement, unfanAioned by my, mother, 
and which indeed I was, in a great meafure, 
hurried into, by the agitation of the mo- 
ment. From what Ihe faid in fpeaking of 
Lord Grantin, I have the abfolute certainty, 
that (he will eafily accede to what (he finds 
my happinefs built upon ; and I think it is 
quite impoflible, but that a fair, honeft, open. 
conduct muft fet jealoufy at defiance. I. do-^ 
not harbour the fliadow of a doubt, . that I 
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fiiall ever again fuffcr uneafincfe upon that 
head. 
. I afkcd him whether it could be, that 
Lady Mary had judged of me as he had 
dohe^ 

^* No,*' colouring, ** I muft do her the 
jufticc to fay, that ftie feemed perfeftly con- 
vinced her brother was in fome error ; but 
how it had come about, (he could not well 
unravel — (he was much agitated by what' had 
paired between them upon the fubjeft beforfe 
I came, and had been exceffively (hocked at 
the indelicacy of his propofal, and had been 
endeavouring to convince him, flie told me, 
of its extreme impropriety; particularly as 
bearing the appearance of her having, per- 
haps, concurred in offering fuch an unac- 
countable alternative : but Melvile perfifted 
fo obftinately in aflferting your acceptance of - 
him, and your gratitude for the honour he 
intended you, repeating, as ne declared, your 
own words, that (he could no longer tell whit 
to fay to him; when my entrance put a 
period to the difcufBon. The inftant he 
left us, (he imparted it to me, in the wifh 
and expedation, that I could clear up the 
myfteiry J :ah^ it 'was for tht pitigofe ol 0^- 

L 2 
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taining the folutiori from yourfelf, that I 
hurried after you to the play, where I found 
it fo impoffible, to obtain a word from you in 

any way.'* 

I did riot, my dear brother, allude to his 
own refentful, diftant manner, which had 
occafioned the impoffibility; becaufe I would 
not fufFer myfelf, to utter any thing like a 
reproach, being perfedtly fatisfied, that I had 
at laft taken the ftep, which would enfure his 
peace, and that nothing of the kind could 
happen again. 

I requefted of him, to go immediately, and 
explain to Lady Mary the true flate of the 
cafe ; as it was too delicate a fubjedl for me 
to enter upon with her, on any account. 

My mother returned with her letter for 
me to read ; it was exadly what I wilhed, 
and it is fent. 

Colonel Malcolm foon followed it ; and 
the inftant we were left, I informed my mo- 
ther, without difguife, of what had paffed. 

She lamented the engagement I had fo pre- 
cipitately made, and indeed feemed much 
hurt at it s agreeing, however, at the fame 
time, that it was the mod probable means 
jd£ b^i(hin^ all jealoufy ^^d Cufpicion from 
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Colonel Malcolm's breafl: : but ardently did fhe 
"• wiQijit could have been done at a lefs expenfe, 
than that of tying myfelf down to fo ob- 
jeftionable a match. 

I faid, as I had no doubts in my own mind, 
but felt perfeftly^ clear, that I flood every 
way bound to Colonel Malcolm, I could fe'e 
no room for hefitation in giving him the fa- 
tisfadlion of knowing it ; particularly after 
what Lady Mary had told me ; I muft other- 
wife have been kept, as well as himfelf, ia 
conftant mifery by his fears and anxieties. 

** In (hort, there is no help for it now," 
concluded my mother, " and I will endeavour 
to think, that you have judged right ^; but 
I muft regret your having bound yourfelf." 

No letters yet, my deareft brother ! what 
may it mean ? 



zid. — I find Madame d'Urtife returned 
from Laufanne yefterday, but fhe has not 
yet either come or fent to me, fo that 1 hope 
her diflrefTes have fubfided without my in- 
tervention. 

Little Javotte has recovered fo quickly, 
and fo well, and had fo flight an eruption, that 

^3 
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my mother thinks I may venture ro carry her 
home in two or three days, without any 
danger to the reft of the family. Old Simon 
came feveral times at firft to inquire after 
hpr, bnt has not been lately* 
. The following curious anfwer is juft come 
from Mr, Melvile. 

Geneva J zid June. 
•^ Madamj 
>* I acknowledge the favours of your 
;V Lady (hip's letter, but I cannot fay it was 
juft what Mifs Riverfdale had given me 
reafon to expeft ; however, I have lived too 
" long in^ the world, to be much furprifcd 
when ladies change their mind, or indeed 
to expeft confiftency from them ; and had 
it not been for the fake of my poor fifter, 
" the idea of matrimony would never have 
entered my head. 

I have the honour to be, 

your LadyQiip's moft obedient 
humble.fervant, 






it 

t€ 






** GEORGE MELVILE.'* 



<c 



The Lady Riverfdale '' 



An opportunity offers, to difpatch this 
(much too voluminous packet for the com- 
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» 

mon pdft) 'I clofe it at a moment*s warn- 
ing. 

Ever your own LoirisA. 

\ 

HEKRY TO LOUISA. 

Londonj June 178 — . * 
Should my letter from Dover not have 
reached my Louifa, which, from the un- 
<. certain hanciff I left it in, feems doubtful, you 
will be furprifedat my date; and may have 
been kept in uneafinefs, of whith it would 
grieve my foul to have been tb<^ caufe. The 

G- 's being unexpeftedly ordered to fail 

^ with the fummer fleet, inftead ^i awaiting 

cthat of the jfext feaimi) as he h^ hoped, 

* made it neceffary for me to leave Paris at a 

. moment's warning, in cafe lie ihould have ^ 

chofen to take me with him.r-It fuils him 

better, however, tpJcave me to follow by 

the autumn (hips ; as' this will jgive me lltAe 

to tranfad fome bufinefs for him> which his 

hurried departure obliges him to leave unfi- 

nilhed. My conftant 'attendance ttpon hiin 

has, obliged me, contrary to my wilhes and 

feeling's,, to truft to that hafty Icrawl for 

explaining my filence to my beloved mothei 

and fillen r 

1-4 
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I am not j^et indeed at perfeft Idfure to 
write; but the receipt of your packet, frooi 
the 7 th to the i8th of May, forwarded to me 
by Monfieur P — *s kind attention to my ear- 
ned requeft>with all the fpeed the winds have 
admitted of, but yet late^ T fear, for the pur* 
pofe of my Ie'tter> inftantly puts the pen into 
my hand, that I may ftiU prevent, if poffiblc, 
my Louila's forming a connediion, which, 
according to my perceptions, blafts every 
profpeft of future happinels. 

The details you give me of Malcolm's 
attachment are perfectly charafteriflic on liis 
part; and, indeed, tell me no more, than I 
immediately forefaw — ^but you, my love, 
will be entangled in inextricable difficulties, 
from the very correftnefs of your judgment, 
and reftitude of your mind. No man is 
more deferving of efteem,-as a friend, than 
Malcolm ; bui no man more decidedly to be 
fhunned as a lover. — His connexions, as my 
mother truly told you, have all been formed 
with women little calculated to give him an 
opinion of the fex. Naturally imperious, 
violent, imprafticable,^ and from experience 
rendered fufpicious — he mufl make a wife 
/wi/erabie; and you caiv \\^.v^ tvQ means of 
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inveftigating this part of his charadter, till it 
>^ill be too late, to fave you rfelf from its un- 
happy efFed:s. 

He has taken the moft effedtual means, to 
make an imprefEon on your generous heart, 
by exciting your gratitude. He has raifed 
your opinion of your own attraftions too, 
which, imperceptibly to yourfelf, gives him 
a hold upon your afFeftion ; and he prejudices 
your underftanding in his favour by appealing 
to it : for too well do I perceive, that you 
are inclined to think the attachment mutual 
between you and him; but, believe me,'your 
inexperience deceives you, your heart is 
duped by your reafoa, and. you miftake the 
cold, compofed fentiments of gratitude, for 
the tender, refined, and glowing fenfations of 
love. A day muft come, that will convince 
you of the truth of this aiTertion ; for, truft 
raemy filler, you are not formed of fuch flinty 
materials as thofe, that can hold their even 
courfe through life, impenetrable to mifery, 
becaufe incapable of feelings — ^whofe only 
fenfe of pleafure is mere abfence of pain. 
My Louifa's gentle bofom, fo alive to the 
touch of others' joy or woe, can neve^ be . 
callous to its own — a heart fofotmfe^iw V«w* 

^ Si 
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dernefs will meet with a congenial heart h 
fome youthful fympathifing breaft — for, with- 
out aiming to be dogmatical, I am tempted 
to maintain, that love can neither exift nor be 
excited, where there is fuch a difparity of 
years — when human ^life and maimers are 
viewed through fuch different mediums. — At 
Malcolm's age, independently of all pecu- 
liarity of temper and difpofition, 

' *• No more opinion gilds with varying rays 
«• Thofc painted clouds> which beautify our days." 

' The enchanting reciprocity .of paffion is 
indiflblubly connefted with the pleafing in- 
genuoufnefs, thecharmjng, unfufpedling can- 
dour, the playful and delicate familiarity 
of youth. Even juvenile foibles fweetly 
blend with the gay delufions of fancy ; and 
the poet and the pliilofopher equally aflbciate 
youth with love. The auftere qualities, that 
call up awe, refpeft, veneration, are of the 
repulfive kind, and muft be baniihed from 
the breaft. — The folemn caw of ihe rook or 
raven may be liftened to with gloomy atten- 
tion in winter, from the venerable oak, or, 
time-worn fir, but can bear no comparifon 
1^'tb the icnfa^iofis ca\kd. w^ >crj l\v^ ^svU » 
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"mating notes of the thruflh, iffuing from tfie 
(centcd hawthorn, in the bloom and youth 
of the' year, every objeft around correfpond- 
ing with Nature; when (he 

,** Wantons as in her prime, and plays at will 
" Her virgin fancies." 

I (hall go mad, Louifa, with the very 
thought of your being condemned to ftagnate 
in apathy for the remainder of your days. — 
No ! the exquifite delights of fympathifing 
fenfibility muft be called forth by' fome 
diftinguiflied being, whofeageand fentiments 
will put him upon a level with you — whofe 
elegance of perfon and manners, and refined 
underftanding, would make him worthy of 
being entrufted with my fweet* fifter's happi- 
nefs : and (hould fuch a one appear after 
your dreary fate was irrevocably decided, 
think, — O think! what would become of 
you. Well do I know your principles would 
preferve you from mifconduft — but what 
could fave you from unhappinefs ? — And'a 
man of Malcolm's high notions of honour 
will be equally^ jealous of his wife*s mind, as 
of her perfon. Were matrimony a bar agairift 
the attacks of gallantry, I might alloNW ltw^\^ 

i;6 
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was little danger of your not being able to 
guard agaioft yourfelf — but,, of alliituations, 
that of a blooming young woman married to 
a jealous old man holds out- the greatefl: 
temptation to artful feducers. Anticipate but 
ten years, and fee Louifa twenty-feven ! — 
Malcolm verjging .upon threefcore ! recolleft 

how we have laughed at poor old Lord L 

hobbling about Madam de J *s affembly 

room„ leaning upon his handfome young, wife 
— ^an emblem of the baneful ivy deftroying 
the tender fappling that fupports it ! She, 
attrafting amorous glances from every quar- 
ter — he catching them, till the ftimulus 
of jealoufy imparted a malignant brilliancy 
to his languid flreaming eyes, operating like 
a thief in a candle, which melts the wax and 
increafes the blaze at the fame time- 
But I did not mean to run into this nont- 
fenfe^ my deareft girls I am ferioufly alarmed^ 
and wi(h ferioufly to remonftrate. For 
heaven's fake do not proceed another^ fl£p 
without my mother's participation ^ you well 
know her feverity is momentary, but her 
ienfe and her affedtion permanent. 

I am obliged to conclude without touching 
vpoa zny other parts o£ ^omi jo\i.tTva2R. \j^td 
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SrantiD ** ne vaut pas bhonneitr d'Stre 
lommL*^* He will notferve as a countcrpoifc 
:o Malcolm certainly. He " has feen each 
court," i>cc.^ 

Adieu, my more than fifter — my beft 
pved friend !— — 

LOUISA TO HENRT. 

Geneva y x^d June^ 178— » 
Surprifed indeed we were with your date, 
nay deareft friend — and wretched enough wc 
have been in your filenee; for, as you rightly 
conjefturedy your letter from Dover has 
never come to hand, and the unrelenting 
winds have, for thefe three weeks,, continued 
fteady to the point mpft contrary to the re^ 
lief of our anxiety. Bat it is not my A\fyo^ 
iition, to anticipate misfortune^ or te indulge 
fears ; and I have, befides, my mother's exr- 

* Is not worthy the honour of being even meo* 
tioned. 

•f The verfes alluded to are Pope*s t— 
- «' He faw each court — ^hcard every King declare 
*' His royal fenfe of op'ras and the fair, 
'• All claffic learning loft on daffic ground^ 
«* And laft turn'd air, the echo of a found, 
*' The coxcomb (hines now perfcftly vitWAyt^^^ 
/^ With nothing bat a folo uilus\it9A.^\ 
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ample, to enforce your precept on my mind'; 
«* That the denying ourfelves the expreffion 
.of apprehended evils frequently deadens the 
fenfe of them." We have not therefore tor- 
mented each other with vifionary apprehen- 
lions, and we have now the great fatis- 
faftion of being relieved from the anxiety, 
which Wanted no afliftance from imagination, 
to be ftrongly felt. 

But how, my dear brother, Ihall I be able, 
to remove the uneafinefs, which I have called 
up in your heart ? or indeed exprefs, as I 
feel it, the grief occafioned by your difappro- 
bation of a connexion, from which, you will 
ere this have learnt, it is no longer in my 
power to recede ? Accuftomed as I have ever 
been, to give your opinion the preference to 
my own, I feel a very new and uneafy fenfa- 
tion, in having adled contrary to It. There 
was fo muchofpleafantryinyourformer letter, 
that you muft have perceived, by my anfwer, 
I did not take it in the ftrong light of de- 
nouncing calamity from the event, as this 
does — and what is now left me, but to en- 
deavour to difpel the impendirXg gloopi, 
which tny Henry's afFeftionate concern fof 
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me feems to. have (pread over my future 
profpeds ? 

In the firft place, you rather exaggerate the 
difproportionof age — I canftot admit,that fifty- 
five is verging upon thr^^-fcore. In the next, 
I truft Colonel Malcolm'*s hear4: is as different- 
ly formed from Lord L — :'s, as mine is from 
his Lady's. You exert all your, weapons of ar- 
gument and ridicule againft my poor friend, 
and who can handle either more dexteroufly 
than yourfelf ? Yet I contend, they are not un^ 
anfwerable--7deem.me not prefumptuous in 
the attempt. You know, " the die is call -y* 
and I wifli, if poflible, to fatirfy you, that youi: 
fears for the confequences are groundlefs. 

The alluring colours, in which you paint 
juvenile paffion, would beautifully ornamcntr 
the page of a novel; but I cannot think then> 
adapted to the fober tenor of rational life. 
I hAve ever underftood, that real and lafting 
^appinefs can only take place as the paffions. 
(ubfide : then why call them forth at all ? 

' My ideas of love have originated, more with 
the poets ^ than the noveliftsj apd every 
where do I find it defctibed as a, tur-r 
|vki»t, alarming paflion, I think, ^enry, I 
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would not be what they call in fow-^no, not 
for any bribe this world could offer me. 
What could make amends for-the lleep- 
lefs nights, the anxious days, the (ighs, the 
tears, and all the long train of foul-rending 
diftrefles, that attend upon the gentle paffion; 
as they are pleafed to term it, when they 
have defcribed every ungentle fenfation, that 
can rack the bofom ? 

To go no farther than yourfelf, my beft 
friend, what have I -not feen you fuffer from 
the bare apprehehlion, that you were going to 
l^e in love ? for you know,, that you never would 
feonfefs, that you aftually were fo, . with Ma- 
dame de Sainval — no-— you were heroic and 
fled. — But ftilli Henry, your deep fetched 
fighs — your dejeded looks — your painful 
efforts, to take yourfelf aWay to vifit the lake 
of Lucern'y and the little eiyoyment you 
found in its beauties, which would otherwife 
fo much have delighted you — the melancholy 
ftrainof your letters, your pallid countenance at 
your return^ all evinced the ftruggles of your 
mind s and to this moment do you not (brink 
from whatever can recal your fufferings ? 

You liave frequently taxed me with being 
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an unfair reafoner, becaufe I always ended 
by making my arguments perfonal ; and you 
will recur to the fame plea, I imagine, now. 
But how can I help myfclf? What better 
grounds Tiave I to go upon, than comparing 
what I read, with what I fee ? and in fome 
inftances, though not, thanks to my ftars, -in 
this, with what I feel ? 

I have fomewhere read, *^ That the ex* 
perience of others is a mirror, which only 
refiects objefts ; but our own realifcs them.'* 
Now, heaven forbid, that I Ihould ev«r 
realife the mifchiefs of love by my own ex- 
perience — ^therefore I mull draw my con- 
clufions from youy and fome others, againft 
yourfelf, and boldly aflert, that fettled and 
folid happinefs (hould not be built upon fuch 
an unftable foundation/ 

But ejieem arifing from a thorough in- 
vetligation of a man*s heart and charafter— 
a high opinion of his underftanding, joined 
to a grateful affeftionate fenfe of obligation 
for being made the choice of his mind, and 
not of his eye — together with a competent 
preference of his perfon and manners— 
thefe are the grounds of the fort of attach- 
ment, that offers the faireft pTofi^& ol \air 
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tional enjoyment ; and which can alone fecwc 
folid, lading happinefs. 

And this is exaftly what I feel for Malcolm 
-—I will not fay, that to have ten or a dozca 
years ftruck off his age might not be defini- 
ble, becaufe that would afford us a better 
. chance of going through life together; the 
improbability of which is the only painful 
refledion, that ever arifes in my mind, from 
the difparity of our years : but fomething to 
except againft, ypu know^ there muft be 
in every profpcft. 

The defcription you give of tte man^ jm 
could widi me to fix upon, b perfoftly unex- 
ceptionable ; but where is he? If you aic 
right in afferting, that my heait is deftined to 
be differently affefted from what it now is, 
are you fure, that, formed of fuch combufti- 
ble materials as you choofe to prefuppofe it, 
it would be likely to (lay for the very man 
you have fketched out ? Does the fort of love 
you defcribe generally originate in reafon ? I 
(hould think not j but rather apprehend it to 
be of that ungovernable, headlong nature, 
which furrenders the heart, before the judg- 
ment is even apprifed of its danger ; and there- 
fore, if my mind were Co alaravrng^ly fufceptible 
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of ^he ttnder paffion, I (hould be in greater 
.hazard of my heart's duping my reafon at 
fame future period, than of my reafon's now 
duping my heart, as you apprehend; and I 
.think, that would be the worft fcrape of the 
two, 

I am now reafoning upon your own 
premifeSy my dear brother, to which I, how- 
'^er, by no means fubfcribe ; and, with your 
leave, I wiU here (late my opinion of myfelf, 
in contradillindlion to yours of me. 

I acknowledge, (and I fliould think the 

.jworfe of myfelf if I had it not to fay) that I 

• ^o feel deeply and acutely upon many occa* 

fipns— no one, perhaps, can carry the fenti- 

TjQeiits and feelings of friend(hip to a greater 

height, than I do: but of love dX^firfi fight 

1 have no opinion at all, and I am even 

tempted, to, deny its exiftence in real life. 

Now if you will agree with me fo far, I will 

•go on to fay, that, if there is no danger of it 

at firft fight, there can be little fear of it at 

,all, in a well regulated female mind ; beckufe 

the inftant a woman becomes aware of its 

iapproaches, what can be lb eafy, as to call in 

the afliftance of reafon, honour, principle ?-^ 
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and if aU thefe cannot defend the heart againft 
the undefirabie intruder, they are givcaus 
to a poor purpofe indeed ! 

RecoUeA what your favourite Montaignei 
whom you ufed to take fo much delight in 
reading to me, fays upon the fubjecft of love.; 
and friendftiip : " Ces deux fentimens fiat 
hieii entris chez mot eti connoijjance Ftm 
de V autre ; mais en eomparaifon jamais*!^ 
and very cavalierly he treats your boafled 
love. Now, whether I have formed my opi- 
nion upon his, or on whofever opinion I may 
have formed it, I certainly do feel, that you 
may make yourfelf perfedlly eafy, my dear 
-brother, as to any influence that tremendoiK 
pafTion will have over my future fate ; for be 
aflured, that my regard for Colonel Malcolm 
is fuch, as will enfure me from all danger of a 
more unquiet ifitruder : and from the mo- 
ment that I (hall have fatisfied him, that all 
my thoughts and willies are bound up in his 
eafe and comfort, and that, as they are my 
firft objedts, no facrifice will appear to me a 

* My mind has admitted thefe two fentiments »t 
the fame moment, but never confidered them as enter- 
ing into competition with each other* 
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ilTx](bip, that can fecure them, I (hall be 
certain, that jealoufy on his part will never 
tgain, for a moment, obtrude itfelf upon my 
>eac€ : perfeA efteem and confidence muft 
if ueceffity deftroy the very poflibility of its 
:xiftence, and my felicity will be permanent. 

You are already aware, that, before your 
kind admonition reached me, I had taken 
the bed opportunity 1 could find of impart* 
iBg to my mother, what I had fuffered fo 
much uneafinefs in witholding from her; 
and the details that go with this will alfo 
Ijtiov/ you, how events precluded the effedls 
of her interference. 

O that I were as fure of every good I 
wifli my beloved brother, as that his fore- 
bodings are unfounded in regard to me !— and 
I (hoiild be happy, enough. 



THE JOURNAL -CONTINUED. 

24th June. — I am extremely pleafed with a 
new acquaintance we have ju ft made, my dear 
brother. It is Lady Belfont. — ^She has brought 
my mother a letter from the Dowser Goun- 
tefs of Darly, who calls her her adopted 
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daughter, and recommends her to Lady Ri- 
verfdale's friendly attentions in the warmeft 
and ftrongeft terms. 

I hardly recoUeA having been (b much 
ftruck with the firft appearance of any one, 
except the Marchionefs de Sainval, whom^ 
you too well remember, Henry. 

Lady Belfont, however, is neither fo young,- 
nor quite fo fprightly — but I perceive, that I 
am fateginning the defcription of her by what 
(he is not ; and (he really is entitled to fome- 
thing more than negative commendation.— 

Lady Belfont, then, though paft the prime 
of her beauty, is ftill extremely handfbme, 
with a dignified fweetnefs of countenance 
and addrefs, that gives me the idea of what 
a fovereign princefs fhould be. She has 
been much abroad, and has acquired that 
eafe and franknefs of manners, which relieve 
one from ail the embarraflhient of new ac- 
quaintance ; at the fame time that it is per- 
fectly free from the boifterous forwardnefs of her . 
companion, Lady Barbara Brackley, niece to 
^-^I'd Belfont ; who, with as much beauty 
^5 Lady Belfont, and perhaps more brilliant 
P^rts, is a caricature of foreign manners. I 
^^^ as much afraid of hex, 2c& cKaimed with 
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icr aunt, whofe every word evinced fenfc 
ind judgment, foftened by mildtiefs and 
rpod-buniour. • 

. 1 was flattered in the higheft degree by the 
rery diftinguiftied notice Lady Belfont took 
>f me. — She faid things fo greatly above my 
leierts, that I know not how to repeat them 
»vcn to you: nor indeed (hpuld 1 have 
known how to bear them at the moment, 
but they fo evidently feemed ■ to flow from 
her kind heart, and to refult from an inftan- 
taneoufly conceived partiality in my favour, 
that they precluded the humiliating fenfa- 
tioh, which very civil things faid to my face 
have ever called up in me. It is the only 
iuftance I can recoiled of my not confider- 
ing them as an impeachment upon my un- 
dcrftanding. — 

I fee you fmile here, Henry ^nd -exclaim, 
•^ ah ! vous nCen direz tant^P^ I perfcdly 

• The Due de la Rochcfoucault aflerted, that female 
virtue^ like men's honefly, always h^d its prite> if 
one could bat difcover it. The queen attacked 
him upon this opinion> and denied the {K)fition« af- 
firming, that no bribe could be named, that would 
induce her to part with her^s. He went on accumula- 
ting^ all poffible ofFors, till (he, at length, exclaimed, 
^ I '¥9us nCen direx tant ! . ^^ 
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take your arch infinuation, but I deny ttc 
application^ in this inftance at leaft, and 
contend, that fuch a bribe ought not to be 
refifted ; for, however the mind may be ftecled 
againft flattery in general, it would be abfo- 
lute want of feeling, to be infenfible to the 
praifes of the praife-worthy 5 and in truth, 
-though gratified in the extreme, I do not 
feel vain of her fo warmly exprefled praifes, 
which, however, more than once called up 
my blulhes. 

Lady Barbara challenged them with all 
the familiarity of an old acquaintance, and an 
indelicacy, which feems to be peculiarly her 
own. " Lord ! how Mifs Riverfdale hangs 
out her Englifli colours ftill !'* cried (he; 
'*. one would have thought a feven years 
refidence at Geneva might have worn off a 
little of that mauvaife honte we are fo juftly 
accufed of: I fhould be fliocked to death, 
to have fo much of the goiut du terroir* 
hanging about me.'* 

Lady Belfont, feeing me bluQi ftill deeper 
at this unexpefted aflault, kindly took my 
hand, faying, " you need not Ihrink from 

* Tafte of the foil ; an expreflion ufed in fpeakiog 
cf wines. 
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Lady Barbara's attacks, Mifs Riverfdale, 
while they turn fo much to your advantage : 
they equally improve your beauty, and^ 
evince your forbearance. It is eafjr to judge, 
that you could be at no lofs for a reply, if 
jGu were as ready to give way to the firft 
thing that occurs as (he is.*' 

-" Well, t)ut if the firft thing thit occurs 
is good,'* replied (he, ** why fliould it be* 
kept in, pray ?'* 

" Only fo long, perhaps, '* faid my mo- 
ther, "as juft to turn in one^s mind how 
far it may be proper to utter it, or no." 

" Heavens !'* exclaimed Lady Barbara, 
** an inftant's hefitation would deftroy all the 
merit of the thought. — It is the improvi/b 
of converfation, that conftitutes all its brilli- 
ancy. If I were to begin confidering over 
the propriety of. what i had to fay, fifty to 
one whether ever I fliould utter it at all.** 

Lady Belfont interrupted her, Iwghing, 
** That*s an acknowledgement I believe you 
did not -quite intend to make, Barbara ! but I 
ihould give you more credit for one fuch. 
inftance of difcrction than for half a fcore 
witticifms." 

** P(hah^ hang difcretion,-— I cett^\t&^ 

VOL. f. M 
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did not intend to put in any claim to it : 
what I meant was, that the opportunity of 
utterance would be loft, and the credit of my 
wit along with it." 

" Some writers," replied my mother, 
** have contended, that wit was too dangerous 
a weapon for female hands in general. " 

Lady Barbara interrupted her,^— ** I know 
what your Lady(hip alludes to ; 

' For wit like wine intoxicates the brain, 
• Too ftrong for feeble woman to fuftain.' 

** Lady Belfont has worn that quotation, 
thread-bare in honour of me, dpureperte; 
however, I muft acknowledge thus far, the 
poet only proves to me, that, like all the reft 
of his fex who form pretenfions to learning 
or parts, he is jealous of female competition: 
had he carried his obfervation to wit in gene- 
ral, I might have been more inclined to give 
him credit for it, and fee the confequence 
of reflexion. —Here's Mifs Riverfdale's wit 
fmothered in the birth — now, if (he would 
nave blurted out whatever came uppermoft, 
like me, and met me fairly in the field, we 
mould have (hown you fome rare fport. 

^^t, with fuch a certainty of being foiled, 
y vanity may perhaps have as much fhare 
^5 refleaion in keeping me fikivtr ^^VA I. 



MISS RIVfiRSDALE. 443 

She went to the harpfiChord.-^" Is this 
a Kirkman, or a Stocl|iart ?" and, without 
waiting for an anfwer, fat down and played a 
lefToQ with great brilliancy of execution. 

Lady Belfont defired her to fing, which. 
(he did in a very great ftyle; (he feems 
to be a pcrfeft miftrefs of mufic, with a very 
powerful voice, but neither fweetnefs nor 
expreflion* ": I hate thofe grand piano- 
fortes/* faid ftie, when (he had done^ " they 
haVe no brilliancy at all : a harplichord CcUk 
off both the finger and voice to much greater 
advantage." 

** They are more favourable to exccutiori ; 
and, perhaps, the fweet tone of the piano- 
forte comes too near the voice, to give it any 
effeft from contrail^*' I replied ; " but (Jurely 
the fuperior expreflion gives it an undeniable . 
preference." 

Expre(Eon T' repeated (he, with a fneer, . 

ah. Lord ! true ! I could have fworn from 

thofe pretty blufties, that expre(fion was your 

fort in mu(ic. . I imagine, Mifs Riyerfdale, 

you (ing nothing but cantabiles^ and andanU 

foJl€7iutos.^ 

* Mufical expreffions for flow pathetic mbvemcnts. . 

M Z 
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I acknowledged, that I preferred pathetic 
mufictn general; but her ladyfhip was very 
well qualified to make converts upon that 
head, for I had never heard irararar fung in 
fuch perfcdion. 

Lady Belfont TequeAed,^that i would give 
the company ^n -opportunity. <if judging be- 
. tweentus. tl inftanf ty (at down^ and, though 
a good deal abafhed at the hbtion of the 
competition, fung better than.ffear ufually lets 
me do, when I fing before ftrangers for the 
firft time. Encouraged by the encomiums 
Lady Belfont bellowed upon me,' I turned 
to my favourite, Dove fei amato bene? which 
fhe had not heard fince (he left England, fhe 
faid i and it drew tears from her, to the great 
entertainment of Lady Barbara, who could 
not conceive, how I could throw away my 
charming voice upon old fufty Handel : any 
kind of church mufic was more bearable than 
that. She had heard motets^ at the Conceit 
Spiriiuel at Paris, that were a thoufand times 
preferable ; could I fing any of them ? or ra- 
ther, had I not fome Englifti hymns ? (he 
thought thofe would fuit her aunt's tafte to 
perfedtion. 
JLadj Belfont, turning to me with a fmilc, 



faid,, " Don't take Lady Barbara' upon her 
own teftimony, Mifs Riverfdale. — She has a 
particular fancy Cor making the worft of her* 
felf ; but (he will atone for her faucinefs by 
(bme good qualities, when you come to know 
more of her: (he is a great deal better than 
(he choofes to appear/* 

" Yes, that's the diflference between Lady 
Belfont and me> Mifs Riverfdale,^ retorted 
Lady Barbaran playfully : . "but I proteft,'' 
continued (he, " I'am« fo' little acpuftomed 
to commendation, that, with however fpar^ 
lag a hand her Lady(hip has dealt it out to 
me, I felt in danger of that fuffufion, which 
I am fo much upon my guard, in general^ 
againd giving way to, (ince my favourite 
author has fo juflly ftigmatifed it as a * fpu- 
rious virtue *.• 

" Take care, Barbara !" replied Lady Bel- 
font, " that your favourite, as you are-pleafed 
to call him, did not mean merely to la(h the 
artificial modedy of a maid of ton^ in that 



* That fpurious virtue in a mai^ ? 
A virtue bat at fecond hand» 
They blufh bccaufe they underftand. iwirr; 
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ftroke. He who, but a line or two before, 
comments 

— — ' The decency of mind. 
So lovely in the female kind,' 

could hardly intend to fatirize that artlefs 
blufli, which muft ever betray the alarm of 
an innocent miiid at any idea inconfiftc^nt 
with its ownjpurity." 

" Nay, if you invalidate the poet's autho- 
rity, I'll refer you to the philofopher, and call 
to your ladyftiip's . recolledtion, how fatis- 
fedtorjly Doftor Hawkefwortii proves female 
modefty to be afaftitious, not a natural virtue, 
ril lay my life Mifs Riverfdale has never 
read that^; but Til fend you the book to- 
morrow morning with the leaf doubled down." 

Lady Belfont interrupted my reply by 
laying, " Upon my word, Barbara, if you go 
on at this rate, you will defeat, all my hopes 
of being indulged in cultivating the intimacy 
in this houfe, which. I had flattered myfelf 
Lady Darly's introduftion would have given 
me a claim to. Lady Riverfdale will fear 
to let her daughter aflbciate with you." 

"* Excufe me,'' replied my mother, " I 
have no fears for Louifa : I have endeavoured 
to Ilccl her mind agaiuft. t\\^ d^o^^ersof ex- 
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ample, and imprefs it with fuclva thorough 
knowledge of herfelf, as will make her per- 
fedtly aware, how little what may command * 
admiration in Lady Barbara, would be tble- 
rated in her/' 

"I fliall truft to Mifs Riverfdale's fwcet- 
iiefs, then, for foftening the afperities of Lady 
Barbara's wit,*' faid Lady Belfont. 

" I humbly thank your LadyQiip," re- 
turned (he ; " but I would not be mild, and 
fentimental, and foft, for the univerfe ; I 
Ihould lofe all my empire over the .men 
immediately. — No, no; 

• From grave to gay, from lively to fcvere :*— 

That's your only plan. You'll never do any 
thing in the world with them, child,'* turn- 
ing to me, ** if you do not keep them in 
awe : and aftually the chief thing, that you 
appear to me to want, is a little of that ani- 
mation and vivacity, which they always bow 
to, however they may affed to reprobate it. 
Take my word for*t, Mifs Riverfdale, it will 
always anfwef, * to fpread the law of Ibve by 
fear/ Lord I I feel myfelf born to command 
^ tW thoufand flavcs.*' 

M 4 
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" But if ever your ladyfhip fliould be re- 
duced to the mortifying neceffity of making 
one of thefe Haves your mafter ! — ^how then ?** 

" My mafter ! . ah, gad, what an idea ' I 
declare, my dear, one would think you were 
but juft fledged, and had only tried your 
wings out of your nurfery window, directing . 
your flight by the rules of your Bible and 
Common Prayer-book. Heavens! could it 
ever come into my head, to take a hiifband 
by way of giving him authority over me? 
•No, no ! whenever t feled that happy mor- 
tal from among his fellow fufFerers, he wiB 
be raifed to the honour of becoming my 
firft flave ; that's, all/' 

Lady Belfont looked vexed^t her levity, 
and broke up the converfation by rifing to go. 

Grievous ! is it not, Henry^ that this 
charming woman fliould be encumbered with 
fuch a compound of levity and affeftatioh, as 
Lady Barbara appeared to be? For, as to 
the merit Lady Belfont was willing to afcribc 
to her, it is well for herfelf if (he has it : but, 
as the world in general can only judge from 
appearance, I ftiould imagine (he would not 
readily find indulgence for her impertinence, 
ifl con fidcrat ion of tVv^ c^m^.\\u^s (he may be 
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poflefled of: at leaft, judging for myfelf, I 
feet little inclmation to contfa6c an intimacy 
with her, and look upon her quite in the 
light of a drawback upon the pieafure I ex- 
ipeft in cultivating Lady Belfont's acquaint- 
ance. 

Colonel Malcolm is perfe<Sly outratgeous 
at her. The Dean fees no harm in her at all. 
— ^^ A good deal of lively, fprightly wit, I 
think, and vaftly handfome — a ^ thoufand 
times better than Madame Thingumby,* he 
obferved,' "who is all rattle and flafli, and 
nothing in her.-- 

>* There may be too much in Lady Bar- 
l>ara," replied the Colonel. 

He and the Dean were playing at ombre 

with Madame de S during the whole 

of this vifit. Every one agreed in admiration^ 
of Lady Belfont. 

Lord Belfont is to meet them here. He 
has been fometime envoy at the court of 
Turin, and is now gone upon a fecret mif- 
fion. ' 



25^ A.— This morning I was rather Jater ipi 
rifing than ufual, from finding. myfelf flightly 

• M5 •' . 
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indifpofed, when who (hould appear at my 
bedfide, before I was up> ]3ut Lady Barbara ? 

" They had a mind to have ""refufed mc 
admittance, becaufe you were not up,** cried 
(he,. " for I believe all your fervants have got 
their Englilh ruft upon them as well as your- 
felf, my dear; but I thought myfelf fure you 
had too much fenfe, to cany your prudery fo 
far as not to adniit vifitors to your bedfide, 
and fo I was determined I would come in, 
and jfec whether you were at home or no ; and 
if I had not found you, I (hould have left a 
note ; for I am very impatient to improve 
our acquaintance, and want to be. informed 
of a thoufand particulars about all the peo- 
ple, that are here at Geneva." — 

" It is probably to this third for know- 
fledge, then, that I am indebted for the ho- 
nour of this early vifit," fmiling; " I (hould 
not otherwife fufpeft your Ladylhip of being 
fuch an early rifer." 

** Why, you are not far out in that half- 
fnccr of yours, which by the way becomes 
you a thoufand times better than that pretty 
little demure look, with which you won Lady 
Belfont's heart laft night : for the truth is, 
that I have a moft laudable (hare of curio- 
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fity, joined to a quantum fufficit of indolence, 
which I look- upon to be the happieft ingre- 
dients, that a female compofition can be 
made up of: for you fee my curiofity gives 
aftivity to my mind, and my indolence pre- 
vents me from making an improper ufe of 
the information I obtain/' 

" I agree with your Ladyflbip, that it is 
extremely neceffary there fhould be a coun- 
terading power, to avert the mifchief that 
curiofity may do : but, if it were confined^ 
to th^ acquifition of ufeful ^knoivledge^ I 
fhould think it might difpenfe with indo- 
lence for its attendant." 

" Lord, how moral ^nd inftruftive ! but 
you forget we are by ourfelves, my dear, and 
that I intend we, (bould be very intimate— 
fo you may as well referve all thefc fenti- 
mentals for my aunt and your mother, and 
let us talk open- heart edly, as if we were old 
friends." 

" And do you really fuppofe,. Lady Bar- 
bara, that I affeft thefe fentimentals, as you 
call thfem ?*' 

" Mofl: affuredly I do. Will you pretend 
to deny, that you adjuft your fcntiments to 

m6 
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the fetting off of your mind, with the fame 
care that you adjuft your cap to your face V 

I certainly do deny it.** 

And who upon earth do you expeft will 
believe you, my dear ? not I, for one. — It 
may perchance, once m an age, go down with 
fome defperate inamorato, who takes every 
word that drops from his goddefs to be golpel 
— *and really it is not ill adapted to the caft 
of your features: but we free mafbns all 
know one another ; and, if we are honeft, 
muft every one of us fubfcribe to the truth 
of that provoking little wafp*s affertion ; that 

* Every woman is at heart a rake.' 

You fee, I fet you an example of franknefs, 
and put myfelf into your power : for you may 
be very fure, I would not acknowledge as 
much to the men.** 

" But if I were the hypocrite your Lady- 
fliip takes me to be, where would be your 
fecurity ? I fliould, of courfe, betray your 
way of thinking, to heighten my own in the 
comparifon.** 

" O ! but I don't accufe you of a wil- 
lingnefs to do me mifchief — only a defire of 
doing yourfelf good. At any rate, however. 



MISS BIVERSDALE. 253 

whether hypocrite or no, you moft certainly 
are ah intolerable prude ; and fo I do not 
think we (hall much agree : but, for afl that, 
I expeft you to tell me who is who, and fo 
forth/* 

" Why then, at the rifk of being accufed 
of affeftation again, I muft fay you could 
hajrdly apply to any one lefs qualified than 
, myfelf, to impart the information you wifh 
for. Truth compels me to acknowledge, that 
I have no curiofity whatever for the bufineft 
of other people, unlefs where it interferes with : t.^ 



mine," 



(C 



Lord \ how abominably felfifh ! but 
don't you know, *^ true felf-love and focial 
are the fame.* Now my curiofity conncdrs 
me with, and interefts mc for, the whote 
world." 

** A wider flretch of liberality than I can 
pretend to, I confcfs,'* fmiling. 

" And fo you*ll pretend; that you can give 
me no account whatever of Lord Grantin ?'* 

" Indeed I do not pretend any fuch thing ; 
for I can give a better account of Lord Gran- 
tin than of moft people. 

" O, you can ! — well,- then, let me hear 
about Lord Grantin ! " 

3 
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. ^' Lord Grantin is Ton to the Marquis of 
Egmore — '* 

" Avocat ! pajfons au deluge */'* — ^inter- 
rupting me. " Save yourfelf the trouble, 
my dear Mifs Riverfdale, of recording his 
birth, parentage, and education. I have all 
thefe by heart already — {o proceed." 

" To what, then, pray ?" 

" Lord ! to what ?' Why to what he is 
doing here. Who he is in love with, and fo 
forth — thefe are the topics I wilh for infor- 
mation upon.'* 

" I cannot exaftly take upon me to &y 
what he may do^ befides ; but I fufpeft his 
^chief occupation to be playing upon the vi- 
oloncello, and I believe the firft objeft of 
his attachment to be himfelf." 

" Ha! ha! ha! exceffively good, upon 
my honour ! / could not have given a better 
turn to it. You can't conceive how agrees 
able you are, when you let yourfelf be natural. 
Come now, go one ftep farther into honefty, 
and tell me — who comes next to himfelf ?" 

• Take it up at the Flood. — ^An allufion to Racine's 
Plaideurs, where a Judge thus addrcffes a pleader, who, 
in fome trifling caufe, begins his pleading, '< before 
tkt creation of the world I** 
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- *^ But Is it fair» that I am to be queftioned 
in this manner, without being allowed to 
queftion in my turn ? Ptay, why (hould your 
Ladyflbip feleft Lord Grantin for the objed of 
your curiofity, in preference to all others ?'* 

" ril tell you why — and my honefty (hall 
put your's to th^ blulh, fince that's your pe- 
culiar grace, you know. Why, becaufe I 
think him very handfome, and very fafhion- 
able — and becaufe I know him to be rich, 
and of high birth — and becaufe he is young, 
and he is fingle — would you wifli for any 
more reafons ?'' 

" No, indeed! thefe fpeak for themfelves, 
and call upon my honefty in return to fay, 
that laft week, I believe, I might be that 
fecond object s but that, this week, I take 
him to be wholly at liberty, to d,evote him- 
felf to whoever may wifli to captivate his 
attention." 

" Ah ! je rej^ire /'* exclaitn^ (he ; " you 

» 

mean, that you give 'up all pretenfions to 
him?"— , ■ .. 

" Moft entirely — and I (houl^ have a very 
particular fatisfadion in feeing him wear your 
JLadyflbip's chains, if you think him worthy 
of that honour..'* ' 
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** Worthy! good Heavens! whaV coukt 
any woman wifli for better ?"' 
. " A little morr fenfei perhaps.'*^ 

^* Senfe !' Lord ! ' have h not enough fcfr 
both ? I ftiould deteft a man of fenfe above 
alt things — they pretend to life f6 wife,^— and 
are fo dogmatical; and fo pragmatical — and 
drefs JTo hideoufly. — No, no, child ! I only 
wifh him, to have juft fenfe enough to dif- 
cover mine ; and then we Ihall dp extremely 
weir/* 

"And, pray, wliere did you fee LonJ 
Grantin ?'* 

" At Mrs. Freeman's laft night, after we 
went from you ; and he immediately defired, . 
to be introduced to me, and we had a veiy 
agreeable flirtation ; ■ but he talked fo rap* 
turoufly of your linging, that I took it into 
my head, he had devoted himfelf to your 
fervice — and fo I wanted to be fatisfied about 
it, that was all — and now you have been a 
very good girl, and redeemed your credit a 
little with me, I dont' know but what wc 
may fuit better, than I was inclined to think:- 
and (6 now I (hall go home, that I may be 
in the way' before Lady Belfont rifes, and 
efcape the thouCaud mc^vtvR^ about whcft 
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' I have been ? . and what about ?— ^and fo 
forth/v 

** And do you then wi(h, to conceal your, 
vifit to me ?" 

** Not my Vifit to you in particulars^ but 

' I hate to be catechifed^ hke Mifs Biddy from 

ihe boarding-fchool, and called to account 

for my adtions — what has- Ihc to- do with 

fchem, you know ?." 

** I fliould imagine^ file would* only wilh 
to be. informed of them for your own fake." 

** O Lord ! O Lord ! now you are going 
to be fo devilifh good again^. I cannot bear 
you; and fo adieu !•' . 

And away (he went; leaving me happy ia 
the idea of the double riddance I felt in*- 
debted to her for; not having the fmalleft 
doubt but Lord Grantin will eafily- &11 into 
a flirtation every way fo^ much better fuited 
to him. 



26th. — ^We have this evening returned 
Lady Belfont's vifit— (he rifes upon. one every 
inftant. So much folid, well-digefted knowy 
ledge in her cheerful converfation I fuch af- 
.feftionate fweetnefs of manner, fuch unaf- 
^fedted fenfibiJity I I could judge the better 
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of it all for Lady Barbara's abfence, who was 
gone to Mrs. Freeman's. She endeavoius 
to nuke the beft of her niece ; but I am 
fure (he is a great torment to her. 

I accidentally betrayed my haying (een her 
in the morning. Lady Belfont looked fur- 
prifed, and faid, " I do not know what her 
motive might be for concealing hej: having 
been out from me ; but I cannot think it 
kind, that (he (hould not have given me fome 
account of what has become fo fuddenJy and 
fo truly interefting to my heart, as (he knows 
Mifs Riverfdale to be. How does your Lou- 
ifa contrive, Madam,** faid (he, turning to 
my mother, " to (leal upon one's aflfeftions 
in fuch an inftant ? I am not in general very 
opco to fudden impre(iion5." 

" No matter, dear madam, what the means, 
by which I have happily found my way into 
them," faid I, " provided the effedt be but 
permanent. O do not flatter nje too foon with 
what I (hall never again know how to part 
with, if in feeing more of me you (hould find 
yourfelf miftaken, and not like me fo well.'-' 

" Never fear, my love," (aid (he, " I had 
not time to confult my judgment upon the 
fuhjcd. — I am apt to iKvak it is a ftroke of 
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fyiiipathy, and th^t we cannot help loving 
one another. •• 

** May it ever prove fo !" faid I, drawing 
near to take hold of her hand. She tenderly 
embraced me, and faid a thoufand obliging, 
flattering things. 

Colonel Malcolm is highly charmed with 
tcr, but much dillurbed at Lady Barbara ; 
and entreats me to be as referved as poffible 
in that quarter. I made no merit of acced- 
ing to whal is fo perfedly confonant to my 
own inclination. 

He had requeftcd my mother to prefent 
him at Lady Belfont's. He fays Lady Mary 
propofes fetting out in the beginning of the 
week, and he intends to accompany her the 
firft day's journey, from which hfi (hall ftrikc 
off into the road to Vienna, and go in pur- 
fuit of his own affairs, upon the rcfult of 
which his life or death now hangs. He fpoke 
with great emotion, and added, that the idea 
of leaving me was almoft too much for him, 
and nothing but the bufinefs he^ goes upon 
could give him courage to fupport it. I feel 
grieved at the feparation ; but Lady Bclfont 
will be my refource, 

I faw Lady Mary for an hour thU rcv.oxiv\sy^\ 
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and (he would know from myfelf .the part^- 
culars of what had paffed between her bro» 
ther and rae. She was much vexed at him; 
yet could not avoid doing juft ice to thegooi 
intentions, that actuated him in that, as it 
had done in other diflrefling inftances befora. 
But, (lie (aid, nothing could convince hinii 
that I had not firil agreed to his propoiaJi 
and afterwards changed my mind; which' 
he attributes^ to Colonel Malcolm, and ii^ 
half inclined to quarrel with him ; only that 
the Colonel, who upon other occafions is not 
too tradable, feems pofitiyely determined^ 
here not to quarrel with hi'm.. 

27/A. — I am returned from a little con- 
cert at Lady Belfont*s, where we have had 
fome charming mu(ic. Lady Barbara and li 
the only vocal performers ; the inftrumentaf 
very good. — Lord Grantin of courfe (hone. 

His whole attention was direfted to Lady 
Barbara, whofe brillia^nt bravura finging could 
only be equalled by Aprile, he faid. My 
poor pathetics were quite eclipfed. I bore 
my mortification as well as I could ; and (he 
enjoyed her triumph. 

X was not quite ueg^\^&^d^ Vvo^wer: my 
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larming Lady Bdfont, in the firft place, 
icouraged me ty 'her approbation^ ' ixA . 
i the next, a young poHlh noblemati,*juft 
rived, paid high cos^plkn^iMs ^0 my voifce 
id ftyle of >£ngtng. : : : • 

His introdui5tion to me was peculiar, 
lough. I fpng my firft fong without being 
vare, that there was any ftranger in the' 
K>m:» and^ as the party was not larger, 1 wiss 
decablyat eafe, and performed in tifybeft 
kannen 

Immediately after I had refumed my feat, 
#ady Belfont brought a very fmart looking 
lan, in foreign regimentals, towards nie, and 
lid, ** Mifs Riverfdale, Prince Polin&i has 
efired me to introduce him to you.*' 

.With a very graceful, elegant bow, aiid 
luch animation of countenance, he iaid. 

It was impoflible, however dangerous the 
xperiment might be, to refift the defire of 
jScertaining, whether the very uncommon 
teling and tafte, that gave fuch an exquifit-e 
barafter to my manner of finging, took its 
uc from my mind, or from my matter. He 
ad challenged every perfon in the room, to 
iroduce fuch another fcholar from the (ame 
caching ; but nx) one pretended to ^ IW} 
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could ; fo I remained charged with the whole 
peculiarity of my ftyle pour mon propre 
campte *. 

^' You do my lining much honour in 
having fo particularly attended to it,-* I re- 
plied ^ ^^ but I do not think the criterion 
would be quite a fair one, as I fuppofe no good 
mafter ever taught two fcholars exaftly in 
the . fame way : their art lies in adapting the 
mode to the powers of the voice they aro to 
form.'* 

" I cannot conceive," returned he, " that 
any man (hould have the courage to become 
a finging mafter , for of all the fafcinations 
I know, that of a fine voice is the moft ir- 
refiftible.'* ' 

" They probably find their fafety in the 
number," faid I, fmiling. 

" I do not think any thing could favea 
man, who has once heard Mifs Riverfdale." 

" I really never confidered myfelf in (0 
tremendous a light," laughing, " or I fhould 
have been more cautious in dealing about 
fuch deadly fhafts.'» 

" You may joke upon the fubjed as you 

• On my own account. 



MISS RIVERSDAtE. iSj 

think proper; but I am perfcftly fcrious in 
what I fay." 

•* Why, then, give me leave to obferve, that 
you muft be the moft imprudent man alive, 
with fuch a confcioufnefs of vulnerability 
about you, ever to truft yourfelf in the way 
of afong/* 

f* A man is not always exa&ly aware of the 
^ moment in which danger awaits him," he re- 
plied : " one perfon's fong is as different from 
another's, as if it did not proceed from the 
fame organs. — Lady Barbara, for inftance, 
*•- might fing on till doomfday, and produce 
^ no more efFqft upon me than a barrel-organ/* 
At this moment flie got up to fing, and I 
made a motion to him to be filent and attend. 
He had taken his feat next to me : I occa- 
fionally pointed out to him fine paflages — 
He admitted her ikill; but there was no- 
thing in what (he did, that reached be- 
yond the ears : it ftruck him to be good in- 
Jtrumeiital ^nging, and that was air he would 
fay of it. 

I obferved, that fome of the' pafTages (he 
had executed with fo much brilliancy were 
extremely difficult. 

He begged my pardon, but he muft^do^X. 
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Baron Gkichcn's wit, and Wj^ Iheji ^^^ ^^' 
pojjible. 

I was diverted with his' pbferyations^ al- 
though I thought his judgment unfair : and 
perhaps after all he only proceeded upon the 
old plan, that the furell way to pleafe one 
woman is to criticife another. I had once 
a mind to tell him fo ; but I feared he wottid 
think I was filhing for a compliment, fe I 
let it alone. 

He fat filent for a corifiderable time : at 
length, turning round to me," " Mifs Ri- 
verfdale," faid he, " I am going to niake you 
a very ftrange fpeech, and I cannot conjec- 
ture in what light it may ftrike you ; but of 
that I muft take my chance ; you will at 
lead give me credit for mon honnHetc *. 

I muft give it you in French, my Henry, 
for I could not, in the tranflation, do juftice 
10 tliesOriginal turn of it. 

j^ " Lorfque j'aurai Thonneur d'etre plus 
^connu de vous, je me flatte que vous rendrez 
juftice a la bonte demoncoeur: en atten- 

• Honeft Intentions. 

f *' When I (hall have the honour to be better knowr. 

to you, I flatter myfelf you will do juftice to the good- 

jie/s oi my heart : In the mean time permit me to 

;iDfwcr for it myfelf. Yo\x mM xVt mcjxt i^^^A^j ^vit 



MISS.RIV£RSI>ALE. 265 

<3ant, permettez moi de vous en repondre ; 
et vous m*en croirez d autant plus facilcment, 
^que je vais vous ajouter avec la meme fin- 
, cferite, que ma tete n'y reflemble pas du totit ; 
car elle ne vaut abfolument rien.** 

I looked at him with'furprife, not guefling 
. what all this was to lead to.— He proceeded. 

" Je n'irai pas bien loin, pour vous en 
fournir la preuve : ear aflurenient fi j avois 
eu le fens commun, je me ferois bien garde 
de demander a vous etre prefent^, apres 
avoir fi bien fenti tout TefFet de votre voix 
de firene. Mais enfin, cette folie la eft faite ; 
refte a m'en tirer ihaintenant comme je Ic 
pourrai, et c'cft c^dont je vais vous charger, 
(i vous voulez bien me le permettre." 

The perfedt want of knowing what to 
iky kept me filent, and he went on. 

** Je prevois que vou§ allez me faire tour- 
ner la t^te, complettement : vous avez tout 
ce qu'il faut pour cela. Or apprenez, Made- 

me credit, when, with the fame fincerity, I add^ that 
my head bears.no refemblance to my heart; for -of 
thaty in f^£i, I have nothing to fay. I need not take 
much pains tx) prove this to you ; for certainly if I had 
had con»mon fenfe, I fhould never have defired to be 
introduced to you» after having felt the tfk£ts of your 

VOL.1. / N 
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moifclle, que je n'ai pas le droit de me la 
laiffer tourner. Cette t^te, et ce cceur, et cette 
main, ne font nullcment libres, vfi un engage- 
ment contrafte dans mon pays avec une tres 
aimable perfonne, que je dois ^poufer des 
rinftant que j'en aurai les moyens. Je vous 
'demande done pour Tamour de dieu, quand il 
m'anrivera de m'oublier aupres de vous, com- 
me cc la m arrivera infalliblement, de me rap- 
peller ce que je viens d'avoir Thonneur de 
vous dire, et vous me ferez rentrer en moi- 
meme tout de fuite -f-," 

I cannot exprefs to you, how much I was 
both furprifed and pleafed with the oddity, 
the novelty, and the franknefs of this fpeech : 

enchanting voice. Th^t danger however is now incur- 
red, and I mud extricate myfelf from it as I can ; and 
indeed I believe my bell chance will arifc from hav- 
ing recourfe to your own aflillance.** 

f '* I forefee, that you will completely turn my head. 
You are exadly the pcrfon to do it. Now, madam, 
I have to tell you, that I have no right to fufFer my 
head to be turned. Neither my head> my heart, nor 
my hand are at my own difpofal ; — they arc engaged 
to a very amiable lady in my own country, to whom 
I am to be married, as foon as I fhall have the means. 
I beg, therefore, for heaven's fake, that when, in your 
prefence, I ihall happen to forget myfelf, as forget 
jnyfclf I certainly (hall, you would put me in mind 
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I thought it entitled him to an equally frank 
yeturn, and without hefitation I immediately 
anfwered, " Pour vous prouver tout le cas que 
je faisde-votre franchife, mon Prince, je vais 
y repondre fur le meme ton. Sans m*arr^ter 
a revoquer en doute les chofes flatt^ufes que 
VQus venez de me dire, je vous avouerai in- 
genument, qu'il m eft abfolument interdit de 
les ecouter ; et que fi le hafard pouvoit me 
rendre audi dangereufe pour vous que vous 
femblez le croire, je me trouvc doublement 
armee pour votre defenfe ; puifque j'ai aufli 
un engagement de mon<:6te, qui n'attend 
que les moyens pour etre rempli-f." 

" Ah, mon Dieu !• que C'eft drole !" faidhe, 

of what I have had the honour to impart to you* and 
call me immediately to reileftion." 

f ** To prove to you. Sir, my fenfe of the franknefspf 
your communication, I ihaU \yith equal franknefs an • 
Piferyou: without confidering how far you may have 
been miftakei) in all the flattering things you have been 
faying to me, I will ingenuoufly own to you, that I 
^n> abfolutely bound not to liften to them ;'and that,, 
were I by chance to become as dangerous to you, as 
you fcem to fuppofe poflible, you would find me dou- 
bly armed for your defence ; as I am myfelf alfo under 
an engagement, the fulfilling of which is delayed only 
by the want of immediate means." 

*• Heavens! how comical?^ 
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burfting into a hearty laugh, ^* et quelle ador- 
able franchife encore !" more ferioujQy "nous 
voila done en furete des deux cotes-^mais 
affurement ce debut merite bien de mener a 
qaielque chofe : jurons nous amitie et loyautc, 
et accordez moi le titre de frere ; epuis fai- 
tes moi la confidence de tout ce qui regardc 
votre engagement, et vous verrez comme je 
vaism'occuper de tout ce qui peut intereffer 
macharmante petite foeur-f'/' 

" Ah,doucement! doucement! mon prince, 
rappcllez vous, qu'il nous faut un peu plus dc 
t-ems a nous autres Anglaifes, pour former nos 
liaifons." 

Comment ! vous etes Anglaife ? 

Et quoi done, s'il vous plait ?" 
" Bah ! vous -vous moquez de moi ?'• 

f ** What charming franknefs ! we are thenfafe on both 
fides. — But this, certainly, ihould lead to fomethim. 
Let us now fwear mutual friendftiip and fealty. Favx)iir 
me fo far as to call me brother. Give me a confiden- 
tial account of your engagement, and fee how I fhall in- 
tereft myfelf in all my charming little filler's concerns." 
" Gently, gently. Sir, recoiled, that we Englilh wo- 
men are not fo very quick in forming connexions."— 
** How! you an Englifh woman!"* 
" What elfe, pray, do you take mc for?" 
, '' Poh I you are joking." 
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" Mais de grace ! de quelle nation me 
croyez vous done ?'* 

" Mais Fran5aife, affurement.'* 

^ AUons, je vois^que vous n'avez pas 
perdu votre tenis en France, mon Prince! 
— cela Pappelle f^avoir tourner un compli- 
ment. Au refte, comme vous n'etes pas 
Fran^ais, je me permettrai de vous avouer, 
qu'a Texception de la langue, je ne me fou- 
cierois pas trop qu'on put s'y tromper: la 
tournure Anglaife vaut peut-^tre bicn la 
Fran^aife."-^— 

" Ah oui, quand elle a ete un peu degour- 
die dans Tetranger !" 

** Mais, Miladi Belfont, par excmple?'* 

'* But I beg you would tell me — What country wo- 
man do you take me to be ?'* 

'' Why French — certainly." 

«' I perceive. Sir, you have not loft your time in^ 
France, you know how to make a compliment. How- 
ever, as you are not a Frenchman, I. will own to you, 
that, excepting in point of fpeaking the language, jl 
Ihould not wifh to be fo mittak^n. . The Engl ilh air 
and manner are, perhaps, quite as gpod as the French.** 

" Yes, yes, when the llifFnefa •; is a little relaxei^ 
in foreign countries." 

<* But Lady Belfont, for example." 
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" Miladi Belfont n'a pas le ton plus 
Anglais que vous. Elle a paflee plufieurs 
annees dans les pais etrangers— elle avoit 
deja ete trois ans a Turin, quand je Ty ai trou- 
vai-— et aflurement vous n'a^lez pas me citer 
Miladi Barbara, avec fon diable de nom, qui 
lui va aflez au refte."— 

" Vous apercevez vous ?'* interrupting 
him, " que nous fommes feuls"a caufer, 
tandis que tout le monde ecoute la mufique?** 

** Ma foi ! je m'aper9ois que je fuis a 
cote de vous — ct voila tout." — 

I was again called upon to fing, after which 
Lady Belfont beckoned me to a chair next 
her. 

" If I read aright," faid flie, " your 
finging has not been thrown away upon the 

*' My Lady Belfont has no more the a)>pearance of an 
Englifti woman than you have. She has fpent many 
years of her life abroad. She had been three years at 
Turin, when I found her there ; and certainly you will 
not mention Lady Barbara, with her curfed name, 
which however feems very well to fuit her." 

" Do you perceive that we alone are talking while 
every body elfe is attending to the mufic ?" 

*^ Upon my word I perceive nothing, but that I am 
fitting by you." 
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unfeeling, this evening, my fweet young 
friend" — ^looking archly. 

I faid, her approbation of it, was the higheft 
gratification it could afford me. 

" And you exped me to believe that, I 
fuppofe," replied (he. 

" Indeed I do. When I have the honour 
of being better known to your Ladyfhip, you 
will find, that I am not apt to fay one thing, 
when I mean another.'* 

" Not in general, I dare fay, or I fliould' 
not have been fo much charmed with you ; ^ 
bat there are topics, you know, my love, 
upon which the beft of us cannot avoid a 
little infincerity !" — 

" Well, try me, Madam, and then judge.*' 

" Take care what you engage ifor; Mifs 
Riverfdale i I aflure you I intend it the very 
firft opportunity," 

" I defire nothing better; and ardently 
wifti the opportunity may foon offer." 

The Prince came up to me a^m, and 
aflced whether I would do him the honour to 
prefent him to Lady Riverfdale ? which I 
immediately did. He afked her leave to pay 
his refpe«5ts to us, which (he civilly granted j^ 
and the mufic foon after eiided.. 

1^ 4r 
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' Lady Barbara feejiied extremely pleafed 
with Lord Grantin's afSduity — flie alfo paid 
a little attention, by the way, to Wurmfer, 
who ** trod in air'* — but flie frequently 
call a fcrutinizing eye upon Prince Polinlki 
and me J and threw out fonie occafional 
liires, as well as farcaftic obfervations, to ' 
draw him away ; both however feemed to 
mifs their aim by being wholly unperceived. 

Lady Belfont wiflied . us to ftay fupper, 
but my mother objected to the latenefs of 
the hour. You cannot imagine, however, 
Henry, what an improvement there is both 
in her ftrength and looks, fince that laft con- 
fultation with Tiflbt*. 

I told her, at our return home, what had 
paflcd with Prince Polinfki. She was ex- 
tremely delighted with his frank, fprightly 
originality, and faid {he thought him one of 
the moft agreeable foreigners the had ever 
feen — he had quite the manners and anima- 
tion of a young Frenchman, without their 
petulant impertinence. He had ftruck me 
in the fame light ; for what may, perhaps, 
read like forwardnefs, in the converfation I 

♦ Probably "wVvexv at IaxxC^mxr* 
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have tranfcribed, had nothing of it in reahty ; 
but rather a ndivett^^ and a laiffer allerA(-^ 
—-with a degree of bonhome^j extremely 
interefting. 

And now what do you think of him, my 
dear brother ? . 



28th. — Lwent to fee little Javotte yefter- 
day morning, the moment I had breakfafted j 
when I returned I found Colonel Malcolm. 

" I underftood you were out, Louifa,'* 
faid he, gravely. 

**^ So I was, I am: this inftant come in." 

** And do you go without any one to 
attend you ?V V 

" I - was not gone far, : only to old Ca- 
tharine's, in the next ftrect.** 

"That's a very odd place for you to go to." 

" I have a very natural reafon forifc; (he 
is takingcare of a fick child for me.*? 

I then told him all the particulars of* Lady 
Mary and myfelf bringing away little Ja- 
votte from . old Simon's, , with the : reafon ^ 
why, &c. 

• Ingenuoufnefs. 

f Giuirrg way to the firft Arggeftioiu - 

X Good-natured funplicity. * . ^ 

» 5 
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He had heard it all from Lady Mary be- 
fore, and could not but think it rather odd, 
that I (hould choofe to make fuch a profound 
fecret of it to him. 

I faid, that I had no thoughts of keeping 
it from him in particular — that I had been 
generally filent tipon it by my mother's 
defire ; becaufe the idea of the fmall-pox 
always fpreads a kind of alarm, and that I had 
probably forgotten to mention it to him, 
owing to the variety of circumftances, that 
had filled my mind of late, and his being fo 
much taken away from us by his attendance 
upon Lady Mary. 

We were ftill enough together, to make it 
a very ftrange piece of forgetfulnefs, he 
thought. 

I agreed that it was fo ; but I really could 
give no other reafon for it. 

" You are not willing to give any other, 
that is very clear, Louifa." 

** Why, what reafon could I poflibly have, 
for wifliing to conceal a thing of that kind 
from you, Colonel Malcolm ?" 

** 1 really can be no judge of that ; but 
making myfteries always looks fufpicious, 
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and leaves people to conjefture what they 
pleafe/* 

•* Indeed, I diflike myftery as much as- 
you can do,, and I am fully determined never 
to make any of whatever may regard myfelf ; , 
but furely you might have alked me about 
this, rf it in any fhapc excited either -your 
curlofity or your concern.'* 

" J do not wifti, Louiia, to appear pry- 
ing or inquifitive about any thing, that you 
feem cautious to keep from me, left it (hould 
be eonftrued into diftruft ; at the fame time, 
I cannot help obferving to you, that, in the 
fituation we arc in at prefent^ nothing Ihort 
of the moft unlimited confidence and open- 
nefs can give me any chance for comfort.'*' 

" I am firmly of that opinion, and fhall 
make it my guide upon every occafion/^ 

•* But furely, Louifa, if you tefleft for a ' 
moment, you will allow, that your going in < 
and out of that old woman '^s houfe fo con- 
ftantly bears a very odd appearance to the 
world/* • 

•* If you*ll believe me, it never foi^a mo- 
ment occurred to me, that the world would 
^trouble its head about , it. I was too much 

k6 
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intereftcd in the child, and too much aceuf- 
tomed to confider old Catharine as one of 
our family, ever to have bellowed a thought 
upon it y however, it is quite fufficient^orme, 
to know that you do, to avoid it in future^ 
and indeed the child is now fo near well, that 
at any* rate we meant to remove it in a day 
or two." 

He thanked me a thoufand times for my 
ready compliance, and was fure I did juftice 
to his motives — aad then he renewed his 
proteftations of difinterefted attachment and 
;ardent love — lamented eveiy inftant that he 
pafled out of ray fight — was wretched at not 
being able to meet me at Lady Belfont's the 
evening before. He afked who was there. 

I told laim — and gave him the minute 
detail of all that had pafled between Prince 
Polin&i and me. — His countenance clouded 
over as I proceeded, but he let me conclude 
without interruption ;; — and then faid, it was 
very extraordinary, that I, who kpew fo well 
how to aflert my dignity when I pleafed, 
fliould encourage fuch a piece of infolence as 
this young maa's declaration to me ! 

I replied, that, if it appeared to him in^ 
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folent, I had not done juftice to thg manner 
of it i for, on the contrary, it appeared to be 
didtated by the greateft naivete and fincerity. 

" Let the manner of it be what it might, 
could.1 beblindV* be aiked> " to the import, 
of it ? which was clearly this — * I am fo very 
irrefiftible, that this popr girl will become too 
eafy a prey, if I do not furnifti her with ^rms 
againft myfelf, and enable her to hold out a 
while at leaft,, to make? my triumph mere 
complete." 

" Good heavens. Colonel Malcolm ?" in- 
terrupted I, " is it poffible, to give fuch an 
unfavourable conftruftion to what appeared 
in fo, obvious a light !** 

" Ah Louifa ! little do you know the arts, 
that men will praftife to obtain their ends ; 
fubtle and infinuating, they can affumc any 

" I do not in the leaft difpute your fupe- 
yior knowledge of them; but I only entreat 
you, to fufpend your judgment of this young 
man, till you have feen him, and if you do 
not read candour and bonefty in his counte- 
nance,, I will give up the point..'* 

He begged my pardon, if he offended me 
by his too ardent zeal for my welfare^ b\\\. 
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he could not for his foul reprcjfs his fincerity; 
it afterw:U-ds refted with me, whether to be- 
nefit by his advice or not. 

I affured him, that I looked forward with 
confidence, to its guiding me through life. 

He fell into very paffionate lamentations 
at his approaching departure, in which my 
heart fincerely participated. 

He leaves old la Grange behind him, 
whofe infirmities incapacitate him for the 
journey ; he aiked whether I thought my 
mother would objeft to giving him houfe- 
room in his abfence ? I faid,* I was fure (he 
would not. Frederick turns out extremely 
intelligent, as well as grateful ; and, fince the 
little interefting anecdote, that I mentioned 
of him to you, he has rifen rapidly in his 
mailer's favour*. 



iSth. — I forgot to tell you, that I received 
a note from Madame d'Urtife two days ago, 
in which fhe very pathetically regrets " the 
impoffibility of getting to me fince her re- 
turn; but (he is wholly engroffed by the 
party fhe accompanied to Laufanne, who are 

♦ This muil have been in the packet that was loft. 
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old and intimate friends — ^they will (hortly 
quit Geneva, and then (he hopes to be 
reftored to the happinefs (he always enjoys in 
my fociety/' 

I am told, that the faft is, (he has picked 
up a flirt in a Mr. Burnaby, who aftually 
does engrofs all her attention. It is a for- 
tunate event, that he (hould have come 
{o . apropos^ to confole her in the heavy cala- 
mities Ihe was finking under. 



29^//. — Lady Belfont fent this morning, to 
defire I would fpend the day with her ; but I 
had devoted the greateft part of it to Lady 
Mary Melvile. . I agreed to meet Lady 
Belfont at the Tre'ille^ in the evening; be- 
caufe my mother, who diflikes dining d|ut, 
would then replace me with Lady Maiy. 

I felt awkward in the idea of encountering 
Mr. Melvile*s clumfy ftatelineft, but he re- 
lieved me from the embarraiTmcnt, by not 
dining at home. Colonel Malcolm wasjhe 
third at table, and I pafled a very interefting 
day. 

We had fome ferious, and much afFedionate 

• A walk ia Gcncvi. 
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unrefcrved converfation. .There is a noble 
fimplicity and opennefs in all Lady Mary fays 
and does, that I never yet faw equalled. 

Mrs. Freeman can^e at the fame time wiA 
my mother, who alfo brought the Dean, 
fo their whiftrtable was made up. Colonel 
Malcolm however offered to cut in, but Lady 
Mary would not let him: It would be too 
had- for her to monopolife all the: mec, flie 
thought; and as the believed thelteanhad 
no objedlion to taking the whole duty of the 
card-table upon himfelf, ftie would make a 
foirdivifion with Mifs Riverfdale, and give up 
the Colonel to be her attendant to the Treille. 

The Dean, who had already taken poffefGon 
of. the table, and :made the cards, and diC- 
tributed the counters— and fluiffled — and 
fpr^ad them out>-r-and taken them up again 
half a dozen, times, iahis impatience^to begin, 
cried out, " No, no, no objeftion in the 
world, if . you had a mind to play on till 
to-morrow morning — come ! — come !^who 
draws ? Mrs. Freeman ! — Lady Riverfdale 1 
— come !" — fo tumbling down one pack 
after the other as. he fpoke, he contrived) 
through downright eagernefs, to jumble them 
completely together,-— and we left them, ia 

3 
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great good humour/ undoing all his ma- 
noeuvres of the laftten minutes. 

As we went along. Colonel Malcolm fpokc 
in the highefl. terms of Lady Mary. We were 
both of opinion, that fhe is confiderably 
mended,, and joined moft fervently in wilhes 
for her further recovery. We talked of Lady 
Belfont, upon whom, I told him, I depended 
for much confolation in his abfence. * He 
repeated his requeft, that I would' be very (hy 
of Lady Barbara, to whom he has taken the 
moft invincible avcrfioja. . I aflurcd Jiim, that 
my own inclinations were fo perfectly confo- 
nant to his wiflies upon that head, that I fliould 
have little merit in complying with them. 

I expefted to have found Lady Belfont 
alone ; but (He was furrounded by a large 
party, out of which the firft perfon that came 
forward to meet me was Prince Polinfki — 
-" He had done himlelf the honour of leav- 
ing his name at our door this afternoon, ia 
confequence of the perrniflioii Lady Ri- 
verfdale had given him.** / 

Colonel Malcolm inftantly guefs'd who h« 
was, and meafured him with his eye from 
head to fopt, with an exprefiion qf ineffable 
contempt. 
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I made a civil, but flight anfwer, and 
hurried pad to Lady Belfont, who met me 
with all the cordiality of affection. Lady 
Barbara juft acknowledged me by a nod, 
and went on with a diflertation, ftie had 
fallen into with Lord Grantin, upon the 
comparative merits of Homer and OflSan. 
She has read a great deal, and has an excellent 
memory; how far (he has refledlisd upon 
what fhe has read, and turned it to account, 
is another point 5 but flie is admirably apt at 
quotation, which feems to have infpired Lord 
Gran tin with a deep reverence for her know- 
Jiedge. He was not willing^ however, to let 
his learning remain qui-te in the back ground* 
and feemed to be mufkering up whatever 
fcraps of Homer had remained afloat in his 
brain from his' Eton ftudies. He chofe to 
quote them in Greek, probably as a better 
fecurity againfl: deteftion, if he happened 
to miftake, which I more than once fufpeded, 
from the arch look of Prince Polin/ki, who 
faid to me, " Fos dairies Aiiglaifesfe piquent 
done d' entendre le grec *.^*' 

" Not in general," I faid. 

♦ You Englifh ladies then, choofe to be thought to 
under da^nd Gtcq]^, 
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" Impertinent enough," muttered the Co- 
lonel to himfelf. 

. I felt interefted at firft in the fubjeft, 
and hoped that, as. (he was giving the pre-^ 
ference to OiEan, it would be upon my own 
grounds, of the magnanimity. and generofity 
of his heroes, compared with the plunderers 
and bullies, whom Homer dignifies with that 
name : but I . found it was her aim to make 
" the worfe appear the better reafon," which 
I (hould fufpeft to be what (he is apt to va- 
lue herfelf upon ; for her argument turned 
wholly upon the- merits of Fingal as an Epic 
poem, and the vindication of its authenticity, 
which (he entered into with a minutenefi of 
critrcifm, that ferved admirably to (how how 
much (he had read and remembered upon 
the fubjeft, but did not any way come home 
to my feelings: fo I paid no further attention 
to the converfation, excepting Lord Grantin's 
concluding fpeech, which caught my ear and 
diverted me. 

" I never wifli/' faid he, " to pu(h argu- 
ment to its utmoft extent againft a lady — • 
befides, Lady Barbara, your acknowledgment, 
that you do not u^derftand the original, 
would make it unfair in me at any !:at^ \ ^wX. 
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this I wil^fay, that, hang me if I don't pre- 
fer Metaftafio a thoufand times to either 
the one or the other" — and then he Cmg 
* Voile cagUere una rofa fcenturato Amort 
vn d\ i*' ' How the devil would either 
Homer or Offian found to miufic ? What 
could Paefiello or Cimarofa make of them ?** 

" This is really fo unexpeded a criterion 
of the merits of an epic poem," replied Lady 
Barbara, laughing moft immoderately, " that 
I am not prepared to anfwer to it; for, pro* 
ceedingupon the fame principle, you may pro^ 
babty end in fet ting the Babes in the Wood 
above either : However, let mt entreat youp 
Lordfbip, when you next illuftrate Metaf- 
tafio's fuper- eminence by a quotation, to 
take it from fome of his own writings, inflead 
of laying him under obligations to Ana- 
creon-f." 

Lord Grantin looked a little confounded r 
but happening to ca(l his eye upon my bonnet, 
the fenfe of his defeat was immediately loft 
in friendly folicitude for me ; and, coming 
up with an air of important eagernefs, he 

• Lucklefs Cupid was one day gathering a rofe. 
f Lord Grantin's quotation is from a tranflation, 
4^/ by Mcflatafio of Auacveow's 'tV, X^i^.. ^.tA\ i^' 
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^bifpered me, " I beg a thoufand pardons, 
Aik Riyerfidale, for the liberty I am going 
o take^ but your ribbon — excufe me— is 
lofitively couleiir de ftu^ which is never 
rom after Eafter, and your frill is poirtt 
^Mrgentoriy which befpeaks the very depth, 
f wint^r-7-how a woman of ybut. elegant 
lotions could poflibly fall intq fuch amiflatc 
—You fee I bear no malice for aU your tm- 
dndncfs, as this friendly bint ^bears witeefs--*- 
na bafia cosiy*'^ f^id he, catching Colond 
Malcolm's- eye, as well as Lady Barbara^s 
apon las. ' . 

." I am infinitely obliged to your Lord* 
liip," anfwering aloud, to fatisfy Colonel 
Malcolm what the whifper related to, " I 
ivill be more careful in future how I incur 
[uch deferved cenfure — all I have to plead in 
•xculpation is, that the frill is my own work, 
and never expefted the honour of paffing for 
txoint d*arg€nton — ^and the colour of my 
ribbon \ really was in hqpes the coldnefs of 
the day might have excul'ed.*' I was afraid 
he would have perceived the difficulty I had 
to compofe my countenance, as I uttered 

^ Btti enough (aid. 
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this, which was more to clear up the Colo- 
ncrs anxious looks, than with any view to 
turn hisLordttiip into ridicule ; who was, how- 
ever, vaftly too ferious in his remonftrancc, 
to fufpeft any one elfe of holding it light, 
and was beginning to clear himfelf from 1 
any intention of pointing out my impropriety 
to the company, when Lady Barbara, 
wha feemed jealous that any "one (hould 
expofe him but herfelf, interrupted him by 
obfcrving to Lady Belfont, " Even Mi& 
Riverfdale, you fee. Madam, can be far- 
caftic, when her tafte is arraigned. Take my 
advice, my Lord," turning to hirii, *' (though 
I lay open the grand arcanum of my fex 
by it) never exped:, that any woman's good 
humour will (land the teft of criticifm upon 
her drefs or manners — her mind or morals 
you may canvas as you pleafe, and be called 
a friend for it." 

Lady Belfont checked her. ..- " i ou no^ 
make a feverer attack upon your own fex, 
Barbara, than its greateft detradlor. Lord 
Cheflerfield, has done. He at lead makes 
the charge general to human nature." 

As we had (liifted places in our walk. Lady 
Barbara had gottetv betvieen Colonel Mal- 

5 
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:olm and me ; and whether any little coh- 
:urrence of interefts had foftened him in her 
Favour, or what — I can't tell, but, ad- 
[Jrefling himfelf to her in a half whifper, he 
Paid, " Pray what is your Ladyfliip's opinion 
y£ this young foreigner, that I hear {6 
much of?'* 

** Really, Colonel Malcolm,** anfwcred ftie 
tartly, " my father kept no kennel, and I 
never confidered myfelf as a judgQo( puppies ^ 
I refer you to Mifs Riverfdale upon that head 
— ^Were you looking for any body, my dear?'* 
— (turning quick to me,) who aAually had 
:aft my eye around in queft of Lord Gran- 
:in. 

" Only to fee whether Lord Grantin 
ivas out of hearing,'* faid I, fmiling. 

" Upon my life one may feel obliged to 
Mifs Riverfdale, when (he choofes to fpare 
one," exclaimed the 4 " for (be can cdt as 
deep as any body." 

** But with this marked d inference Yrom 
nioft people,** faid Lady Belfont, " that her 
wit isalways upon the defcnfive.'*— - 

" Whereas mine" — ^interrupted Lady Bar- 
bara — 
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^ Is ofFenGve very frequently, I muft ac- 
knowledge," replied Lady Belfont. 

" Thank your Lady (hip— I expected that: 
there's no friend like a relation/' 

Juft here we turned (hort upon Madame 
d*Urtife and her party. She r^fn up to me, 
and was fo glad — and fo afhamed — ^aiid had 
fo much to fay to me — and fo many cxcufes 
to make to Lady Riverfdale — ^and then Ihe 
abruptly introduced Mr. Burnaby^ upon 
whofe arm (he was leaning, and who is, in- 
deed, a very handfome young man, which 
feems to be all that any one thinks of faying 
of him. V 

I begged her to fet her confcience quite at 
reft ; for that my mother and I never wilhed 
to ftand in the way of other engagements, 
or expefted more from our friends, than they 
could conveniently do for us. 

Whilft I uttered this, fhe took a general 
furvey of the party, fome of whom were 
ftrangers to her; and then, glancing lignifi- 
cantly at Colond Malcolm and me, fhe faid, 
" You know I have much to hear, as well 
as to tell you — and fo adieu till the firft op- 
portunity.*' 
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Lady Belfont was very urgent for me to 
10 home with her; but Colonel Malcolm's 
ime is now fo (hort, that I could not bear 
o difappoint him of fupping at our houfe 
vith only my niother and me, ^s I had pro- 
nifed ; and I excufcd myfelf to Lady Bel- 
font. 

" Comment, vous ne venez pas chez mi- 
ladi*?-' faid the Prince. ; / 

- " No, not this evening.'* 

" Et que vont devenir les trios, et les 
quatuors, que nous devions exercer-f' ?'* 

I had not heard a word of them, I re- 
plied. 

" No," faid Lady Belfont; " I had taken 
the liberty, to alnfwer for- your joining the 
Prince and my aiece in looking over fome 
French opera comiques^ which he fent at my 
defire to-day — ^you are not aware what a 
charming mufician he is." 

I faid, I (hould be very ready to fialfil the 

♦ What, arc you not to be at Lady Bclfont's this 
evening ? 

f And what is to become of the trios and quartcttos . 
we were to have pradifed? 

vox. I. • ctv^^*^- 
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er\gagement lier Ladyfhip had made {or me, 
fonie other time. 

Would I give him leave, he aiked, to fefld 
me my part to look over io the -mean whik? 
If he pleaiedj I told hicn : I was not quite 
fo ready at French mufic as at Italian, .from 
being lefs ufed to it ; and, therefore, (hoiild 
be glad to make fure of not putting them . 
vout. — ^And with this we parted. 

•^ And pray when is this agreeable party 
to take place?'* aiked Colonel Malcohn, as 
ifoon as we had turned the comer. 

" I am fure I cannot tell — -you heard ail 
that I know of it.** 

" Yes, and rather more than I liked, 
Louifa, if I may be allowed to fpeak my 
mind. It is fingular how impoflible it feems 
to be, to put you upon yaur guard — for I 
am willing to fi^ppofc;, that you have no in- 
tention of giving this young fop an oppor- 
tunity of conveying a billet-doux in this 
mufic, which you have fo readily accepted 
.of/* 

'" Lord blefs me ! — intention. Colonel 
Malcolm! — how fhould I think, that it 
would come into his head> to take fuch a 
liberty ? 
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" But thefe are tbings, Louife,, that a per- 
fon Qught to think of, and that a little know- 
ledge of the world would fuggeft." 

" Well! I {hall learn' to be more upon 
my guard in taoie^— but I will lay you any 
wager, that the Prince tstkes no fuch ad- 
vantage." 

Y You have fornied a very detercDined 
opinion of hina, upon a very ihort acquaint- 
ance, Louifa.'* 

** I really am inclined, to think extremely 
well of him." , . ' 

" So I . perceive — and that merely from 
his having fallen upon a new mode of flat- 
tery." 

" No, indeed — I hope I have given you 
no reafon, to think fo of me. ^ judge from 
the candour, wifh which he has furnifhed 
me arms againft himfelf, in cafe he fliojjld 
ever be led into forgetting his prior en- 
gagement." 

" And you really do not feel the infult 
of that proceeding ?" v 

" Indeed I do not; .and I had hoped, 
that, when you faw him, you would judge 
differently of it : openncfs and integrity ap- 

O 2 
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pear to me the charafteriftics of his counte- 



nance." 



" You have paid very particular attention 
to it, it feems." 

" Not very particular — but did it ftrike 
you in any other light ?" 

" It ftruck me, that if I had met him 
any where out of his regimentals, I might 
have miftaken him for a hair-drefler." 

By this time we hid reached home; where 
we found the Dean with my mother, which 
put a flop to the difcuffion. 



July the ^Jl. — Colonel Malcolm came by 
the time we had breakfafted yefterday. My 
finging-mafter was with me. When he was 
gone, the Colonel faid, " I wonder you (hould 
continue to take leflbns of that impudent- 
looking fellow, Louifa ! You might by this 
time, 1 think, be more likely to improve 
his tafte than he your's.'' 

I faid, there was a fafliion in mufical tafte, 
as well as in drefs; and if one did not oc- 
cafionally modernize it by a few leflbns from 
any eminent matter that happened to be at 
Geneva, one's ftyle of finging would become 
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as completely out of date as the Chanoinefle 
de M — ^^'s, whom every one had liftened to 
with plealure in her youth, but which now 
had the fame effect in a concert, that her 
grandmother's wedding-gown would have at 
Madame de S 's aflembly. 

He did not underftand mufic fufficlently, 
to judge of the aptnefs of the companion; 
but he knew, that Fiammarelli was a man 
of extremely bad charader, and had injured 
the reputation of feveral of his fcliolars. 

My niother faid, (he had never heard of it 
before ; but that flie always made a point of 
flaying in the room, whilft I took my leflbn,. 
which, fhe trixited, would at any rate fecure 
me from the.cenfure of the world. 

How was the world to know that ? he 
wondered — and, begging pardon for inter- 
'fering, he coulcl not help obferving, that a 
man of that ftamp was a very improper per- 
fon to be admitted, in the capacity of a 
mafter, to fo young and fo lovely a creature 
as Louifa: indeed, for his own part, unlefs 
linging were taught by females, and the ex- 
hibition of it confined to a family circle, 
he muft fay, iie thought it equally injurious 
.in the acquiring, and in the pia&.\«. 

03 
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My mother could not at all agree with 
him there, and ftrenuoully defended her fa- 
vourite accompli(hment. 

I (aid^ I had no particular wifti tm go on 
WUh him, if there were fuch real obje<9:ions 
to his charafter; and- my mother, agreeing 
in the idea, that my tafte would now very 
well ftand its own ground, determined to 
difmifs him to-morrow; and fo there's an 
end of him; and I fhall have the more time 
for my drawing, which is full as agreeable to 
me : but it is odd we (houkf never have hap* 
pened to hear of this before, and ftill more 
fo, that none of thofe I have fincc men- 
tioned it to, agree in it. I fear Colonel Mal- 
colm is inclined to think the worft of people. 

I had fat clown to my frame, my mother 
had taken up her book, and Colonel Malcolm 
was writing letters, when a parcel and a 
letter were brought to my mother from 
Prince Polihiki. The Colonel ftarted — I 
felt triumphant : it was the mufic. — The 
letter, however, to Lady Riverfdale, proved 
to be only a blank cover, enclofing a flieet 
of pap.r cilreded to mc, which (he tofied 
upon n\y frame. 
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I was a little difcoocerted ; but, without 
hefitatioHj ioftantly read aloud feme verjr • 
pretty lines', complimentali'y to my voice, and 
doubting his own mufical talents for fecond-/ 
ing it, unlefs by the eflfed: of contrail:: in- 
fliort, the turn was both elegant and fprigbtly- 
— I fho.uld have been glad to have tranfcribed 
them for you ;. but you will foon find why 
I do not.^ 

Having read them, T laid them down, fay- 
iagy. " 1 did not fufpeft him of being a poet.'^ 

** Not only a poet, but a very pretty one, 
I think," faid my mother. 

** Well, Mifs Riverfdale ! was I right or 
wrong in my fuppofition ?" a(fced the Colo* 
ncl, with confiderable afpcrity. 

" O clearly wrong,'* playfully, ** for yot^ 
tiireatened mc with a billet .doux.'* 

And pray what do you call this ?'*-^ 
Not a billet doux, furely," faid I, a little 
alarmed at the increafing gloom, of his count- 
tenance. ^ 

" You had better take up your pen and 
anfvver him in verfe then," replied he taunt- 
ingly, " and that will fecure the next being , 
a little more explicit." 

04 
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*' If I wiflied it to be fo, perhaps I might 
follow your advice," faid I, much hurt ; *' but 
I truft, Colonel Malcolm, I have given you no 
grounds to form fuch an opinion of me upon/* 

" You encourage young men to write to 
you, and receive their letters favourably — 
what more could they poflibly look for in the 
time ?" 

*^ What!*' interrupted my mother, "open! 
— under cover to me — and fo delicately con- 
fined to the fobjed, that they might- have 
been addrefled to myfelf, if I fung as well as 
Louifa ! furely, nothing could he done in a 
manner more refpedtfuUy flattering, or better 
calculated to prevent mifconftrudion." 

*' If you will give them a fair perufal,'* 
faid I, holding them to him, " you will allow 
that there is not a word, which might not 
with equal propriety be addrefTed to his 
fifter." 

'' D — n the verfcs I'* faid he, fnatching 
them out of my hand in a rage, and tearing 
them into a thoufand pieces. 

I had never feen this fort of violence be- 
fore — and buril into tears. 

'^ Do you cry for your verfes, madam ? — 
convey your lamentations to their author, and 
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you will be made ample amends !'* exclaimed 
he, walking up and down the room furioufly. 
" Upon my word, . Colonel Malcolni,'* 
faid my mother, " this- is ufing Louifa in a 
manner, which I will not be a tame witnefs 
to." 

He fnatched up his hat, and biirft out of 
the room. 

You may believe, Henry, that he did not 
leave us in a very pleafant fituation. 

My mother faid, if humours like thefe be- 
trayed themfelves thus early, what was to 
become of me in future ? 

I anfwered, that I hoped I Ihould get tlxe 
better of them, by convincing him of their 
. unreafonablenefs^ — that juft at prefent his 
mind was fore with his approaching depar- 
ture; and this young man happening to ar- 
rive, and pay particular attentions to me,, 
might naturally enough create alarm in a 
. breaft, fomewhat too prone perhaps tojealoufy. 
" Somewhat too prone indeed I" flie re- 
peated with a deep figh. 
. Word w^s brought, that Catherine defired 
' to fee me — Javotte was taken worfe. I re* 
quefted my mother to go with me. 

We fouad the mealies coming out upoa 

"05 
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her- While we were giving dircftionS what 
fhould be done, the door opened and in 
burft Colonel Malcolm, with rage in his coun- 
tenance. 

Seeing my mother, however, feemed to 
check what he was going to fay. " I beg 
your pardon ladies,*' he ftammered, with fome 
confulion, and his look a little foftened. " I 
did not know you \yere both here — I did not 
mean to interrupt — what I^ have to lay will 
do as well another time." And he went out. 

" He thought to have fourifl you here 
alone, I fuppofe;*' faid my mother, *^ and 
was coming to apologize for his behaviour."^ 

I made no anfwer. — I was perfuaded from 
his appearance, that was not his errand. He 
had probably come within fight of the door 
after my mother had entered it \ and feeing 
me apparently go in alone, in defiance of 
his admonitions, had farther exafperated him ; 
and he came to purfue the quarrel :. but 1 
would not fay fo to my mother^ who was 
already but too much difpleafed with, Iniii^i^ 
and made very uneafy by it. 

You will believe, that I pafled but an ua- 
comfortable day. 
. in the evening I received a note from him, 

3 
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" begging a thoufand pardons for his warmth, 
and intemperate behaviour. He could not 
exift under the fenfe of having offended me 
— would I forgive an error which proceeded 
from excefs of love?— -might he throw him- 
felf at my feet to-morrow morning ?'* ' 

I anfweredj. thatrhis being fatisfied 6f the 
injuftice he had done me .was atonement fuf- 
ficient, and that, if he would come immedi- 
ately, he.lhould be-convinced by the cordi- - 
ality of his reception,, that I forgave him with- - 
cut fartherexplanation* . 

He came : our daily fe£ was here. He • 
looked agitated— but no iiotice was taken, . 
and every thing went, on in its ufual way; , 
only my mother was very dry to himl 



/2/7j/iA<?3fl(.-— Lady Belfont has taken a very ' 
pretty houfe at Secheron.*—- You will re- 
CQlled: it ; it- was inhabited by the chtirge 
d\affaire,s^ R— , two years ago; and (he : 
has a fpare bed in it for me, as (he cannot 
bear the thought, (he fays, of being always . 
o\)liged to part with me at the early hour of : 
fhutting the town gates. 

• A village upon the bordcra of the lake, at » littiii^ 
diAa nee. from Geneva. 

06: 
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She wifhed me to fpend the day with her 
yefterday r but it was the laft of Lady Mary 
Melvile arid Colonel Malcolm's being in Ge- 
neva, and I had devoted it to them. 

Mr. Melvile appeared at dinner; but was 
extremely (lately to every one, excepting his 
fifter, about whom he was~doublv affiduous, 
ejaculating every now and then to himfelf, 
" Peur Laffie !'' - 

He left us immediately after dinner ; and 
from the time we got rid of him, the con- 
verfation was very interefting, unreferved, and 
friendly. It took rather a melancholy turn, 
as you may fuppofe. Lady Mary depended 
upon hearing from me, fhe faid. — Colonel 
Malcolm had juft left the room. — ^* And 
though your delicacy, my fweet girl," added 
.Ihe, " has in fome refpefts thrown a referve 
on your part, in thefe beginnings of ourfricnd- 
fliip, L tru^fl to the example of frankncfs I 
have fet you, for inducing you to be more 
open in our corref|)ondcnce/' 

I faid it was the firil wifh of my heart, 
to conform to whatever (lie might exped: 
from me. 

" Why then,'* replied (lie, " I expeft, 
that, in writing to me, you ftiould confider me 

4 
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only as the nioft difinterefted. friend of your- 
felf and Colonel Malcolm ; and as one who 
prefers his liappinefs and yours to her own, 
or, I (hould rather fay, who can only now 
enjoy happinefs through your united means.'* 

Colonel Malcolm's return prevented her 
proceeding. I prefled her hand, in afleiTt 
to her generous injunftions, and we did not 
part without a plentiful efFufion of tears on 
both fides. 

They are not to fet out till late in this 
day ; but (he begged I would not call again, 
as Ihe could not bear taking leave in the 
moment of fetting out. 

I am expecting the Colonel every inftant— - 
I wifli the parting was over. 



' It is over, my deareft brother, — and he is 
gone. — 

I have not fpirits to add any thing more to- 

-day. 



4^A. — I was fo, unwell yefterday, as to be 
obliged to go to bed. I am better this 
morning ; but cannot yet compofe my fpirits. 

I know not how to defcribe to you, 
Henry, what I feel upon this feparatioa- l^ 
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the firft place, it forcibly brings back to my 
mind all the fiiffcrings of ailiil more painftjl 
one, that happened two months ago. Can it v 
be but two mpnths ? 1 ftiould deem it years, 
if L meafured it either by my regrets, or by 
the variety of circumftances . that, have oc- 
curred^ 

Cploner Malcolm has in . many refpefts 
fopplicd your place,. inybeft friend : he has 
watched: over< me— guarded me— entitled 
himfelf to my utraofl. gratitude, my mod 
afieftbnate efteem^ my- unbounded confi- 
dence : and.alLthcfc arc hb ia.tbcir fuUefti 
fenfe.— 7 

But now, I. am again left -alone, with thfe 
additional difficulty of feeling myfeif. bound 
to one, who, perhaps, has rather too much of. 
diftruft in bis. difpofition, either forJiis.own . 
happine.fs or min^ ; whom I have not yet bad • 
time perfeftly to convince of tbe integrity of' 
my heart, fo as to obtain that firm reliance 
upon my faith and honour, which can alone 
enfure us peace* 

My mother, more avowedly hoftile to him 
fince this laft difcovcry of the fufpicion and 
warmth of his temper, is not inclined to enter 
into the views, which ought alone, in future, 
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to aduate my conduft'. — I am, therefore, 
thrown wholly upon the guidance of»my in* 
experienced judgment. Guarded by my inte - 
grity from any fear of going aftually wrong, 
I yet have the dread of being drawn into the 
appearanc'e of it : for I fee " Ca*far's wife, 
piuft not even be fufpedted. '* ^ 

Colonel Malcolm yefterday ' made every 
proteftation of the moft paffionate love-^he 
moft perfe<^ efteem. He trufted entirely 
to my fincerity, — be relied implicitly!- upon 
my avowed preference for him; — and " O,'* 
faid he^ " recolle<5t — recoiled, Louifa, that 
my whole exiftence rs bound up in you. Will; 
you write with the fame opennefs,. that you-/ 
have ever fpoken to me I. will you enable me: 
to judge of every thought and feeling of your; 
ingenuous, unfufpicious mind?-, that Lmay, . 
equally at a. diftance as when, near, ftep in,- 
between you and every danger ?'*^ 

** Indeed Lwill, Colonel Malcolm ! I haver 
not — Inevei can have a thought, tkat I would 
wifli to conceal from you." 

"Will you forgive any uncafinefs I may 
have occafioned to you?'* 

** Lhave already forgiven — I cannot 'mif« 
take the motive*'* 
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" Will you regret — will you think of the 
wretched Malcolm ? for wretched indeed I 
muft now be, till I behold you again." 

" Let my tears fpeak for nie; — I can find 
no words." . ~^ 

He fell upon his knees — clafped me in his 
arms — fobbed. At length ftarting up, " I 
muft, — I muft tear myfelf away." He ran 
out of the room. 

My mother met him in the veftibule; — 
He took both her hands and kifled them; 
** O do not — do not be my enemy! you 
know not what a miferable wretch I am ;'* 
and, without giving her time to anfwer, he 
ran out. 

He had forgotten his hat — his cane — (he 
fent them after him. William faw him ftep 
into the carriage ; but he took no notice of 
him. — He fecmed abforbed in thought. 

Yet, why, my Henry, (hould he be fo very 
wretched } his abfence is but for a fliort 
time. The woman he honours with his affec- 
tion has devoted her life to him: Still the 
uncertainty of his ever being enabled to claim 
that promife ; the pofiibility of being detained 
months in humiliating felicitation, and per- 
haps difappoiated at laft i — my mother fo 
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avowedly contrary to his wjftiesj — true in- 
deed, Malcolm ! vou have but too much 
caufe foF unhappinefs. 

I am very, very low indeed, my beloved 
friend, O that you wereiiere, to help me to 
underftand myfelf ! ~ 



6//^— Lady Belfont came ycflerday and 
invited herfelf to ftay the day with us.^ Lady 
Barbara was gone in a party upon the lake 
with Madame d^Urtifej — they became ac- 
quainted at the play. 

The fight of Lady Belfont was balm to my 
wounded mind. 

** I fee, my love, that you are unhappy,** 
faid (he, " and I partly know the caufe ; but. 
I am too warmly interefted in you, to be fatis- 
fied with the partial information, that has 
been given me. Imuft have you forget how 
lately we have become acquainted : recollecft, 
that I am the adopted daughter of Lady Ri- 
verfdale's beft friend, and let that tellimony 
ftand me inftead of fome montlis' intercourfe; 
anticipate the moment of that confidence, 
which would naturally flow from our longer in- 
timacy: for, the folidity of your underftand ing 
feems to fink the difference between our ages ; 



306 LETTERS OF - 

and you have taken flich entire poffeffion of 
my afFeftions, that it i^ iinpaflibte your feel- 
ing heart fhpuld not in time make me fome 
return. Trufl me, in the meanwhile, upon 
my own teftimony i I will never give you 
reafon to repent of il." 

I threw my arms about her neck, while 
tears of gratitude ft reamed from ray eyes. 
** O, my dcareft: Lady Etelfont ! it will be the 
^ pride of my lifer to merit thfs exceiSfive good- 
nefs; my heart feemed to expand to yours, 
from the ^rft moment I behdd youv; and I 
fh'ould have been a mortiftcd, unhappy crea- 
ture, if I had not fo^and favour in your fight. 

** Indeed you are in little danger of ever 
finding yourfelf that mortified creature with, 
any one ; even Lady Barbara, who is nof over- 
indulgent in her judgments, does you juftice 
in her way ; only you are rather too good for. 
her, (lie fays, or at leaft witliing to be thought 
fo, and that is worfe." 

" I wifli I dcferved part of Lady Barbara's 
accufation, I don't mean tliat of hypocrify :. 
but your Ladyfhip will foon find, when you 
read my heart, as you kindly tell me you 
wilh to do, how far I am. from bdng too 
gaod." 
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" Well, open the book, my love, and let 
me judge." 

^' I don't know where to begin/* 

" Why, at the firft page, to be fure ; or 
even with the preface, if you choofe it.** 

. " That will make a long ftory of it, ma- 
dam." ' 

** I have nothing half fo intereftingto dcs 
as to attend to it, Mifs Riverfdale." 

" Call me Louifa,. then, and that will en- 
courage me to familiarity." 

" My fweeft JLouifa ! come, fet me be your 
fcc6nd mother, the mother of your choice; 
I (hall emulate Lady Rivcrfdale in affcdtion ; 
but not being quite fo advanced in years as 
(he is> my ideas may perhaps coincide more 
readily with yours, and make me more fufcep- 
tible of entering into your feelings, than (he 
probably might think it' right to feem to doj- 
for, with all poflTible goodnefs in Lady Ri- 
^erfdale's appearance, I can perceive there is 
a little maternal aufterity abdut her, that 
keeps you fometimes at a diftance, when your 
heart would prompt you to dr^w near." 

" Have you already, my deareft madam, 
difcovered that ? how penetrating you are I 
I4OW much (bould one fear you^ if ocv«i Vc^d 
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any thing to hide ! You have perhaps hit upon 
the only fault, to be attributed to my mother. 
She is one of the nobleft and beft of women; 
but llie does fometimes throw me off, when 
my heart wants moft to lean to her, and I 
fear that may, in more than one inftance, have 
driven me wrong. But you will now judge 
for me, my dear Lady Belfont ; and, if you 
vouchfafe me your advice, you (hall find how 
thankfully I v;ill upon all occafions follow it." 

I then told her every particular of my fitu- 
ation with Colonel Malcolm. ^ She afked 
many queftions, for more minute information, 
as I went on; (lie did juftice to the noble 
parts of his charafter ; Ihe (hed tears for poor 
Lady Mary -, (he had never met with another 
inftance, ihe faid, of fuch (imple, unafFefted 
great nefs of mind. But w4ien I camx to re- 
peat the converfation, in which (he unfolded 
to me the natural jealoufy of his temper, and 
relate my fubfequent engagement to hinr, 
(lie exclaimed, " O good God! Louifa; — 
and have you bound yourfelf ? I cannot bear 
the thought!" 

" My deareft Lady Belfont, was I not 
bound in honour and gratitude before ? the 
mere words of a prornvfe oiA^ N^e.re wanting; 
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and I took that ftep, to guard againfl: the very 
jealoufy (he had .warned me of/* 

" Nothing will ever guard you againft it^ 
my love — you have tied yourfelf down to 
be miferable; O that" Lady Mary could have 
engaged his affections !" 

I felt hurt, and I fuppofe looked fo; for, 
checking herfelf, (he added, " I beg your 
pardon, Louifa; I am judging too haflily 
perhaps — folicitude for your welfare drew, 
whai 1 have faid from me ; but I am open 
to conviction ; let me hear the remainder." 

I candidly told her all, not even omitting^ 
his diflike to Lady Barbara. 

" And now you have been fo very Tioneft, 
my charming girl, I think I need not hefitate, 
to afk you one queftioh more. — Does your 
diftrefs arife . wholly from Malcolm's ab- 
fence?" ' 

" And from the fear of not conducing 
myfdf entirely to his fatisfadtion-— indeed it 
does!" 

" You are really then determined, to run 
every riik, in giving him your hand ?" 

" I appeal to your Lady (hip, whether, 
after the folemn promife given, I can even 
allow myfelf to coafider it as a queftioaJ* 
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"Why,' to fpcak candidly, in true ho- 
nour and delicacy, I am afraid not ; and yet 
I could almoft wi(h, you thought left confci* 
entioully upon this occafion." 

" Indeed, Lady Belfont, you do not know 
half Colonel Malcolm's great-and good qua- 
lities, or you would not be fo much tis 
enemy. 

" Well, my dear, I will fay no move upon 
the fubjeft, thlen; and we muft endeavour, 
to make the beft of what cannot be Femedied : 
in this fituation therefore, you have no choice 
left, but that of conforming in ev^ry refpeft 
to what you fuppofe he would require of 
you, if he were here." 

" Of this I am perfeftly fenfible, and it is 
what makes me fo anxious for your Lady- 
Ihip's prudent advice, which, if you encourage 
me to refort to it, I will never take a ftep 
without." 

" Depend upon me, as far as my judg- 
ment can go, on every occafion ; and in the 
firft place, Louifa, I am fure it is fcarcely 
neceflaryjto point out, that prudence calls up- 
on you, not to encourage the intimacy Prince 
Polinfky feems folic'rtous for. He is an ami- 
able^ good yourig man^ whom I have long 



I 
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intimately known, from his having been re- 
commended to Lord fielfontS care at Turin ; 
and I never iaw any thing in him, but what 
was equally to the credit of his heart and his 
underftanding : -at thiie Ikme time, I believe his 
head might be led aftray by a lefs attra6bivc 
tempter than yourielf ; and therefore mi inti- 
anaqr m»ight he attended with Teal danger, 
independently of Colonel Malcolm's difplea- 
&rc.'^ 

•* Certainly, Madean, I :s¥Quld wi(h to 
avoid meeting him altogether, if poffihle.'*^ 

" That, my love, cannot well be, in fo 
confined a circle as we move in here, and par* 
ticularly from his intimacy in roy family — 
and any affedted referve or fhynefs on your 
part would expofe you to fome little degree 
©f ridicule, after what has already paffed be- 
tween you, and be as wrong on the .one hand, 
as too much encouragement would be on tlie 
other. But, fleeled as you are by your 
afFedion for Malcolm, and guarded by very 
uncommon good Tenfe, you will readily Arifcc 
out fiich a mode of .condudt with^him, as 
will effedually draw the hne againft all con- 
fidential intercouife, which might impercep- 
tibly lead you on beyond yAi^t you yourCelvti 
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would be aware of; at the fame time that 
you need not deviate from that general eafe 
and cheerfulnefs, which is fo natural in you 
to every one." 

" I (hould think, Lady Belfont, we had ' 
better not admit him here as a vifitor?" 

*' I do not fee, after the liberty Lady 
Riverfdale has given him, that you can very 
well avoid it, without giving him more con- 
fequence by the exclufion, than you would 
choofe ; but by no means let him get a footing 
of intimacy in your houfe — only receive him 
as you do all the refpeftable foreigners in 
Geneva/' 

I thanked her a thoufand times for her 
kindnefs, and cannot exprefs to you how my 
heart is relieved by it. O, my Henry ! I now 
again begin to feel fafe, as when I had you 
to fly to, and am certain I (hall not go 



wrong. 



Lady Belfont is quite charmed with the 
account I have given her of you. She knows 
Madame de Sainval, admires your fortitude 
and pov^r over yourfelf there — ^^fays fhe is a 
moft enchanting little creature, and as good 
as (he is charming. So we thought, you know; 
but it is fatisfadory to have one's opinions con- 
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firmed by ft judicious an obferver as Lady 
Belfont ; (he hopes you will give me leave to 
(how her your letters — (he muft be better 
acquainted with you> (he fays ; you willhavc 
no objedion, I am fure, my deareft brother. 
I cannot help being a little grati(ied, 
Henry, that I (hould have judged fo much 
more fairly of my new acquaintance, than 
Colonel Malcolm has done. Lavater for ever ! 
and I think he will take Lady Belfonfs word, 
though he would not mine. 



"jth. — Lady Belfont has infilled upon my 
mother's allowing me, to fpend to morrow 
with her at Secheron, and ftay there till the 
next day ; for (he will not part with me in 
the evening; and we are to make a trial of 
thofe little unfortunate duets, &c., which 
brought me into fuch a fcrape. 

Lady Barbara will bring Madame d*Urti(cJ 
and their fuite home from the play ; and it is 
to be a very gay j^arty. 

Mrs. Freeman, the Dean, and general 
Forlaix have engaged, to make up my mo- 
therms reverfis ; fo I (li?ill go with a quiet 
confcience. 

;voL. I. B 



1 
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grrt. — I Am returned from Secherott, my 
deareft brother^ and find my ^mother quite 
iveiL 

The day paflcd delightfully, in the moft 
comfortable tSte A Ute with Lady Betfont, 
who rifes upon mc every moment.. 

The garden is pretty, and commandi 
a beautiful view of the Lake, as you will 
recollcA ; but (he has improved it very much, 
by contriving to form fome charmingly retired 
feats, furround^d by green-houfe plants— 
(he is as fond of a garden as I am, and was 
much pleaied to find I had a turn for 
botany. 

I found her bufy among her flower pots, 
difpofing them to the beft advantage ^ and 
when (he has tired herfelf with gardening, 
(he fays, (he likes to fit and work or read out 
of doors : that, you know, is one of my great 
enjoyments too, I told her, if (he would let 
me read to her, while (he worked, it would be 
an inexpre(rible indulgence to me. There 
was nothing (he liked better, — that was the 
only thing, in which Lady Barbara fuited 
her, whodetefted work, (he faid, but would 
read aloud by the hour; but then it was 
always lying, either upon her bed, or upon 
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her fofa ; a flight fliare of ill health having 
lerved as an excufe for giving way to her na- 
tural incidence, and the foreign cuftom mak- 
ing it no exclufion to vifitors, (he was hardly 
ever at eafe, but when (he .could indulge it. 

Lady Belfont's mind is highly improved by 
reading. Every thing, that female literature 
ought to extend to, (he has made her own i 
and (he has fuperadded all the advantage, that 
feeing much, and refledting fiiore, can give—* 
not, like Lady Barbara, with a view to fet 
herfelf off by the difplay, but to treafure up 
in her mind the benefit, and fecure to herfelf 
the ineftimahle comfort both of living and 
thinking well* * , 

Lady Barbara on the contrary, I believe:, 
has extended her iludies to many things, that 
delicacy would preclude the female mind 
from ; and values herfelf upon the honefty of 
Avowing it. Lady . Belfont never quotes ; 
and though her converfa-tion is evidently 
formed upon what flie has read, it is from 
having thoroughly digefted and arranged it. 

About nine o'clock came la bande joyeufcs 
Madame dMJrtife, Lady 3arbpira, Lord 
Gxaati^i, ^-pnce Polinlki, Mr. Burnaby—- 
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the mufical praftice was eagerly and in- 
flantly propofed. 

I was in hopes, by means of Madame 
d'Urtife, to ha\-e gotten off from my part, (he 
being fo much more of an adept in that ftyle 
of mufic, and equally ready with myfelf in 
Zinging at fight ; .but my propofal was im- 
mediately over- ruled ; (he herfelf, indeed, 
ftrenuoully infilling upon the total impoffi- 
bility of her uttering a note, having a dreadful 
cold ; of which, however, there did not ap- 
pear the flighteft fymptom. I had reafon to 
think afterwards, that Mr. Biirnaby's not be- 
ing very fond of mufic, and her preference for 
his converfation, were probably the true mo- 
tives of her declining to take a (hare in it. 

You -cannot imagine what a charming 
mufician the Prince is. He plays and accom- 
panies admirably, and fings with infinite 
tafte .and expreffion, though without much 
voice. !He Jiasl^^fides accuftomed hinifelf in 
Itilyy'Xo'hnprvviyarelboth words and mufic; 
and he will compofe whole fcenes of an opera, 
recitative and all, without a moment's he- 
fitation, in a very extraordinary manner. 
Were they committed to paper, perhaps 
neither the poetry nor the mufic might ftand 
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the tcft of criticifm ; but to the ear they arc 
charming. AdcJ to all this a talent, which I 
believe is very pecuiiarly his own ;' you may 
lay any thing before him, either in verfe or 
profe, provided there be ientiment in it, and 
he will give you the expreffion of it upon the 
piano forte, without the afSftance of words*. 
He played the fufferings and death of the 
poet Haller, till he thrcw^fome of us intp 
tears^ He afterwards took up a newfpaper, 
that happened to be lying abput, and reftored 
us to mirth again by the drollery, with wKichlie 
played the paragraphs, ad vertifements and alL 
Lady Barbara faid, laughing, I wi(h he 
would confute Lord Grant in's arguqaent in 
favour of Metaflafio, by playing fome of 
Homer — ^The book was opened at one of the 
battles ; and one could hardly haye con*, 
ceived the poffibility of conveying an idea, 
as he did, of the different modes of death 
fp varioufly defcribed. The partmg of Heclor 
and Andromache was more eafy ; though the. 
fright of young Aftyanax at the helmet' re- 
quired fome imagination. — In fhort, . he 

• The editor has under Hood that the late Lad )^ Ha- 
mil con pofTeiTed this talent in an eminent degree. , 

p 3 
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nailed us to our feats for two hours after 
fupper ; and I hardly recollcdl ever to have 
been fo much entertained— and all that he 
does, too, is fo perfedly free from affedation, 
and fo evidently meant to pieafe, that it 
cannot fail of its cfFedV, even with thofe who 
are not qualified to judge of his performance. 
Lady Belfont had fome pretty Englifh 
lines, which (he defired him to {et to mulic; 
' but not being fufficiently mailer of the lan- 
guage, he laid the emphafis wrong. L.ord 
Grantin faid, he was very fare I could do it, 
if I pleafed ; for he had heard me fing fevcral 
things of my own compofition, that were 
pkno di gujto^. I rather wiftied to decline 
the attempt ; but Lady Barbara obferving, 
with a farcaftic fneer, that the lines were not 
half pathetic enough for Mifs Riverfdale, I 
was provoked to fit down Immediately to the 
inftrument, and compofed a little air, which 
they all faid was welt adapted j th€ words arc 
certainly pretty. I tranfcribe them for you. 

The dew-drop fhines on yonder flower. 
In fleeting fplendor gay ; 
It boalU the glitter of an hour, 
Stol'n from a tranflent ray. 

• Keplete with tafte. 



I 
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So lo'oe^s enchantment paints tho nuid^ 
Bids fair deluflons rife ; ' 

But foon ideal beauties fade. 
And pafllon's Tapour flks. 

See Friefuljhip like the diamond fhine> 
With innate luftre bright ; 
It cheers us by a beam divine, 
' And fcoms a borrow'd light. ^ 
From mental beauty friendfhip grows. 
Strong as the diamond's ray; 
Love, like the ihort liv'd dew-4rop gl&\r9. 
That twinkles on the fpray. 

The PriiKe took down the notes in pencil^ 
as I played the atr» and promifed to ink them 
over for Lady Belfont this morning ; and, if I 
would give him ]eave» he would alfo bring 
me a copy oixU for he found it neceiTary to 
f^ek pleas, he faid, for obtaining ** les entities 
fhez Miladi Rwer/dalcy dont le cMtetm 
meparoit plus au mains inaccejible ♦/* 

** Not in the leaft,'* I anfwered, ** we had 
unluckily-j^een from home both the times he 
had done us the honour of calling, but 
(hould be very glad to fee him/* 

He hoped I had not been offended at the 

* Admiflion at Lady Riverfdale*Sj whofe chateau 
appears to a certain degfee^ inaccelTible. 

'4 . 
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liberty he had taken of fending the lines 
my voice hadtnfpired him with ; by enclofing 
them to my Lady he had endeavoured to 
guard againft every appearance of impro- 
priety. 

, I faid, he did me honour, and my mo- 
ther and I had joined in admiring his poetic 
talents. 

If they had afforded me an inftant*s plea- 
fure, he (hould kt more value upon them, 
than ever he had done before. 

I had endeavoured at fupper, without 
afFeAaHon, to avoid fitting next him, by 
taking Lady Belfont's arm, and going to the 
feat between her and Mr. Burnaby : But> 
following quick, he exclaimed, " Aht 
cUtix dames enjimble 1 c'eft hnpoffible ! ily a 
lojtg ferns qiiefairhonneurd'Hre le cava- 
LiERE SERVENTE de Miladi Belfo7it ; et 
ajfiir^ment ce iHeJt pas dans ce moment ciy 
que je renonctrai atix di^oits qite ce litre vie 
donne^'y' in> faying which, he flipped in be- 
tween us. 

• Ha ! two ladies together ! — that's impofllble. I 

have a long time had the honour of being the cwvaliere 

/er^enfe of Lzdy Belfont; and certainly on tjiis occafion 

/ (hall not forego the n^Vvts, x.Vv\^ VvoTvouiable fituatioo 

^ives me. 



MISS RIVEHSDALE. ' 3^1 

He threw out two or; three hints, glancing^ 
at Colonel Malcolm, abqut whom he feemed 
to wifti for more irtformation ; but I warded 
ofFthe fubjed. 

One thing he faid was, that he hoped I 
gave him credit for his difcrction the other 
evening at the Treitley in not- Sordn^ his 
coriverfation upon me, ,when:I feemed den 
fiirous to (hun \t-^u'ili croyoit nVavdir^de- 
vind *,' and that he wiftied to (how me how 
difmtereiledly he could conduct himfelf. 

I felt embarraffed, and foolifhly anfwered, 
that;! did not know what he meant. 

* Ah i : danS'Ce moment ci vous riites 
pas finnhre^ car. vous me comprenez de reje^^ 

Recovering: a. little, J anfwered, that the 
beft proof he eould give me of that difcretion, 
which i he 'boaftdd of, . .would be in avoiding 
thofibfubgefts^ that forced meto infincerity. - 

Hei bowed fubmiffion,. and faid no mope. . 

Madameid'Urtife held foith »at fupper, as 
if iAtjC; wiftied to makt amends for having 
withdrawn herfelf fa much from the reft of 

• He thought he had gu^jfled my wifh. . 
t Juft BOW you are not quite ^ncer^j for you 
pret^ well underftandme. r. ( 
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the company before ; for (he had retired to 
a window, where (lie and Mr. Burnaby ha4 
continued whifpering during the whole of 
t^e pradtice. She made fome diverting ob- 
fervations, intermixed with a profufion of 
nonfenfe^ which; the Prince archly whifpered 
Lady Belfont and mer feemed to, couler de 
fource *. 

Lady Barbara faid, after they were gone, 
•*. (he is a charming creature— (he is fo very 
natural." 

" One would almoft be tempted to wifti 
her a little lefs fo/* Lady Belfont anfwered. 

She had been very much prefled, to take a 
(hare of my bed, inftead of going to the innf ; 
but fhe perfifted in preferring the inn. 

Lady Belfont is by no means pleafed with 
her. " She is a filly, giddy wonian, I am 
afraid,'* faid (he to me this morning. 

I was furprifed at any thing fo hadh from 
her, and anfwercd, " She is good-humoured, 
but unthinking, I believe.** 

" You are willing to make the beft of her, 
Loiufa; but (he muft go a little beyond want 

• Flow fram nature. 

f There is no returning into Geneva after the gates 
are ihut> without applying to the commandant. 
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of thought, to expofe herfelf, as (hfc docs, with 
a married man." ' 

*^ A married man ! g6od heavens ! is Mr. 
Burnaby a married man ? furely then (he 
does not know it I" , 

« I (hould think (he muft/* replied fhc, 
" from her intimacy with his party, who 
would fo naturally, in the courfe of common 
converfation, mention it. He married jt^rigbt^ 
ful old woman for her forttine, to whom he 
behaved as flic might have expeftcd he 
would ; that is, he left her the moment he 
had gotten pofleffion of her property^ and has 
been abroad ever fince, amufing himfelf at her 
expenle, and doing foolifli things wherever 
he has gone. He is, as you fee,, ^very handr 
fbme; and' you have as certainly pcrcejvedr 
that he is very weak : add to this^ that be is 
wrongheaded and violent, by which happy 
combination he is conllantly getting himfelf 
into fecapes. I cannot think how Barbara 
could be (b unguarded, as to' pick him up 
here ; for we fludiouily avoided him in Italy. 
And let me afk you, by the bye, my Jove^ how 
it happens^ that you fliouid be fo intimate witii 
a woman, fo unlike you in every xcfpeft ?** 
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I explained to her the conncdtion be- 
tween Madame d'Urtife's father and mine 
abroad,' and the obligations he had laid bim 
under, which made it impoffible for my mo- 
ther to avoid receiving her, at his requeft, 
in her prefent unproteded ftate, even into 
our family, if flie had chofen it ; but, fortu- 
nately.ibr us, fhc did not incline to fubmit to 
that fortlof reftraint. 

Lady Belfont faid, this accounted for what 
had more than once puzzled her, fince (he 
had feen us ; and it was a provoking thing, 
to be hampered with fo undefirable an inti- 
mate. 

I replied, that (he feemed very well inclined, 
to relieve us from the burden of her com- 
pany ; that we feemed to fuit her tafte as 
little as (lie fuited ours -y. for that (ince her 
return from Laufanne (lie had never been 
near us. Lady Belfont rejoiced to hear it. 

rvince Polinlki came in ; — he was come to 
keep his word with Lady Belfont, and wi(hed 
to copy my little corapo(ition in my pre- 
fence, that, in cafe he had made any miftake 
in noting it down, I might corfeft it : for the 
flighted deviation would be an injury to it^ 
he faid. 3 
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• When he unfolded it, the friftion of his 
pocket had fo completely defaced the pen- 
cilling, that there, was no reading it at alL 
He took a pefl> and immediately wrote un- 
der it ; — 

Le crayon trop leger qui tra9a ton onvrage, 
S*eft prefqu' elFace dans un jour ; 
Ce n'eft pas cetui dont (e fert Tamour^ 
Quand il nous trace ton image *. 

How elegant and pretty, Henry ! — I felt 
a little confufed, though I don't know why; 
for it was a mere galanterie^ that might have 
been addrefled to any one ; but only it oc- 
curred to me at the moment, that Colonel 
Malcolm would not have been pleafed with it. 

Might he conduft me home ? he a/ked ; 
the day was fo cool and fine, that h« con- 
cluded I Ihould walk. 

Lady Belfont, feeing me at a loft, anfwered, 
that (he was going to convey me in the cha^ 
riot, as we had fome bufinefs, tliat would take 
lis a little out of our way ; and was foiry (he 

• Thfe flight marks of my pencil, wfticfe traced your 
A0tei> are almoft efface^ in a fingle day. Not Aich is 
the pencils with which Love traces your image on our 
heart. 
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could not, on that account, offer him the 
firapontin^. 

He looked difappointed ; but faid he 
would write a fair copy of the fong, which 
he had reftored from recolleftion, and bring 
it to Lady Riverfdale's in the evening, if he 
might. 

He was very obliging, I told him, but we 
were not to be at home in the evening. In 
fedl we were engaged to Mrs'. Freeman's ; but 
I did not name her, left he might think it an 
opening for meeftng us there. 

He faid no more, and foon after left us. 

Lady Barbara did not make her appear- 
ance : flie breakfafts in bed, and feldom 
leaves it till eleven or twelve o'clock. 

I feel quite (Jiocked in regard to Madame 
d'Urtife, my deareft brother, and do not 
know what to do; — whether it would be 
better, to mention the circumftance to her, by 
way of putting her upon her guard — but it 
ieems taking upon myfelf fo flrangely, for a 
girl like me, to admonifh a woman of thirty. 
I will mention it to my mother : (he will 
certainly be the propereft perfon to interfere. 

^ Foreign built chariots have a little front feat, f« 
called, which is raifed occs&Qt^U^ foi a third perfoa. 
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Lady Riverfdale is wcry unwilling to med- 
dle in it — flic doubts the chance of doing any 
good. She thinks worfe of Madame d'Urtifet 
than I apprehended, and believes her capable 
of going any length : and where there is nei* 
ther principle nor fenfe to work upon» what 
good can caution or advice do ? 



lolk. — We went to Mrs. Freeman's^ and 
who fliould come in, but Prince Poliniki ? 
brought by Lord Grantin. 

He looked agreeably furprifcd at feeing 
me, and, coming up, faid, ^^ chance is more 
favourable to me than you are, for you would 
not tell me where your engagement was this 
evening." 

'* Did you aik mc ?** faid I, a little embat- 
rafied. 

" I waqted jcourage to take (uch a liberty,*^ 
faid he ; " but if you allow me to do fo, I 
(ball take care, not to let my happinefs reft 
upon chance in future,"^ 

This was uttered with a look of fo much 
meaning, that it feemed to call for a check 
from me. " And will you take care alfo,** 
I ^tcphcdj ^* when you write to the friend 
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you defired me occafionally to put you' iir 
mind of, to inform her, that you arc now fafc 
in meeting a young woman every evening, 
whom you at firft fight deemed it prudent to 
guard yourfelf againft ?'* 

He looked a little abaOied, but a^fwered> 
" Surely you are niore fevere, thaa there k 
occafion for ; I had no idea of denying myfelf 
the gratification of being in your company; 
fo long as I <io not -forget, what I -owe to you 
and myfelf in it, you would not deprive tan 
of fo innoceata.fatisfadion !'^ 

I felt, that it might appear like vanity 'in 
me, to fay any more ; or that he- might co.v 
ft?rue it into fe^r of myfelf-in regard to hiins . 
though I do not believe he would : he fecnw 
very free from any conceit of thatfort. How- 
ever, I faid, jokingly, " you mud be the -bed 
judge in- that refpedl: I ihave-(hown you. 
in the. meanwhile, I am afraid, how ealily^ 
girl is led J to fancy herfelf a dangerous crea- 
ture/' 

*^ Ah ! you run no rilk of going beyond, 
the truth, in regard to yourfelf there/* ex- 
claimed he. 

They had fat. down to cards, .and JL»ord 
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Grantin went away ^; fo that the Prince and 
I remained in a fort of tHe-h-Ute. I drew 
near the card-table. * 

He requefted ray attention to fomething' 
very interefting to a younger fifter of his, 
which he fhould be glad of my opinion upon, 

I told him, I thought Lady Belfont much 
better qualified than myfelf, to give advice 
in any matter of importance. 
, If I deemed him too prefuming, or that I, 
diftrufled him, he had done ; but he owned,, 
he had fet his heart uppn obtaining my friend- 
fhip, and proving himfelf not unworthy pf it ;. 
and while his wilhes were fo very blamelefs,. 
he did not fuppofe, I could have any reafon 
for drawing back from them r he had already 
ften enough of me, to be certain I Was equally 
above afFe<5tation of prudery. 

* The reader willr douBtl^fs be ftrack with many 
little negligences in Louifa's (lyle, againil which (he 
would probably have guarded had (he cxpedled her 
cbrrefpondence would have been fubmitted to any other 
cf)'e, than that of a partial brother. The mixture of 
appeals to her brother, and canvafiings of her own 
thoughts, may alfo julWy be excepted againft,'as not be- 
longing to journal writing : but it was her mode, and • 
therefore has been refpeded by the editor, who might 
have deflroyed. both the character and the ftamp of 
originality, in the attempt to makcu xaoj.^ tc«xt^» 
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I faid, I hoped I wa; ; but I believed the 
worid was not ^ways inclined to be indul- 
gent to a friendly intimacy between very 
young people, and, circumftanced as he knew 
me to be, I was Aire he would not wilh me, 
to provoke its cenfure. 

He would facrifice himfelf in any (hape, 
rather than expofe me to it ; but, guarded 
aild lurrounded as he always faw me, and 
(landing high in the opinion of all that knew 
me, I might (et detraction at defiance : and 
therefore he repeated his requeft, that he 
might confult me as a brother upon tfiii 
occafion. 

What could I fay, my dear brother ? how 
could I avoid liftening to him, without in- 
curring the very imputation, he had juft fet 
me above ? 

I returned to the table by the window, 
where I had been at work, and he entered 
into a circumftantial detail relative to this 
fitter, who has got inlS a fituation of fomc 
difficulty, which he is anxious to extricate 
her from. You would have been pleafed 
with the fentiments he ex'prefled ; fo much af- 
fection for his fifter ! fo fenfible ! fuch manly, 
true feeling \ he ruote xVvaxi ouq^ brought 
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tears into my eyes, by recalling my beloved 
brother to* my mind. He had written her a 
letter of advice, which he requefted me to 
look, over, and which would do honoar to 
any head, and any heart. 

I could only agree in all he had faid and 
done : there did not appear to n^e, to remain 
any thing to be fuggefted. He feemed highly 
gratified with the approbation, which I tefti- 
iied, indeed which it was impoffible to with- 
held from him. He is truly a very amiable 
young man,^ and I feel quite anxious, to open 
Colonel Malcolm's eyes about him. Noble 
and honourable as he is bimfelf, he muft love 
^thofe qualities in others; and. if once his 
doubts and fears were removed^ he muft allow, 
that the choice of fuch a friend as Prince 
Polin&i is a credit both to one's heart and 
judgment. 



I i//i. — I have made a difcovery I little ex- 
pedled indeed, my dear brother. Colonel 
Malcolm's fufpicions are intolerable ; — this is 
a humiliation, I was not prepared for — but 
yoii (hall judge, what I otfg/it to feel upon it. 

I had defired of Catherine, that the inftant 
Javotte might iafely vcntutc m\.o\}cA ivt^^^ 
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would bring her to us, which fhe did this 
morning; and immediately began apologi- 
fing for the Colonel's having broken in upon 
us in her room the other day ; adding, (be 
did not believe he knew we were there ; foe 
till then he had always inquired firft, before 
he would come in. With much aftonifliment 
to find he had been in the pradlice of going 
to her houfe, I afkedwhat his bufmefs with her 
might be;— could you have believed Jt ?-r 
to fift her in regard to the frequency of my 
vifits therp, and afcertain whether Javotte 
was the real and only motive for thefh ; and 
to endeavour to bribe her, to communicate 
to la Grange, during his abfence, any meffages 
or notes, that might be left with her for me; 
which the good creature rejedled, and,.per- 
fedlly uncoafcious of his meaning, in the af- 
fedionate fimplicity of her heart, boaftcd, 
that all our fervants (and Joe in particular) 
were too much attached, to fuffer any one 
from out of doors to do any thing of that 
fort for me. This had probably fuggefted to 
him the degrading thought, that Joe might 
be a dangerous perfon to leave about me ; for 
I inftantly recollcdcd apropofal he had made 
a very few days before Vvv^ dc\i^\\.wv^^ that my 
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mother ftiould recommend Toe to Lord Gran- 
tin as a means of advancement; and that 
upon Joe*s rejecting the offer, and declaring 
Re would not leave us upon any confideration. 
Colonel Malcolm had betrayed vexation as 
well as difappointment, which at the time I 
took little notice of, but which now forcibly 
and painfully recurred to me. 

To be thus cruelly — thus meanly fufpefted 
of duplicity, of want of principle— of art — • 
at a moment too, that he 'was aflTuring me of 
his reliance upon my faith and (incerity— • 
when I was making every facrifice to con- 
vince him of t'hem-*-to have this old la 
Grange placed as a fpy over nie. 

My heart is ready to burft with indigna- 
tion. I muft have recourfe to Lady Belfont 
for counfel and relief. 



Henry to Louisa. 

London^ 2d July> 17I 

' You' may believe, my dear Louifa, with 
What trembling anxiety I looked for the pac- 
ket, that haJjufl reached me — and my heart 
links within me at its contents. — I was not 
prepaced for this precipitate determinatioa o€ 
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your fate ; — I faw, that you were involving 
yourfelf in difficulties ; — I trembled at the 
danger^ to which your future happinefs was 
expofed/and from that very gentleneis and 
generofity of temper, by which it ought to 
have been ei^ured. But a decifion of fuch 
moment at feventeen ! Had your hand been 
folicited by thq very man whom I have de- 
icribed, endowed with virtue, and blefied mth 
every advantage under heaven, I would have 
flown from the remoteft part of the world, to 
have prevented a hafty jH'omife. 

Lady Mary MelVile too, apparently fent 
like a guardian angel,- to ftep between you 
and your doom, only ferving to accelerate it. 
She — fl>e was calculated for Malcolm ; and, 
from her age, her knowledge of his character, 
and her long tried attachment, might have 
been happy with him, and made him fo ;— 
not the youthful, blooming, fprightly Louifa. 
It will be matter of never ceaiing concern to 
me, that I was not at hand, to give you that 
fupport, which you had been accuflomed to 
receive from me ; and precifely in the moft 
critical circumftance of your life, when you 
were in that fort of difficulty and perplexity, 
from which the aid of a friend might have 
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extricated you j — for, paradoxical as it may 
feemto yoU| my dearcft girl, had the very 
enemy, from whom you, at prefent, think your* 
felf fo fafe, aftually furprifed you, 1 (hould 
fiot have thought my abfencc of half the 
confequencej though even in that cafe I 
muft have regretted, both for myfcif and you, 
the reciprocaifatisfadionof leaning and being 
leaned upon : but where the more powerful paf- 
fions are engaged, neither advice nor experience 
will- avail ; nothing can be oppofed to them^ 
but the great virtues of the heart, and the 
energy of one's own mind* Heaven forbid, 
that I (hould ever fee your gentle bofom torn 
byfuch mighty conflids ! No ; I will now 
endeavour to hope, that you have, in your 
attachment to Colonel Malcolm, felt all that 
you will •ever feel of love. Would he had 
been poffefled of a fmali patrimony at the 
foot of Tome romantic mountain in the Pais 
de Vaud! there indeed you might beft have 
realize^ the pi&ure, my imagination had 
fo often made for you ^ and I may fay, thajt 
in fuch a retirement you would have been 
leaft expoied to the alarming jealoufy, which 
already is io manifeft from many' parts of 
your jottrnai. Tiiere^ in the cairn o£ ibc^ 

5 
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paflions, your heart expanded by the charms 
X)f nature, and the pleafure of difiufing hap- 
pincfs to all around you, you might have 
glided ftnoothly along the flream of domeftic 
life : nor (hould I have faid, that even my 
Louifa had been wafted, in filling up the 
duties of fuch a ftation. 

But this fafer fcene cannot be realized. 
The very appointment Malcolm is foUcit- 
ing, and without which he cannot claim >our 
promife, will neceflarily throw you into the 
moft extenfive and brilliant fociety: and, ■ 
circumftanced as you arc, this muft fubjed ! 
you to difficulties, that will call for unre- 
mitting caution on your part. Something, 
I allow, there muft be to contend with in 
every fituation , and you certainly, by being 
aware of what you may expedl, can learn to 
(hape your conduct to it. In this inftance 
perhaps Colonel Malcolm may have the ad* 
vantage of a younger man : his charader is 
•ftrongly marked, and he is no longer of an 
age, when any new faults are to be appre- 
hended : what he is, he will remain. He will 
not change like feme of my college friends, 
who at thirty retain fcarcely any vefligc of the 
di/pofition they had at one and twenty. 
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You feem perfeftly aware, that the moft 
explicit opennefs upon all occafions will be 
your bell guard againft fufjiicion ; and your 
firong fenfe of propriety, your innate delicacy, 
will of courfe prevent you from falling into 
the foreign freedom of admittmg loungers to 
your toilette. I would even fay farthefj 
that, in your peculiar fituation, it wijl be 
prudent, to deny yourfelf to male morning vifi- 
tors altogether; but certainly your hufband's 
prefence will be a fufficient fanction for your 
continuing to prefer, as you have ever 
done, the converfation'of fenfible men to the 
trifling amufements of young women. As 
to the frie^dfliips, as they are called, (though 
the name deceives nobody) which men of 
the world contraft with young women under 
twenty, I certainly need not put you upon 
your guard ; — I know we are of the fame 
opinion. You recolledt how diverted^ we 
ufed to be in conjeduring what little Made- 
kind and the young wife of d'Epremont w^ere 
advifing their kind friend, the charge ctaf- 
fairesy to write to his court about, the date 
of politics, or the fccurity of the Geneva 
bank.— I am ready to, allow, that -a fenfible 
vol; li - .- Q 



\ 
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woman (Tun certain age, who has had long 
intcrcourfc with the world, mi^y have that 
rcadincfs and juftnefs in her perception, which 
might make the men who arc intimate m 
the family appeal to her judgment and ad- 
vice, in preference to her hulband's ; and I 
do not put in this falvo merely to guard 
againft your fufpedling me of contempt for 
the fex. You know, my love, I have none of 
that narrownefs : not becauie J am too hand- 
fome^ according to your whimfical dodrinc; 
though I perfedly agree \i^ith you they arc in ge- 
neral devilifli ugly fellows, and always difagrcc- 
able ones, who adopt the common place railing 
againft woman. They give you your revenge, 
however J for thofe, who think all women gal- 
lant, think all men knaves ; and your fharc 
of the cenfurc may be the better of the two. 
I would fain make my Louifa fmile, if I 
could ; 01 rather, I would fain Ihow her / can 
fmile through the gloom, which feems to have 
ftolen over this letter ; — for why, after all, 
fhould I deem a fate to be unalterably de- 
cided, which ftilUhangs upon the moft pre- 
carious of all tenures, court favour ? Had 
Lady Mary Mel vile dropped^ my fifter's doom 
became irrevocable : but heayen, io preferv- 
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ing her interefting life, may have extended 
its proteftibn to more than one angel. I 
will ftill chcrilh a hope, aiy dcareft girl, to 
which my mind is fo naturally prone, that 
nothing but the extrenle anxiety I feel in the 
event co^ild have fo inftantaneoufly deadened 
it in my heart. Do not imagine, that I mean 
to Iktisfy myfelf with giving thefc hurrying 
ahfwers to one part only of your charming 
narratives: whenever I can fnatch a moment,; 
I employ it in following you regularly through 
every fubjet-l:, as if we were in adlual conver- 
fation.' I befides keep a journal of .occurren- 
ces on my part, which (hairbe forwarded to 
you all together as I can find fafe convey-f 
ance by private hands. I now, therefbre> 
confine myfelf to what is ncareft my heart ; 
anc^ what it is indeed fo opprefled with, I 
could not deny myfelf the relief of uttering. 
As I write to my mother *, I (hall bid. my 
befl friend a hafty adieu. . , 

]^ouisA IN Answer. 

Geneva^ 12th July. 

Ah me ! my dearefl; friend ! — ^your letter 
awaited my return from Lady Belfont's.— r 

» Thk letter i^iniflhig. 
Q Z 



I 
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The depreffion, that pervades it, fprcads its 
contagion over my foul. Mod certainly I 
have been too precipitate; — my kind bro- 
ther's forbearance from reproaches, whilft 
«very word evinces-the diftrcfs I have brought 
upon him, deepens the fenfe of my- error. 
The bed of parents at hand too— could I but 
have brouglit myfelf, to have had recourfe to 
her in time ! — rafh, iiiconiiderate girl ! your 
partial indulgence, my Henry, your too 
good opinion of my fenfe has turned my 
head. — See how very incapable I am of judg- 
ing — of guiding myfelf; — ^how much I hare 
been to blame ! and how unavailing the re- 
gret — 'it is now too late ! — there is no appeal 
from honour. Do not however miftake me : 
I have not changed my opinion fo far, as to 
give up my own hopes of yet conDe(^ing hap- 
pinefs with my union with Colonel Malcolm; 
but I grieve to have it no longer in my power, 
tg prove to rhy.brother, that nothing can come 
into competition in my heari with bis wifties 
and his peace; and that I certainly would not 
have facrificed them to Colonel Malcolm's, 
could I ha.ve forefeen them to be fo ftrongly 
oppofed. But even Lady Belfont admits the 
promife to be too facred for re-confideration. 
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She did not feem at ali furprlfed. at the 
difcovery I imparted to her. She faid I' 
knew little of jealoufy, if I fuppofed it eon- 
fined to juft grounds, or fcrupulous of run*?^^ 
ning into meannefs ^ that it was the bane oft 
every comfort, and perverted the nobleft* 
natures. She immediately forefaw what mud 
inevitably, happen, from the moment I had. 
informed her, that it was natural in the Colo- 
nel's difpofition. The great difparity o£ 
ages, joined to the cozifcioulnefsi on his part» 
of what my attachment to him could alone. 
be founded upon, muft carry it to its highefti 
Eltcfa:, - 

>* What my attachment to him is foundcdfj 
upon, my deared Lady Belfont \ furely, up- 
pn eyery fentiment^ that can aduatt a good, 
hearty and give him fecurity for my princi-^- 

" You think Coy. my dear girl; but 1 am 
going -to be fincere with you to a degree, that 
may perhaps give you .pain : yet I wi|l never, 
hefitate, where I think, it material, to prove 
myfelf your friend. I am already enabled, 
from your uncommon ingenuoufnefs, to judge 
better of your heart, than you can do yourfelf ; : 
and Colonel. Malcolm is enough acqualaladK 
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with human nature, to judge of it as I do. 
You deceive yourfelf in believing, that y6ur 
attachment is founded upon his' good quali- 
ties — you arc aware of them, and you revere 
them: but I am going to probe you to the 
quick, Louifa — your attachment is founded 
in part on your inexperience ; but much more 
on your vanihjy 

" My vanity, Lady Belfont ! Good God ! 
do you think fo ill of me ?•— then I am fallen 
indeed;** — and the tears gulhed down my 
cheeks/* 

- " Indeed I do not think ill of you, ray 
love, and I will foon convince you, that I do 
ftot. You have no more of vanity, than what 
is implanted in human nature ; but your 
mother — excufe me — I muft in this parti- 
cular take the liberty to blame her — your 
mother gave it power to injure you, by im- 
preffing you with 'a falfe idea of yourfelf. 
The miftaken notion of depreciating your 
perfon in your own eyes * gave the firft mtwi 

• Had tbefe letters been intended for the publici 

Lady Belfont would probably have been made to be a 

little more exj)licit, in pointing out the medium be- 

rsvecn the blame (he was affixing upon Lady Riverfdale 

for going too far on tYvt oiae \v2jv4, ^\id tK^ weaknefs of 
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who Opened them fuch a* hold upon your 
grateful afFedlion, that it was not in n^ure 
for you to efcape the confequences.'* 

^" Andean you fuppofe, madani, that it was 
merely becaufehe gave me a better opinion of 
my perfon^ that I loved him ?'* 

" No, Louifa, that is not what I mean to 
fay ; — be had worked his way into your good 
opinion before tliat : but if you had had an 
adequate idea qf your own claims to adminir 
tlon, you would not have feltfo very grateful 
for a. tribute that was your due^ and per** 
bs^s would have been a little more quick* 
£ghted as to the felfifh views he might have* 
in wiQiing to keep at a diflance the younger 
men that were furrounding you. But you were 
accuftonied to hear of him as a man, who had 
always been deemed irrefiftible by your fex. 



mothers, who, by their filly admiration of their chil- 
dreri*s pcrfons, teach them to fet too high a value upon 
external qualifications, oa the other. A judicious parent, 
fleering between thefe two extremes, would probably 
ciideavour, in allo'wing of her child's claim to beauty, 
if (he had it, to imprefs her mind at the fame time with 
fuch a fenfe of mental fuperiority over pcrfonal attrac • 
tion, a? would teach her to hold it cheap* ^ 

q'4 



I 
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and to confider him as wholly out of 5'ourown 
feach. His condefcending to attend to you 
at all, therefore, inftantly predifpofed your 
mind in his favour: your vanity was flat- 
tered at your becoming an obje<5t of attention 
to him J but it concealed itfelf from your 
own obfervation under all thofe better fenti- 
ments, which he contrived to call into aftion 
by the pretended dilintereftednefs, which you 
became fuch a ready dupe to* The very firft 
note he wrote you would have betrayed the 
latent motives that aduated him, to any 
eyes not blinded by the fuppofed impoffibility 
of his being infpired with more tender fenti- 
ments." 

** Indeed, indeed, Lady Belfont, you do 
him injuftice.'' 

" Have you the note about you ?" 

** No, I have not/' 

" WcU then, look at it when you go 
home, with the idea I have now fuggeHedi 
and fee whether it will not (Irikc you in a 
different light." 

I inftantly recollefted what you had alfo 
obferved upon that fubjeft, my beloved bro- 
ther, to which, at the time, I paid little at- 
tention, afcribing it wholly to your own par- 
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tiality5 but, upon now reading thb note over 
again, I am aware of the implied meanings,- 
which had wholly efcaped me, and am afto- 
niChed at my own ilupidity. . 

iiady Belfont went on—** 'Truft me, how- .- 
erer,inth.e mean while, for an opinion founded 
both in: i experience and impartiality : and 
npw fufFer nie — if you can forgive the libierties 
rtytender concern for you prompts me to; 
take-— -V ' 

" Forgive ! my deareft madam, how can J . 
ever fufficiently thank you for the friendly 
intereft lyou^are evincing ?'.* ' 

"''Why\then Ijnuffi proceed, my dear, to 
Jajy open to you fome. more of the receffes of 
your own mind,* which I have bcen.ftudying 
very carefully, ever firice you let me read it 
{q fairly: and I will now telL you what will 1 
pcrlmps furprife yoa ftill more than any thing ^ 
I have faid before ; and that is, that you do . 
not .IqveCplonel Malcolm, and never have : 
loved^him^rforan inftant." ' 

*^-Ydu^ would not think'fb, Lady Belfont, . . 
ifiyou knew ^all the heart-aches he has occa-.- 
ffoned me/! * 

•*-He hasgiycn you fuch heart-aches, Lou-: • 
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ifa, as many :i friend will do in the courfc of 

your lite, by mifunderftanding and diftruft." 

" And is not friendly affeclion, origina- 

r 

ting in clleem, the' only fort of love, that a 
well regulated mind ought to admit ?** 

** It is certainly the onjy fort of love, that 
9L well-regulated, n^ind ftxould wi(h to admit 
for its own happinefs : but, with fenfibility 
(uch as yours, it will be very difficult, tliat you 
fliould efcape a much more tormenting, un- 
quiet gueft's taking pofleffion of that tender 
bofom-" 

(What aa alarming coincidence with my 
Henry's opinions 1) 

And \ earncftly wlfh," continued fhe,' 

that the moment may be farther off, than, 
I apprehend it to be, which will convince my 
dear little fceptic (for I fee you do not give 
credit to wha^ I am faying) of the truth of 
my obfervation.** 

*V Indeed, deareft Lady Belfont,.you terrify 
me to death. The inftant, that (hould bring, 
fuch a eonvlftion to my mind,, will, I hope, 
be the lad of my cxiftence : for I could not. 
furvive the idea of my broken faith. Am I 
npt pledged to Colonel Malcolm by all that 
^ woman ought to hold moft dear — my ho- 






MISS RIVERSDALE. 34^ 

nour? I look upon my word as irrevo- 
cably paffed, whenever he comes to claim it : 
as much fo, as if my vows had been plighted 
to him at the altar." 

" O my dear Louifa ! there, there indeed 
is the milcry of it-^unlefe h^ himfelf could 
be induced to releafe you." 

" Nothing, madam, ought to releafe me. 
I (hould feel myfelf configned to eternal dif- 
grage, if I could even accept of releafe, were 
he to hold it out to me. It would be an in- 
delible blot in my qharafter, and 1 Could 
never know peace again* The ' only objeft ' 
1 mull keep in view is how to obtain that 
confidence from him, which my integrity][en - 
titles me to, and which alone can give either 
of us any hope of happinefs^" 

*^.You-liave but one refouic;ce, as I faid 
before.,"/ replied LadyBelfont, ** and that is 
thempft perfedt candour and openoefe, vppn i 
all q^aiions, and.upon every fubjedt ; and,^ if 
thefe.do not :at length. overcome his ifufpi*- 
cion^s, (and much indeed I fear.ithey will not) 
I have no farther: advice ta giyc.!V * 

"Shall I writc,sand..teli him what I have 
difi^bvered, Aod iiowr my. foul is :WOunded by 
it!?" 
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I certainly would, my love." 
And does your, ladyfliip think, that I 
fhould mention Prince Poliniki?'* faid I, 
feeling myfelf colour as I fpoke, in the idea, 
after the hint ihe had given, that (he might 
mifconftrue my queftion. 

" Without doubt, if you have any thing 
particular to fay of him," replied (he,; with a 
very penetrating look. 

I then told her wha4 had paffed at Mrs. Freer 
man's. She obferved it was a pity I could not 
avoid getting upon that kind, of confidential 
footing witli him : at thg fame tiine (he ac- 
quitted me of having gone beyond what the 
circumftances rendered unavoidable;^ — and I 
judged.qaite right, ftie faid, in not giving hiiu 
too much confequenee by pointedly Qiunning 
him : nothing was fo likely,. togive rife to the 
fuppofition of his being a dangerous objedt; 
She advifed me by all means to be peculiarly 
explicit with Colonel Malcolm in ref^^cd to 

him. 

Shekeptme to dinner^^promifir^tp bring 

me home in the afternoon,. and drink tea witlv 

Lady Riverfdate^ provided I would engage_to 

go with hertomorrow to.Madame du Tour's 

coUatlon and frefcobaW, 2l1 ?5^tVv^xou^ as (he 

^ippofcd my mothcii viOvxX'Si-^^OCxT^fc ^^^-^^^^ 
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1 would willingly have dcclined.it alio : my 
fpirits were very low — but. (lie would not 
hear of it, and iniiftjed lipon my promife. 

And here I found your letter, my beft 
friend,, which has not raifed them.. 

It is now one o'clock. — ileep will perhaps 
recover me; if not, I fliall endeavour, to dif- 
engage myfelf in the morning.. 



Lady River sda.l'e to Sir HTenry. 

Geneva, 13th July. 

I fnatch. a hafty moment, in Louifa*"s ab* 
fence,, to. confult with my dear fon upon a 
confidential propofal made to^me by our var 
luable new acquaintance, Lady BeJfont, who 
feems to have conceived an almofl maternal 
affeclion for the dear Ghild,.and to partici- 
pate in. the kindeft manner ia the anxiety 
arifing out of this unfortunate, and, I fear^ 
irremediable engagement. 

Lord Belfont, who w^s to have, joined 
her here, now, writes to defire. fhe. woulcj 
meet him at Paris,, to proceed thence to- 
Eogland with him. Tliough there are rea?. 
fons for ^ his not wiflbing it to be immediately^ 
known, that he. takes a different route fronv 
that which was- at^firft inteivd^A> to^ V\^ vtsi--. 
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parted It in confidence to me; it having 
occured to her, that Louifa miglit derive an 
advantage from the change of fcene, if I could 
bring myfelf to bear the idea of parting with 
her for a year, and had a fufficiently good 
opinion of herfelf, to entruft her with fuch a 
treafure. 

Recommended as (he is by the Dowager 
Countefs of Darly, and pleafed as I am with 
every thing I have feen of her, I can have 
but one objeftion ; and that I honeftly told 
her : for as to bringing my own enjoyments 
into c6mpet"ition with any real advantage to 
my children, it is what I never have done, 
and I hope never fhall do. — But my objecflion 
is Lady Barbara Brackly, who certainly is 
by no means a proper companion for Louifa 
to come forward with : and indeed, young and , 
inexperienced as your fifter is, there is no 
faying what effefl: the coaftant intercQurfei. 
with fuch very free and unreftrained manners 
might have upon her. This I :ftated with . 
all the delicacy in my power; but 1 faw Lady • 
Belfont was hurt at it.. She anfwered, that (he 

acknowledged the force of the difficulty, with- - 
outkjiowinghowtQremoveit, Whatever.Lady . 
Barbara's faults n\a^ be^ W Vidt^^ Lojd Bel- 
font^s niece cntitke^ Vv^^ ^^ vV^ S,^xxv^ \\x^\iir 



gence and protedHon from her, as if iBo were 
her own : of courfe,,whatever her heart inight 
prompt in regard: to Louifa, (he was bound 
to confiderhcf duty In the fijft place. I per- 
fedtly aflentjed to what (he faid, and efteemed 
her the more for it : fo here it refts for ns to 
determine, whether the advantage to be ex- 
pe&ed from change of lituation and objefts, 
in giving a tura to the dear girl's ideas and 
affections, may counterbalance the mifchiefs 
%o J^e, apprehended from her being affociated 
Jn the world's opinion with a Lady Barbara 
Brackly.' Unlefs the winds prove very ad^ 
verfe indeed, there will be time for me to 
receive your fentiments upon this head, before 
any pofitive deeifionwill be ijece^ary ; as 
I^ady Bfelfont experts another letter, previous 
ta fixing, the time of her departure. The 
profpeft qf finding you in England (hould 
have no trifling weight in the fcale, both ia 
point of advantage and happinefe to Loi^iai- 
Your guarding her.firft.fieps from being mrf- 
guided, in a world fo new to her as London • 
will.be, may effeftually fecureher againft any 
liibfequ wt- dinger of contagion from exam- 
ple, zj^d (he may be more eminently diftin- 
guiflwi from the conf raft ; and,- with L^dN^ 
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Bclfont's afFeftion and experience to watch 
over her, (he can never be in real danger, — 
In (hort, 1 am rather inclined to make light 
of my own- objedion, but want your corro- 
borating opinion, before L mention, the mat- 
ter to herfelf; as 1 fear her delicate-confider-' 
ation for Colonel Malcolm might lead her 
to rejeft it at once, xMilefsl.werevcry decided 
in my determination. She- is not « yet aware 
of the blow, that awaits her inLady Bclfont's^. 
departure — every* way. it will .be -a., (kuggle.-. 
The weaknefs of my eyes makes- wriling^ 
fo troublefome, that r.muft coiifine myfelf. 
to my fubjeft 9 being very fure, .bdides,.tfaar-: 
Louifa's frank and minute communication^^ 
make you perfeftly-mafler oLevery circum- 
ftance, in jegard to her lituatLon and prof- 
pedts, that can influence your decifion ei- 
ther way. In impatieat expeftationof your 
anfwer, and with unccafing wifbes and prayers 
(qt my beloved fon's welfare. Ever his truly 

AfFedionate Mother, 
Caroline Riversdale. 



Tp.E Journal in Continuation. 
14,1/1. — Lady Belfont's taking the trouble 
of cpming to Gcrveva on purpofe to fetch iRC 
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precluded the apology I wiflied to have made 
from finding myfelf really very unwell ; and 
(he was fo perfuaded, that the diforder did 
not reach beyond my fpirits, that fhe urged 
me to exert myfelf and go. 

The very firft perfon I met with at 
-Madame du Tour's was Prince Polinlki. He 
begged to engage me for a partner. — I wi(hed 
to be excufed— ^I was not well. 

In that cafe he would fit out too ; for he 
had only been tempted to dance iiponthe fight 
of me ; otherwife he would a thbufand times 
jrather converfe. 

I thought it would be lefs remarkable to 
dance with him, Ihan' to have him .fit ftill 
with me ; fo I agreed to (land up^ 

There was an expreffion of uncommon fef- 
tivity in his countenance, which I could not 
help taking notice of« • 

" I (hould think from your appearance,^ 
faid I, " that fomething very peculiarly agreed- 
able has befalleji you.'* 

" There has indeed," anfwered he % ** In 
the firft place I have obtained you for my 
partner."— 

" Pftiaw— that IS treating me fo like a 
filly girl, filhing for a compliment — for it was 
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written in your countenance before )'^ouknew 
I was difengagcd." 

" Jt muft have added a finilhing polifli 
^hough—but I really have receiverf a very 
plcafant piece of intelligence from home. I 
have a brother, who has been rather incon* 
fideratc, and run himfelf into fome pe- 
cuniary difficulties. Upon ray being ap- 
pointed to a place of fome little cnaolument 
at court, I folicited his Majefty's leave, 
to refign my captain's conimiffion to my 
brother^ as a provifion for him. I was re* 
fufed — and, upon my renewing the applica- 
tion moreftrenuoufly, the king grew angry, 
and anfwered me in a pet, that I might do as 
I pleafed, and take the confequences. I was 
content to abide by them, I faid, in full reli- 
ance upon his majefty's juftice. It was fug- 
gefted to me, that a more lucrative employ- 
ment was intended for me, which I (hould for- 
feit by my attachment to a. brother, of whom 
the king did not think well. I faid he ftood 
in the greater need of my afliftance : and, 
as liberty had been granted me to do as I 
pleafed, I muft be very unworthy indeed, if 
I did not avail myfelf of it, to fecure him a 
co/upetency, in prefer tv\ce to increafing my 
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own income, and I immediately refigned my 
commiffion in my brother's favour. The' con- 
fecjuencewas my incurring fuch very marked 
proofs of dMpleafure, that I was advifed toaik 
for leave of abience, and travel till it (bould 
a little fubfide. Many months have elapfed, 
without my hearing any thing farther, till this 
very day, which has brought me a letter from 

Count O , written by the king's order, 

importing that» though his majefty bad been 
difpleafed at my obftinacy, he could not at 
length but do juftice to tny motives i and 
that I have liberty to return immediately to 
Watrfaw, to be invefted with my new employ- 
ment/* 

Are not thefe amiable traits of charadter ? 
His way of thinking fo frequently ^calls yours 
to my mind ; and he has fo mUch animated, 
innocent gayety about him, that I am fure he 
would pleafe you very much. 

He dances uncommonly well. Somebody 
mentioned the CofaqUe^ — Madame d'Urtife 
faid (he knew I could dance it.— I was called 
upon as the only perfon, that could enable 
him tb gratify the company with a fpecimen 
oi it. I was both unwilling, to make fuch 



* A Polifli dance. 
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an exhibition of myfelf, and very much afraid 
I fhould not have ftrength to get through it : 
I was not fufFered to decline it, however, and 
we flood up. His performance was inimi- 
table — light, graceful bc)^ond defcription, he 
feemed to float in air. Juft as we were con- 
cluding, my head turned giddy, and I faul- 
tered : he perceived it, and being near me at 
the moment, caught me in his arms;, but 
before he could get me to a chair, I fainted. 

Lady Belfont fays, that the confufion this 
foolilh accident produced was very great in^ 
deed. A general foHcitude aiid buftlei took 
placp, while the Prince flood- motionlefs, with 
his eyes fixed upon my face, and horror in 
his countenance. 

He was the firfl objedl I perceived, as I, 
came to myfelf; and the uneafmefs 1 felt at 
feeing him betray emotion, that would be fa 
much obferved, and fo varioufly interpreted^ 
recovered me quicker than all the applica- 
tions, that were had recourfe to, could have 
done. I immediately entreated him, to call 
up any carriage, that was at hand. The found 
of my voice feemed to roufe him. frdm hh 
Ilupor; though he did not move^. 

Mrs. Frcen^u. faid lier's was in waiting; 
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l>ut Lady Belfont infifted upon taking me to 
her houfe. 

1 was ui^ent to be carried home, in the 
fear of the alarm it would give to my mother. 
The Prince faid he would go to my mother 
hrmfelf, and make her eafy, and call upon 
Tiflbt, whojuft now happens to be at Geneva, 
and fend hkn — and was hurrying away with- 
out flaying for an anfwei* ; when Lady Be^ 
font ftoppod him, faying, (he did not think 
his being the meflenger was likely to fet Lady 
Riverfdale's mind at reft, and that Mrs. Free- 
man would perhaps have that goodnefs as (he 
went hofnc. As for Tiffot, (he hoped there 
would be no fort of occafion for him ; but 
the fooner I was put to bed the better, 
and therefore (he would immediately take 
tne to her houfe 5 and offering her arm, added,^ 
" Come, my love, though it is fo near, we 
will make ufe of Mrs. Freeman*s carria: e, IT 
(he will give us leave.** 

I attempted to rife ; but, ftaggering back, 
was near fainting a (econd time — upon which 
the Prince propofed, with the help of one of 
Lady Belfont *s men, to carry me by joining 
their hands acrofs^n a manner that he would 
ihow him : it oia^ (be eafieft^eat vca^.^^c«s&\^^ 
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he faid, without the foulleft /exertioo to the 
perfons who carried. 

I entreated for a little patience, and was 
fure I (hould be well enough prefently, to be 
able to walk with only the afliftance of an 
arm ; and Lady Belfont's houfe was {o near, 
that it was not worth while to get into a car* 
riage, which would be attended with mors 
difficulty than walking. 

The Prince infifted I (hould not be able 
to walk, and that I ought not to be allowed 
even to attempt it. He took pofle/Eon of 
the place next me, and would hardly let any 
one approach me but himfelf. Lady Belfont 
attempted once or twice to put him by, as 
flie has fince told me, for I perceived very 
little of what was going forward myfelf, and 
{he even hinted to him, that his fo clofe at- 
tendance upon me was improper i but he was 
mrholly abforbed in his anxiety, and neither 
heard, faw, nor mindefl any thing. Finding 
at length, that (he could in no way manage 
him, or fave the obfervations fucli marked 
folicitude muft give rife to, (he faid, fhe be- 
lieved it would be beft to adopt his plan^ 
and that, if he would have the goodnefs to 
order two of her men, and (how them tlic 
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method of it, (he was fure I ftiould feel eafier 
in the idea of troubling them than him. 

Away he flew j but brought only one back 
with him» faying, there might be a danger of 
their letting me flip, if neither of them had 
been accuftocned to it. 

*^ Only let Robert take me in his arms, 
and put me into the coach at once," faid I, 
" that^sthefliorteft." 

The coach however, unfortunately, after, 
all, was not there — fo, in fpite of oppofition, 
he and Robert together took me up in the 
way he had propofcd, and a very convenient 
one it certainly was, only that it obliged me 
to lean my arms upon their fhoulders. 

I felt very thankful indeed, when I found 
myfelf feated upon Lady Belfont's fofa ; but 
it was with great difficulty (be got Prince 
Polinfki away; and not till (he had promifed, 
to let him call at the door again after the 
ball was over, * to hear how I was : and very 
reluftantly did he return to Madame du 
Tour's, and in confequence only of Lady Bel- 
font's making a point of it, and expreffing 
difpleafure at his refiftance. 

I then attempted ooce more to find my 
fccti but my'hMd fUU turn^ ^vid^ ^v^^ 
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rifing, and Robert was again fummooed to 
my affiftance, who carried me up ftairs as if 
I bad been a feather, faying at the fame time, 
he was fure he could have brought me home 
much better that way, than in the way, they 
did ; for his Highnefs trembled fo exceedingly, 
he expeded every minute he would have let 
me fall. 

I was foon put to bed, and the night*s reft 
recovered me fo much, that I only found my- 
felf a lit tie weak and low, when I awoke. 

The fir ft perfdn I opened my eyes upon 
was my mother. She had takein the alarm, 
which they hoped to have fpared her, and 
could not be eafy till (lie favv me. She was 
perfedly fatisfied, however, that my indifpofi- 
tion arofe wholly from .gver fatigue, and 
agreed to ftay the day at Secheron with me, 
and leave me till the next, which is this pre- 
fent 1 5th July, of on which I find myfelf per- 
feftly reftored ; but a little tired with wri- 
ting, which obliges me to defer till to-morrow 
what I have further to relate of yefterday's 
tranfadtions. 



Geneva^ i6th. — Lady Belfont, you will 
fuppoihy was not \oi\%\i^^o\^ W\^ came to in- 
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quire after m^ Laciy Barbara too, for a 
wonder, left her downy pillow earlier than 
ufual, either from kindnefs or eageroefs to 
attack me; I will not determine which. 
However,.! Was not allowed to rife to break- 
faft i and they all breakfafted by my b^d- 
fide. . Many farcafms were aimed at me by 
her lively Ladylhip, which I fuffercd to fall 
quietly to the ground. 

After breakfaft my mother propofcd to 
Lady Belfont, to go and apologife to Madame 
du Tour for all the trouble we had occa- 
fioned at her houfe, and give her an account 
of me; as (he had really exprefled very kind 
anxiety, and fent an inquiry before I was 
awake. Lady Belfont agreed to it, and I was 
left with Lady Barbara, which jufl then, or 
indeed at any time, was not very agreeable to 
me. 

" As you feem a good deal in the penfo- 
rofo ftyle, and not much inclined to conver* 
iation this morning,'' faid (he, ^^ FU go fetch 
a book, and take pofTeffion of your fofa^ and 
read to you till they come back ; for you know 
I have it in charge, not to let you rife till 
then: and you (hail fee,. Mifs Riverfdale, 

VOL. I. R 
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how well I can adapt my fubjeft to mjr 
hearer. If I don't hit off your cafe to a nicety, 
notwithftanding all your care to withold it 
jfrom my inveftigation. Til give up all prc- 
tenfions to difcernment in future.^' 

She went away, and foon returning;— 
"*^ Here,'* faid (he, ^* here's a de(pairing 
Iwain, come to tell his tender woe: he will 
perhaps help the time to pafs off full as much 
to your fat isfad ion as my book." 

The bed was fo placed, that I did not im- 
tnediately fee the<loor as it opened, and I at 
iirft believed (he was a^lluding to fome non- 
fen(ical novel — when, to my utter afl:oni(h- 
ment, (he came forward leaning upon Prince 
Polinlki's arm. 

" Good Godl^* exclafmed I, in^thc great- 
eft confuiion, •* what can you mean. Lady 
Barbara, by this unaccountable pwoceeding? 
f never admit men into my bed-chamber; 
and j of ^1 thofe I know," added' J, fcarcely 
knowing what I was faying, "I'm fure Prince 
Polinfki is'the laft" — ^I was going to fay, wham 
f Jlivuld choofe to,give fuch a liberty to; 
but luckily checking myfelf, Ifaid, ** whom 
I (hould have expected to have taken Jkck a 
liberty^'* 
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He underftands dnglifli very well, though 
he does not fpeak it readily, and began beg- 
ging a thoufand pardons. — »He had^ no con- 
ception, that I had any fcruple at doing fo 
very common a thing, or he (hould not have 
ventured to avail himfelf of Lady Barbara's 
propofal ; having come only to inquire after 
my health, without any hope or expectation^ 
of feeing me. He would inftanrly take his 
leave; wi(hing to prove, in this as in. every 
other part of his conduft, that it was fuffi*- 
cient for him to difcover what my will was». 
to mak€ it his Iaw». 

I (aid I muft entreat him then to leave the 
room inftantly. 

Might he not pay his refpeSs to Lady 
Belfont IB tUc evening, if I was well enough 
to be in the drawing-roona ? 

I had no right to difpofe of Lady Bel- 
font's drawing room, I faid, .and begged to 
wiQi him a good morning ; — upon which hq 
ret)eated his excufes, bowed very low, and 
withdrew. 

The inftant he was gone, Lady Barbara 
burft into a loud laugh, faying, '' Well, really 
yoii have the mod flattering manner of treat- 
ing your lovers ill, Mifs Rivextda\c> >i!taX. ^n^x 
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1 faw praftifed. Let you quiet prudes alone 
for devlfing, wliat \vill nioft fccurely work its 
cffedl — we rattling, though tlefs, honcft co- 
quettes are mere fools to you/* 

** Upon my v/ord, 1 am very little obliged 
to your Ladyftiip, either for bringing me in- 
to the difficulty, or for your ftridtures upon 
my taking the only method I faw of extri- 
cating myfelf from it/* 

" Lord, child ! why, how could I poffibly 
fuppofe you would be fuch a fool as to mind 
it ? You did not imagine he was coming with" 
any wicked defigns ; or that I was going to 
leave you to the alarming effects of his un. 
bounded paffion ?** laughing. 

" I do not think I had any thing more to 
■ fear from yonr abfence, than fiom your pre- 
feiicc, Ludy Barbara : but, light as you may 
make of my fcruples, I cannot help fancying, 
that you would not have been quite pleafed, 
if I had ferved you in the fame way/* 

She lauirhed again moil immoderately — 
** What ! at your introducing a lover of 
mine to my bedfide ? Ha ! ha ! ha ! you 
cannot conceive how exceffively diverting 
your gravity is upon this fubjeft. Why, I 
fuppofe 1 have V^^d \vai\^ 21 ^co\t ^.Wve at a 
time. Yqu don't \m^^\T\e., \\v^x. \ nX\^>^^^ 
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my own virtue fo much- more fallfble than 
that of all the trench and Italian women I 
have been living among, as not to venture 
upon a practice, which they adopt with 
impunity. Befides I would expofe myfelf to 
any riik, in preference to that of pafEng for 
fuch an intolerable prude ; foF, as I had told 
you before, prudery does not become my 
features in the lead/* 

" I can be no judge of the impunity, with 
which the finench and Italian ladies may fol- 
low this pra6tice, as I have had very little 
acquaintance with either : but 1 always un- 
derflood, however, that it was confined to- 
the married ones; and of its indelicacy, I 
think, I can judge: and I am very certain, 
that no fear of ridicule wtU ever induce me 
to incur my own difapprobation." 

** O lud ! O lud ! that is fiich a fweet 
pretty moral fentiment ! juft in my aunt's 
own ftyle — What 'a pity (he (hould be out of 
hearing ! (he'll preach to me, by the hour to* 
gether, about propriety and delicacy, and fuch*' 
fortofftufF." 

" And pray is the length and frequent 
recurrence of the Ic&urc to be imputed to 
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Lady Belfont, or to the occafion given for it ?" 
with a half fmile. 

" I can fee no occafion for it upon earth, 
you may be fure/' replied (he. 

" Lady Belfont then has probably not car- 
ried her compliance with foreign manners fo 
far, as to receive, her company in bed. 

" Lord, no! you mi^t have fworn that; 
neither would fhe let me; if (he knew how to 
prevent it ; but J'm not fuch a fiqipleton as 
to mind her : I hope I am come to the age of 
judging for myfclf in thefe matters — and after 
all it is moft abominably ungrateful, as well 
as hypocritical iil you, to pretend to be fo 
offended with me for giving you an oppor- 
tunity — in the firft place, of (howing how 
your night-cap becomes you — that's fome- 
thing, you knov/ : but in the * fecond place, 
and foremoft,' for calling forth that pretty 
kind of half-checked declaration, which fo 
happily betrayed your partiality, at the fame 
time that it fpared you the confufion of a 
more honeft avowal of your fentiments." 

" What can you mean. Lady Barbara ?*' 

" Oy dear ! I warrant you expefted that 
he alone Ihould be aware of the import 
of that ftop and Vve^UUoYv, when you were 
going to fay, that he, oi 2X1 o\}jxw>^\^^ \>» 



MISS RIVERS0ALE. 367 

man you (hould mod fear having in your 
bedchamber, (partiality alone could create 
the danger J you know) for which you fo inge- 
nioufly fubftituted, the laft you Jhould have 
expected — to have taken fuch a liberty. Did 
you flatter yourfelf with my being fo defti- 
tute of common perception, my dear, as that 
you could open his eyes and clofe mine at 
the fame moment ?** 

" My anxiety arofc from very different 
motives, than thofe your Ladyfhipispleafed 
to afcribe it to ; and, if I could not flatter 
myfelf I fhould be judged with a little nwre 
indulgence by the Prince, I (hould have flight 
dependence upon his good opinion.** 

" Fm fure he muft be a monflrous fool, 
if, after a!l that happened yefterday evenings 
he mijlakes your motives — but, as I fee very 
clearly, that I have not the fmalleft chance of 
bringing you to be honeft wi^h me, I may. as. 
well have recourfe to my book for bringing! 
us more of a mind — and here you fliail 'find 
-how very aptly the parallel runs between St. . 
Prcux^s kifs in the arbour, and your coy kind- 
ncfs> in letting yourfelf be forced to put your 
arm rpund Prince Polinfki*s nqck — the efleft 
I (houldcim^ine will not prQve :^tTj ^\^to2^- 
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lAr-^atid then comes Colonel Makolm for 
the part of Wplmar, to admiration : only I 
(hould doubt his being quite fo placid — ^and, 
upon my word, I don't think but what 
Heloife would fuit you to a tittle ; — (he was 
a rare prude, you know, notwithftanding.**— 

** And is it Heloife," interrupting her, 
** that your Ladyftiip has felefted ?*• 

** To be fure it is — ^what elfe could have 
been half fo apropos ?*' 

** I really am no judge of that ; for I 
never read it." 

"No; how could that poflibly happen.^ 
but fo much thfe better; then Til begin it 
from the beginning, and we'll go through it 
regularly." 

" Indeed, Laciy Barbara, I muft beg to be 
excufed." 

" What can you mean ? don*t you know 
that it' is the firft book, that ever was writ- 
ten ?" 

• ** I have heard it much admired : but 
my mother has expreifed an. earned wifli, 
that I would not look into it ; and I will ne- 
ver voluntarily deviate from her injundtions." 

" Well, but it (hall not be voluntarily ^ 
lincc you are fo fqu^^mx^ — ^tvat ft\^ll you 
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look into it; ior Y)\ force yow to hear it' — 
and then you can't help yourfelf, you know ?'^ 

" O yes, but I can ; and I hope I fliall 
never have recourfe to mean evafions for 
veiling over a wrong aAion.'* 

" O lord ! O lord !^* laughing immode- 
rately, ** I fliall be obliged to give you up, 
at laft^ as the moft incorrigible piece of rigid 
morality I ever met with.'* 

Here we were interrupted, to my great 
relief, by the return of Lady Belfont and my 
mother ; and I immediately appealed to their 
judgment in regard to the Prince's introduc- 
tion into my bedchamber. Lady Belfont 
was very ferioufly difpleafed with Lady Bar- 
bara, who, as flie had herfelf faid, feemed to 
trouble her head very little indeed about her 
opinion upon the fobjeft; only anfwering 
with the moft provoking unconcern : 

** Well, I proteft, I believe, that, if you 
hJid feen his poor, woe-worn, dejcdled coiin- 
tentnce, when he came with his humble in- 
quiries after his Dulcinea's health, not all 
your Ladyftiip's own difcretioi) could have 
withftood the dcfire of reftoring a little bril- 
liancy Xo thofe cxprefflve eyes — is not that 
t|ie proper term for them, Mvfe BJin^x^^^O, 
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by letting him fee, that the objeft of his 
adoratioQ was not abfolutely in articulo mor- 
tis. I'm fure, if any fwain of mine had looked 
half as languifhing, I (liould not have known 
where to have found prudence enough, to 
fave me from going, perhaps, a ftep or two 
farther;" — looking very arch. 

" Upon my word, Barbara, you cannot 
guefs how this wild, indelicate talk injures 
you in ther eyes of the world." 

" Indelicate \ nay now, I folemnly declare, 
the indelicacy is in your Ladyship's own 
ideas : the firft ftep in my thoughts was into 
the church; — what farther you, who cer- 
tainly have taken that^ may annex to it, is 
not for poor innocent me to judge : but, 
really, you over-delicate women are fo prone 
to indelicate conftrudions/' 

" I am fure, Barbara, whatever my own 
ideas may be, I ftand little chance of bring- 
ing your's right : fo we may as well put an 
end to this difcuffion, iand leave Louifa to 
rife-'* 

*^ There now again," faid (he, as they 
were going out, "how you encourage her in 
all her nonfenfe; what in the world ftiould 
prevent her getting \ip va o\xx >^\^fe\^ce ? un- 
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iefs indeed (he has bandy legs, and is unwil- 
ling to fhow them — ^and even then (he might 
truft to my good nature for not divulging it/* 

** Yes, fhe has much reafon to truft to 
that, indeed !'* replied Lady Belfont, 

We had no company to dinner j and, in the 
evening, only Prince Polinfki and the Dean. 
I wiffied my mother to ftay and (hare niy 
bed, ihat we might return together to Geneva 
in the morning ; — and I think Lady Barbara, 
whom I now really feel afraid of, ftands a 
little more in awe of her than of any body. 

A good' deal of fprightly, animated con- 
verfation pafled, till Lord Qrantin came in, 
juft before fupper : and then Lady Barbara 
devoted herfelf wholly to him ^ and Prince 
Polinfki entered with Lady Belfont into a 
very interefting account of his travels, of 
which he has made a journal, which he pro- 
mifes to (how us. He alfo engaged to bring 
his drawings to ts yefterday evening : they 
are views of Italy and Switzerland, beautifully . 
done, Lady Belfont faid. 

In the morning my mother and I returned 
home. 

The Prince came according to ap^bl^t.- 
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ment, with Lady Belfont^ in the afternooA, 
and brought his portfolio. 

He exprefled great delight at having at 
length penetrated into this fanctuaire dcs 
talens ct dcs graces *, which he had (b loog 
beheld in imagination.** 

My mothef had fat <^own to cards, and we 
three were afliduoufly. employed in looking 
over his views, and hea,ring anecdotes relative 
to particular parts he had vifited^ when the 
^door opened — ^and to my utter aftonifhment 
appeared Colonel Malcdm I 

* Sanduary of talents and graces. 
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